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wore reconciled, and Sir Thomas Randolph, created

Earl of Murray by the King, was ever afterwards one of

Bruce's best supporters. There was a sort of rivalry

between Douglas and him, which should do the boldest

and most hazardous actions. I will just mention one

or two circumstances, which will show you what awful

dangers were to be encountered by these brave men,

in order to free Scotland from its enemies and in-

vaders.

t- While Robert Bruce was gradually getting possession

of the country, and driving out the English, Edinburj,^h,

the principal town of Scotland, remained, with its

strong castle, in possession of the invaders. Sir

Thomas Randolph was extremely desirous to gain this

important place; but, as you well know, the castle

is situated on a very steep and lofty rock, so that it

is difficult or almost impossible even to get up to

the foot of the walls, much more to climb over

them.
So while Randolph was considering what was to bo

done, there came to him a Scottish gentleman named
Francis, who had joined Bruce's standard, and asked to

speak with him m private. He then told Rsmdolph,

that in his youth he had lived in the Castle of

Edinburgh, and that his father had then been keeper

of the fortress. It happened at that time that Francis

was much in love with a lady, who lived in a part of

the town beneath the castle, w^hich is called the Grass-

market. Now, as he could not g(>t out of the castle by

day to see his mistress, ho had practised a way of

clambering by night down the castle rock on the south

side, and returning at his pleasure ; when he came to

the foot of the wall, he made use of a ladder to get over

it, as it was not very high at that point, those who built

it having trusted to the steepness of the crag ; and, for

the same reason, no wateh was plactd there. Francis

had gone and cotho so frequently in this dangerous

manner, that, though it was now long ago, he told

.


