
UDVcrimuTit i)f the coiuitrv wlicthrt in the iiiimicipal

sphere, the provincial or t!ie 'ederal they each atTonJ

splendid opportunity for service. It is the eoinnion stow
that the edur-ated, intelNnent cla.s.ses are disfrancliised hy
their own indiHerence arul by the falsi' |)ernicioiis notion
tliat polities is unelejin. The .salvation of deiMocv.-icy

d .ends ahsohitely upon the .salvation of politics. 'I'hal

is the l)ody of the people must hecotne intelli^rcntly and
patriotically interested in [xilitics and iiidess they do tliey

must exju'ct their government institutions toKravitate into

tin- hands of tlie hos.ses, >rrafters and soap-hox orat;>r>.

This spirit of •Inisscz /aire" ,t( the cultured clause.;

to tin- duties of citizenship is nowhere m )re in evidence
than in the indifTeience manifested hy the ureal majority
of our citiz(>ns t r .systems of education. M;iny of

these people do n,,t .send their ehildn-n to the public
schools and as a i'on.se(|uen' taUe only the mist per-

funtory interest, if .my, ir. :hem. It is to the public
school.we must look for the direction of the trend of thoimht
which is to dominate th(> minds of fh<' m-n of toinirriv. .

It is the one instituti<in where the pruiciples of loyalty,

jiatriotism and .service can be .•luthoritatively taught.
ft is to the [lublic school we nnist look for the instruetioM

of our alien iimnijirant population in the science of

democratic uovermnent. The conunon school is the
fabric uixin which the jiromi.se of a better Can.Mili.iu

citizenship is bt-inf; erected.

Lvni it n,:-> be thouiiht we ar.' pleadinii for coutneU
of perfection, let us look at a few facts as to our educational
staiidinn. I» C'anada, aecordinn to the la-t fi-iures avaii-

alile, one man in every ten of the Canadian born entitl 1
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