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Steinem insp

by Emily Macnaughton

A crowd of women and a few men
packed the Rebecca Cohn Audito-
rium Sunday night. Feminist author
and activist Gloria Steinem ushered
in International Women’s Day with
the first talk of her week-long Cana-
dian tour.

The co-founder of Ms. magazine,
and icon of modern American femi-
nism, Steinem began the evening
speaking on “Personal is Political”-
that self-esteem and self-knowledge
are crucial to the success of political
movements, a topic of her recent
book “The Revolution from Within”.

Despite a winter cold, Steinem
managed to fire up the enthusiasm
and emotions of the crowd with the
revealing, challenging contentof the
two part evening.

In the first half, Steinem linked
child-rearing practices to the rise of
democracy, citing childhood's influ-
ence on past, present and future world
leaders.  Stalin was a sadistically
abused child and in turn became a
cruel leader; Gorbachev was more
gently bred and became a flexible
and compassionate leader. Good
parenting promotes peace.

“The only form of arms control
lies in how we raise our children,”
said Steinem. By taking on the roles
of both genders in parenting, men
and women become “whole parents”.
This changing vision of sexuality
“challenges racism and patriarchy at
the root”.

The second part of the evening
was an “organizing” period in which
Steinem urged the audience to net-
work and form small consciousness-
raising and support groups to exam-
ine the politics of childhood.
“Feminism is now too large an or-
ganization,” she said, “small groups
began the Women'sMovement. We
need a new 90’s version of the origi-
nal movement”.

People of all ages charged up to
the microphone to praise Steinem,
make announcements and tell pow-
erful personal stories. “It took me
until 1988 to call myself a feminist,
said one woman, “Since then, I've
been ridiculedand rejected more than
everbefore and have neverfeltbetter
about it.” One man said he consid-

“arms control
lies in how we
raise our

children”

ered Steinem aquack before hissister
brought him to the talk. “Now, I
think that if you're a quack, I'm a
quack,”hesaid. “Thanks,” responded
Steinem, “and I thank your sister.”

Despite the infectous enthusiasm
generated by Steinem, people talked
more about the audience than the
speaker as they left the auditorium.
“There isagreatfeeling of comradery

ires at Cohn

y

here,” said one woman, “It's very
empowering being in a room with so
many women with the same feelings”.

People wanting to form support
groups met in the lobby as others
lined up to get books autographed.
High school student Erin Oakes
made contact with other students
interested in forminga women’sgroup
at the high school level; she was
suprised to find members from other
Halifax organizations approaching
her to offer encouragement.

Overall, the evening showed the
strength of Nova Scotia’s feminist
communityandproved that the femi-
nist movement isstill vital and grow-
ing. “We're only 25 years into the
second wave that will probably last
anotherhundred,”said Steinem. MC
Mary-Jo Anderson seemed to sum it
up, “To those who say that feminism
is dead, I’ll say as Mark Twain, ‘the
rumours of our death are greatly ex-
aggerated”.

Metro area junior and senior high
school students interested in forming a
women’s group can contact Erin Oakes
at 864-8579.

OT reaches out to kids

by Elisabeth Crosby

Thechildren look forward to “Kid'’s
Day” at Dalhousie’s School of Occu-
pational Therapy with eager antici-
pation. One parent compared it to
Halloween, saying that they remem-
ber every detail about the event last
year, and the years before. One five-
year old explained to her big sister,
who was attending the fun-day for
the first time, “The footprints will
take us right to the fun!” She was
referring to the cardboard feetplaced
strategically from the entrance of the
Forrest Building to the registration
desk for “Kid’s Day”.

“Kid's Day” is an annual event at
the School of Occupational Therapy.
This year it was held on Saturday,
March 5. Thestudentsorganizeafun
dayforkids with disabilitiesandother
children, usually their siblings or

children of faculty members.

“Kid’s Day” isan “integrated play”
experience. The activitiesare modi-
fied to suit the children’s capabili-
ties. Forinstance, ifachosen activity
was Simon Says, and some of the

fish,
mermaids,
surfers and
dancers

children were unable to use their
legs, none of the actions would re-
quire moving their legs.

The day was almost cancelled this
year due to bad weather. Eventually,
tenof the 26 children invited arrived
and the activities began. Despite the

cold weather, children and student
occupational therapists alike had an
enjoyable “Caribbean Theme” day.
Allthe students wore costumes (some
were fish, mermaids, surfersand danc-
ers) or tropical outfits (shorts and
shirts, brightly coloured).

Not all university students sleep
in on Saturday morning. This is just
one example of some students who
give up one morning a year (and
many monthsof preparation) togive

children a wonderful day. I chal--

lenge others to share what they do for
the community that surrounds our
university. Perhaps we can show
that we are not as self-engrossed as

everyone thinks - that we do stand

forsomething besides books and per-
sonal gratification. Let everyone
know that we are caring, compas-
sionate and willing to reach out to
those around us in need.

Brento

B 1S T O

1l

Fresh.
Al Natural.

Different.
Bright.
Friendly.

“We are your only fresh allernative!

We are at the corner of Brenton & Spring Garden,
opposite Scotia Bank. For info call 492-1730
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DEUCE

ROAD HOUSE
1560 Hollis Street around the

comer from Maritime

entre

Double Deuce Bday Party
Bubaiskull + Cool Blue Halo
Thurs., Mar.11 Free!!!

King Apparatus $5
Fri., Sat. Mar. 12, 13

Leonard Conan Pub Slop
Release Party $3
Cinnamon Toast Records
Thurs., Mar. 18

Monoxides + Qhahogs $3
Fri., Sat. Mar. 19, 20

kz‘;ﬁ-\ AIR FARES

LONDON or AMSTERDAM fom 489

COD CAN'T HEAR
in stores now!

Includes free car for 1 week ( based on 2 trvig)

BRITAIN from 539
GERMANY from 549
AUSTRIA
ITALY from 829
LARNICA from 1049
ISRAEL from 1029
AFRICA from 1699

from 679

FRANCE
SWITZERLAND from 679
POLAND from 829
PORTUGAL from 654
MOSCOW
EGYPT
ASIA

from 579

from 1029
from 1029
from 1449

FARES VARY ACCORDING TO DEPARTURE DATES
Halifax 425-6110

1505 Barrington St. Maritime Centre
New Toll Free In N.S. 1-800-421-1345

Liverpool 354-5400

Bridgetown 665-4812

OPEN SATURDAY 9-5




