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At the Sign of the Maple
A NEWS DEPARTMENT MAINLY FOR WOMEN

SOME 0F THE BOHEMIANS
Whose picturesqUe costumes and artful poses con-

trlbuted much to the chsrm of the recent Kermeso.

The 'Capital Kermess
By OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTT Otlie Victorian Order o! Nurses, Ot-
tawa la beliolden <for the most stu-
pendous spectacular production
ever wltnessed la tbe Capital. The

lKeriiesa, juat lateiy held, witli sucli artlstlc
and fInanclal succesa,I was under the distîn-
euislied, patronage, of Tlir Royal Higli.
liesses the IYuke and Duchesa of Connauglit,
and practically ail the prominent people iu
Ottawa were represented, la one way or
another, wlthln its ranks.

"-Kermelss," or Churcli Fair, derîves Ite
name frein the old word-KIrcbmesse, mean-
jng Churcli -Ai, whlch referred to tbat
portion of the brew and vintage given as a
tithe to the cliurcbes. Ia tlie Middle Ages
the Annual Fair was lield la opeq places
above flhe village churcb, and tlie marcbants
,went from one Kermesa te another wlth their
gooda for sale, la the Irocess of time, the
old Kermneas lest Its dlstinctively comÏmer-
cial cliaracter and assumed that o! nierry-
inaklng. The word was later used te signîfy
& gif t, and was s0 applled by tbe6 people of'
$pain, France and Italy to any festlvlty, or
bazaar, or entertelnmfent, glvlng pleasure te
the populace. StUll later It was used te
design5,te a sacred festival, whIch expressed
ln sOng and dance the joy of the German Who a
villagers at the cempietion of a churcli.

WhIle Îla this case, there was ne churcli erected,
the proceeds from tbe Kermess were devoted to qulte
as noble an object-tbe maintenance of the Vie-
torlan Ordor e! Nurses, about which charitable or-
ganization nothiiigfurther requIrea te be saldi.

Openlag wlth a. nagnlflcent spectacular effect, a
Grand Mardi took the participants (of whom tbere
were upwarda o! tbree hundred) up a tremendous

pranid, and there tbey poseit beneath vari-coloured
liglits. The enthuslasm of the audience froni the
rising of the ourtain was never allowed te fiag-"2A
Nlght in Koko's Gardon" speaks for ltsel!; tbe
"#PhortY Pbunny Pbellows," also, these boing quaInt
Uittie clowns botween the ages of six and eloyen
years, who acted their droil parts wlth a pleaslng
i.elr of self-consciousness and zained mnlin.h nnii.

their presence will be Lady Irene Curzon's coming-out
bail, given at lier father's bandsome residence in
Carlton House Terrace. An unusual bonour it is
for a debutante, but Earl Curzon is a great favourite
with the Royal Family, as was aiso his beautiful
&merican wife.

The Duchess of Devonshire's dance is another at
which Royalty will appear, and it is to be a very
splendid affair indeed.

Mrs. Lewis Harcourt and Miss Violet Asquitb (the
Prime Mlnister's daughter), wlio is taklng a
promînent part just now in social affairs, will act as
hostesses at the "Elglity Club" bail, where Liberals
will foregather. Miss Violet .is a very charmIng
and lnterestlng girl, and everyone sympathized wltb
lier In the great sorrow she liad a few years ago when
Mr. Archie Gordon, Lord Aberdeen's son, to wliom
she was engaged, was kîlled ia a motor accident.

Nowadays there is no lack of dancing men-a con-
trast to a few seasons ago, wlien evea the most
popular liostoas could bardly count upon sufficient
partners for lier guests. 0f course ail tbe interest
and crlticlsmn aroused by the Tango and kindred
measures caused people to think more of dancing
than lieretofore, and the vogue for dancing of a grace-
fui and unexaggerated kind lias been greatly en-
couraged by tbe Queen, wlio ls quite the best waltzer
In London. At the State bails there are always two
sets of ceremonious Quadrilles, usually followed by
polkas and waltzes, but In general society the
Boston and the One S'tep are the most popular
dances.

Evoryone was dellgbted to see Queen Alexandra
at the first nigbt of the opera season. She looked

A PHEW 0F THE "PHORTY PHttNNY PHELLOWS"
ppeared te "check" the phrollcsome proceedlngs, but Ini

greatly assitted th~e phestive Kermeus.

regal la a gown of sparkllng jet and wore a dlamônd*
dog collar and a, long dlamond chain.

Certain habitues of Covent Gardon are seen la tlie
samne boxes oach season. These include Lady Rlpon,
Lady Derby, Lady Esher, Sir Ernest Cassel and, Mr.
Alfred de Rothschild. The Duke of Bedford. though
no longer the owner ef Covent Gardon, stili keepa
bis box. Tbe most fashionable nights are Mondays,
Thursdaya, and, Frldays. Saturday bas been qulte
ruled eut by tbe week-end departures from. town.
In connectIon wltb tbe opera a few unwritten laws
are carefully observed by those In the best sots, for
Instance, one dees not eat there except. on Wagner
niglits, wlien Ices and coffee are qulte permisaible,
and aitheugli tiaras are donned for the Frenchi and
Itallan operas, tbey are prohbbted by the mode on
Wagner niglits,

Talking o! ornaments, quite one of the prettlest
modes of the moment that Is being launcbed by one
or two of the leaders o! soclety is to bave a pîcture
pendant-intead ef an erdiaary jewel or enamel
centre tepen~dant la composed o! a miniature
landacape or a fancy picture painted on lvory framed
la opals, pearls, diamonds. Crystal ornaments, too,

Majesty was cbarmingly gowned în mauve and was
accompanied by tbe Prince of Wales, Prlncess Mary,
and the Princes Henry and George-and was Jolned
later by Queen Alexandra, Princess Victoria, the
Duchess o! Teck, and Prince and Princess Aage of
Denmark.

Recent Events
C OMMANDER EVANS, of te Scott expedtion,

recently addressed tbe Women's Canadian Club,
of Winnipeg, and chose as bis subject "Herees

at Home." "Heroines at Home" lie mîglit well bave
called it, for lie pald special and touchlng tribute to
thie women folk of the ill-starred South Sea crew.
He referred In particular to Mrs. Oates, the mother
who gave ber splendid son and In retura recelved
the diary wltli its fly-leaf dedication, "To my motber,
the only woman I ever loved," and te the mother
and sisters of the littie Scotcbman, Bowers.

Mrs. L. A. Hamilton, of Toronto, was one of tlie
speakers at the congress in Rome of the International
Council of Women, this montli. "Women la Country
Life" was lier subject, slie belng convener of the
Committee on Agriculture for Women o! the National
Council of Women of Canada. Mrs. Hamilton re-
cently wrote on this theme ln these columas.

The Australian suffragist, Miss Margaret Hodge,
wlio bas travelled wldely and la now givlng lectures
on Woman Suffrage wlth the autbority o! one wbo

knows, spoke la tbe Capital a week ago
to-day under tbe auspices of the Ottawa
Equal Suffrage Association.

Word comes froni Montreal tliat the only
three gold medalists ln tbe Arts course at
McGilI tliis year are ladies. The Anne
MolsonGold Modal was won by Misa Violet
E. Henry; tbe Governor-General Gold
Modal for Languages -by Miss Marjorle H.
Goldsteln, and the Gold Modal ln General
Course by Miss Clara W. Fritz.

in Halifax the Ladies' Auxllary o! the
S. P. C. A., o! whlch Mrs. Jobn E. Wood la
president, are dIrectlng efforts to ralsing
money witb which to buy an ambulance for
tlie use of Injured borses and a shelter for
doga and amail animais generally. Recently
a wealthy lady of Pbiladelpbla donated to
the Auxillary for the sald purpose a check
for one liundred dollars; te whlch tbe
soclety added, the other day, the proceeds
of a successful bridge whlcb was gîvea at
the Waeolwolllc Club bouse.

relt oA Womans Consumera' League was
eatyfrmed rocently la Edmonton, Alberta, for

tbe purpose of brlnglng the producer of farni
producta and the consumer o! the sanie Into dloser
reiatlonshlp. The bonorary president of tbe new or-
ganization la Mrs. Bulyea, wlfe o! Lieutenant-Gover-
nor of Alberta. Tbe preslient lo Mrs. A.- N. Mouat.

SNAPPED AT THE "STAGE ENTRANGE."
An siasive group of the clowns and fairles, th. exerclse
of wfiose magie talmnts substantlally sweIled the recelpIs

at the Ottawa Event.


