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A Canadian Music Master who by a Choral Business System Became Famous in the Music Centres of Europe

DR. A. S.. VOGT, conductor of the famous
Mendelssohn Choir, spent a year up tili
the end of Mardi, 1913, "under fourteen
flags" for the purpose of finding out what

Europe could teacli him in choral music. During
lis absence the Choir, which takes in a yearly
revenue between $25,000 and $»000O, did nothing.
Hîs studio at the Toronto Conservatory of Music
was occupied by other teachers. A week after
lie got back to Canada lie was hanqueted by mem-
bers of tlie National Club. Near the end of a long.
semi-confidential speech, the conductor-horn .
Canada o~f German parentage-described a most
interesting rehearsal which lie attended in Vienna,
the great music hub of Europe. It was the
Maennergesangverein. This is a club of singers
containing a large number of prominent business
and professional and political figures in Austria.
At this rehearsal of Austrians higli up in the social
and financial and literary world of Europe, A. S.
Vogt-asked if lie could sing a bit-sat between
the first lawyer and the leading poet of Austria,
singing German chorales.

The long itinerary uinder fourteen flags f rom
Einland to Milan and fromn Dublin to Vienna,
seemed to reacli a climax at this rehearsal. In
imagination, members of the National Club could

By A.UGUST US BRIDLE
The poi nt was carried. It is now morally certain

that the Mendelssolin Clioir-endorsed by the Na-
tional Club-will go on a musical tour to Europe,
not later than june, 1915.

Why should A. S. Vogt take the Mendelssohin
Choir to Europe? Wliat does this choir amounit to
as a national asset that :prominent financiers should
go into their pockets without solicitation to send
225 people junketing in the music centres of the
Old World? Finally, what kind of man is this
German-Canadian conductort*vho in the anniversary
year and month of the Battie of Waterloo expects
to take biîs choir on a five or six weeks' journey to
England, France and Germany?

Probably to answer the hast question would in-
volve both the others. The Mendelssolin Choir is-
A. S. Vogt. Wliat it is hie lias made it. And lie
is like some other dominant notes in our national

scale, the lucky beneficiary of circumistances. The
old phrase about the stars in their courses fighting
for Sisera has applied in this country to railway
builders, manufacturers, financiers, politicians-
and one choirmaster. To understand how A. S.
Vogt has been in league with the stars one must
retrace the story of how hie was able to build up se
remarkable an organîzation.

This goes back to boyhood. days in the counties
of Oxford and Waterloo. A. S. Vogt was the son
of an organ-builder. This was a good start. At
a very early age hie became a basebali enthusiast
on the village green; and hie went about under his
brother's management singing comical songs at
concerts. While a lad of twelve, accustomed to the
ivories from his father's workshop, hie played a
churcli organ in Efinira; afterwards in Berlin.
While a youth of seventeen hie packed up and went
down to the New nngland Conservatory. This was
the beginning of bis high regard for the United
States, where hie has since become mnusically famous.

S IL under voting age lie came back to CanadaS Iand took the organ of the First Methodist
Church, in St. Thomas, Ont. This was bis first
serious charge, lie made more of the organ than
of the choir, however, and as yet had not discovered
any treniendous possibilities in choral singing.
After three years of this-saving bis money-the
voung mnan decided to go to Germany. lie was one
of the first ambitious young Canadians ever seen in
1,eipsic.

It was during this three or four years in Germany
that the Mendelssohn Choir was really boru; maîil
in the good old Kirche of St. Thomas, in Leipsic,
where every Saturday afternoon the young man
repaired to sit and shiver ini a barn-cold churcli
while the f amous a cappella choir sang and re-
hearsed. And this mnarvelous unaccompanied music
haunted hii.

So lie determined that wlien lie got back to Canada
lie would have as good a churcli choir as that of
St. Thomnas. Ife was miidway on the ocean when
the choir commiittee of jarvis St. Baptist Church
engaged him as organist and choirmiaster. Hie did
flot expect the post, WVhen he Ianded lie was siniply
pîtchiforked into it.

He was there but a Sunday or so when lie started
in to reform things. The congregation neyer would
hold the last note on each line of the hyn'n "Abide
Wîth Me" the full four beats. Vogt determined to
malce them. For one service there was a mix-up.
Then lie got bis way-as lc ie sually does.

Anid lie began to develop the -art of unaccoin-
panied singing, which under bis index finger in
,Tarvis St. Churcli with the choir in a balf mooni
all centring on bis beat, graduaily hecamne a very
beautifuil and expressive musical service. Those
were the good old days whien people used to take
more interest in churcli choirs and preachers thanl
they do now.
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