over $50,000,000, while total increase
,In deposit accounts is well over $60,-
000,000; deposits not bearing interest
standing at $88,767,018, up from $75,-
745,729. Deposits bearing interest rose

to $210,439,031 from $160,277,083.
Profits for year were $2,200,471,
equal to 13.76 per cent. on capital.
Dividends at rate of 10 per cent. and
bonus of 2 per cent, 12 per cent. in
all, was distributed. Profit and loss

account compares as follows:—

1916. 1915.

$1,293,953 $1,232,669

Bal. P-L. acct. ford
from prev, yr, ...,
Profits after deduct-
ing  charges and
providing for bad
and doubtful debts 2,200,471

$3,494,424 $3,341,300

2,108,631

.............. 1,920,000 1,920,000
$1,574,424 $1,421,300

‘War tax on bk. notes
I o e RS 160,000 127,348

Balance P-L. carried
forward $1,414,424 $1,293,952

The annual meeting of the share-
holders will be held in Montreal on
the first Monday in December, when
the president’s address will be pre-
sented.

That Barrel of
Potash

" (Continued from page 19.)

[ could see, to be on good terms with
me now that it was near midnight, and
me with no supper.

About eleven o’clock old Dick
Styles came in and sat himself on a
barrel to watch the show. He was a
nice, garrulous oid chap, who always
;ﬁade it a poimt to watch Bump melt
T'}? botash, the first batch every year.

1€ way the two of them gabbled
i?;%e me think of two old crows on a

, had not di ou
B“t !hey Na soussed half the
th ngs they kneW

g ; ,before Bump gOt me

“She’s all malte o id s
Time to bale o e
D went a enoler. Bump took the
.ngt round. The temperature up on
at ‘arch ‘with ' the two blood-red
caldrons just below was higher than
%I}yt'hing' I have ever experienced. Old
t‘hl‘l;)ka;:a'tl1 close to the wall and took all
e r.be could ag far from the heat
o 0ssible. Bump sweat as miuch as
Wwas able for the dry old hulk he

Was and sent me
second cooler, € up to bale out the

en we left

the ashery about one
;lhtgt IThad ¢oncluded, in my huneer,
e om.. Bump was too mean
Ebe. cgnsqﬂgred a worth-while part
it hristian communify. T went
s ed and mdeed him, He became
Scrme A symbol of oreanized avarice.
- 0086 Was no. worse. In vain
5 oured what polite literature I knew
Or examples more desmisable,

Say.-if ‘he | ¢
four dolls had up and pajd me even

ATS On  aecoy i
;Ilrr;[ﬂd have smiled a;‘ﬂ;’c s?:;-t;ﬁp;;
.Ow;lement. But he didn’t. Fe kept on
e v% mte the money. = Al next day as
never 4 . oiumning for corn he said
$itta aTv}:ord about any of hig obligas
in mé 2k ere was a note of contempt.
3Pr0gan(e)ec'§na§? a look of supereilions
Manivy s as rhino-hided old hulk.

"roll' UD . a stump to ftg mate

get even, or if I couldn’t
that somethy; { ot
cimumstance;:g would happen called
20 We stumped all that day. i
By r y, intend-
g; to barrel up {he potash next morn-
B '?‘ (ﬁ;*g;?reéi the \fyagon thf}t even-
: : W afternoon / Bum
Wguld drive those two barrels of 708
. 840
et his money—and pay me

hat he
Belates, agwﬂi me? In the words of

—likely!»

_Bump and 1 gat in 4
the warmish

':ryaes’fng laving our feet in the family
. "W‘,]‘;asm one hy one. %

e ::. Wwagin's that?” asked he ris-
bush, ,"quent to glance back at the
agoe She’ eard it comin’ out a while

oRRe AL turned off somewhere’s.”

gt i

I dare-.

at seven cents a ib. to the’

recorded by . B. S.—“Not

THE COURIER.

“All quiet now” I admitted, as we
both listened to the clack of the frogs.
“I heard that vehicle too.”

There was no bush road back there
to turn off from the main sideroad
Wagons didn’t come out that far just
to turn round and go back. So Bump
said going into the house, sock footed
to bed.

That wagon interested me. I went
to the stable and stood in the doorway.
It was a dark night. There seemed
to be/the flick of a lantern back at
the ashery. It was too soon for fire-
flies. I listened. In the racket of the
frogs I heard nothing else. But felt
sure something was going on back at
that spook-hole<of an ashery. Neither
Bump nor myself had been back there
since the melting. The potash would
now be as hard as rocks. All day long
1 had been curious to see it glinting all
colors in the sun. Marvelous stuff it
was, seven cents a pound; more
beautiful than any mineral as I had
heard.

Again that flick of light.

“Dog-goned if it ism’t——!” 1 said
to myself.' “It’s a lantern.”

Bump was snoring by mnow. Mrs.
Bump alse. I was the only awake per-
son on the premises—unless——

1 determined to make sure. Back
the road I went at first in a hurry,
jumping on the fence every little while
to make sure I wasn’t mistaken. Then
as I got close to the old spook place I
slowed up. 1 could see I was not mis-
taken. There was a lantern. I could
see two burly figures blocking the
light of it: one of them plainly keep-
ing the thing behind him. They were
working like demons. They were
barreling Bump’s potash—benovelent
peanle! A wagon stood backed up
the dorway. I could see the team.
' The sight of this retarded my steps.
T felt like one in'a dream. I suddenly
hod no desire to intrude. It was all
plain as day what was going along.
In ten minutes the thing would be all
over. The wagon would start again.
Bump snoring at the house nine fields
awayv would never hear it.

The lantern was suddenly blown
ont on the ground. Somebody grunt-
ed—*“Now up with ’er! He-yo!”

They were rolling a barrel up a
plank into the tail of the wagon. Tt
was a barrel of potash, weight 800
1bs., harrel and all. Amd so help me
I conldn’t hudege a hoot to stop it. I
saw the thini roll up, heard the tail-
hoard rod go in, saw the two mount
the waeon and drive Awav out over
the bridge, back the road into the
bush.

At first T was disappointed. Then as
T halanced the business nro and con
T mnttered, “Serves the old skinny Tke
right It’s  indement heecause he
gounead me. (Hory Hallelnjah!”

At once T felt myself in league with
fate aeaingt Bump. . Those two sons
of nld Diek Stvles were the agents. 1
had read of such things in novels.
Flere it was all eoming true. Bumnp
to-morrow wonld bhe furions. I wonld
eniov his rage, not breathing a word
that T knew anythine about it. And
1 tnrmed haek towards the house.

Then that inconvenient instrument
called eongcience oot hold of me. Thase
agemts of fate were common thieves.
Thesw had awaesed 700 Ths, of notash
that had cost Bump at least $5.00 for
the asheq. not to mention my wages,
wear and tear, team-hire, ete. And my
peraonal sweat, besides all the long
cold drives afteir the ashes, the hungry
noons, lye-eaten overalls and frosted
toes.

And T vowed they should never get
away with that barrel of potash. I
turned and ran after the wason. It
was dawdling back the dark bush
road, which was spongy and rough.
Neither of the thieves on the seat

eonld- see me ag’ I trolloped along be-

hind the tailboard plotfing how to get
that barrel of goods which kept
chmeeing back against the tail-board
and rolling away again.

“A brilliamt intention seized me. It
was absurdly easy. My thumb and
finger got hold of the tail-board bolt-
head—omne of those hand-screw things,
easy as wink to unscrew it, then—out
with the rod as carefully as possible,
honing not to strike a patch of good
road-where the team might trot. I

(Concluded on page 25.)
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BANK OF MONTREAL

Statement of the resuit of the business of the Bank for the year ended 31st
October, 1916.

30th Oectober, 1915........ $
yber, 1916, after deducting
ng full provision for all

Balance of Profit' and Loss Account 1,298,952.95
Profits for the year ended c

charges of management, s
bad and doubtful debts

2,200,471.04
T §3,494,423.99

Quarterly Dividend 214 per cent. paid 1st March, 1916.3 400,000.00

Quarterly Dividend 214 per cent. paid 1st June, 1916. 400,000,00
Bonus—1 per cent. padd 1st June, 1916........ 160,000.00
Quarterly Dividend 23 per cent. pald 1st Sept., 1916  400,000.00
Quarterly Dividend 234 per cent. payable 1st Dec., s
2 0 0 Sl ROl SR e s SR L SR D R N e o 400,000.00
Bonus—1 per cent. payable 1st Dec., 1916...... 160,000.00
: $1,920,000.00
War Tax on Bank Note Circulation to 31st October,
LR RSO R A I e g R 160,000.00
— 2,080,000.00
Balance of Profit and I.09s carried forward ....cceees soivisaienie s $ 1,414,423.99
GENERAL STATEMENT-—31lst OCTOBER, 19186,
Ldabilities.
CRDIRL SUOCIT iiiiv ho wnia 0vis v e Eavie s, vy PG h b s 0 e SRS g $ 16,000,000.00
3 E T R i T e L e o AR e $ 16,000,000.00
Balance of Profits carried forward ......cc.0en.. 1,414,423.99
$ 17,414,423.99
Unclaimed: Dividends .50 .. icihivassse v ine 3,433.00
Quarterly Dividend, payable 1st Decem-
ol 0 e el o DI G S LI e S R $400,000.00
Bonus of 1% payable 1st December,
191G s Co iR vanine s s n vaneias 150,000 00
Pyt 560,000.00

$ 17,977,856.99
$ 33,977,866.99
.$ 21,779,134.00
. 88,767,018.22

210,439,031.57

Notes of the Bank in circnlation ..
Deposits not bearing interest .............. e
Deposits beiring interest, including interest ac-

crued to date of statement ................
Deposits made by and balances due to other Banks

A MRS o R R S DN s on e e 5,663,390.91
Balances due to Banks and Banking Correspon-
dents elsewhere than in Canada......c...... 545,282.46
BIIS-Payatile 72" L T e Tt e reiele e s biee s 1,225,935.75
— 328,419,792 91
Acceptances under Letters of Credit ...... s 2,179,360.30
Liabilities not included in the foregoing ....... 638,631.65
$365,215,641.85
Asseta.
Gold and Silver coin curremt .......... sessess-$ 21,040,803.21
Dyominton NoReRs 3 o el s i Pewpaivie 20,273,216.00
Deposit in the Cetnral Gold Reserves ........... 7,500,000.00
Deposit with the Minister for the purposes of the
LS BECE A eTE O e b o e AR o S e e 790,000.00

Balances due by Banks and Bank-
ing Correspondents’ elsewhere
than i Oaradn >, ooy i e $ 31,631,237.46 .
Call and Short (not exceeding thirty i
days) Loans in Great Britain . §
. and United States .......uu.. 113,002,097.27

144,633,834.78
419,736.71
13,947;120.84

Dominion and Provincial Government Securities
. not exceeding market value ................
Railway and other Bonds, Debentures and Stocks
not exceeding market value .,............ .04
Canadian Municipal Securities, and British, For~
eign and Colonial Publc Securities other
than Canadian .... b b N b
Notes of other Banks
Cheques on other Banks

21,796,159.28
& 1,749,441.00
. 14,832,868.63

————$246,982,680.28

93,729,065.43

vessanaes .

Current Loans and Discounts in Canada (less re-
batesobeinterant) o ol sl eri el bc e San T
Loans to Cities, Towns, Municipalities and School

B gt T SRR e S Sy D I L fave. 11;2556,571.96
Current Loans and Discounts elsewhere than in
Canada (less rebate of interest) ............ 6,478,263.28
Overdue debts, estimated loss provided for ...... 350,954.24
e — 111,818,854.86
Bank Premises at not more than cost (less amounts written off.; 4,000,000.00
Liabilities of Customers under Letters of Credit (as per Contra 2,179,360.30
Other Assets not included in the foregoing ..............0u. i 239,646.41

$865,216.541.38

H. V. MEREDITH, FREDERICK WILLIAMS-TAYLOR,
President. General Manager.
To the S8hareholders of the Bank of Montreal:— :
e have checked the Cash and verified the Securities of the Bank at the
Chief Office and at several of the Principal Branches at various times durln
the year, as well as on 31st October, 1916, and we found them to be in accorg
with the books of the Bank. 'We have obtained all information and explana-
tions required, and all transactions that have come under ocur notice have, in
our opinion, been within the powers of the Bank. We have oom{)ared the.
. above Balance Sheet with the Books and Accounts at the Chief Office of the
| Bank, and with the certified returns received from its Branches, and we cer-
| tify that in our opinion it exhibits a true and correct view of the state of the
Bank’s affairs according to the best of our information, the explanations given
to us, and as shown by the Books of the Bank.
g Montread, 17th Noyember, 1916. v .
A J. MAXTONE G

RAHAM, 4
JAMES HUTCHISON, } Audidors,
Chartered Accountants.

Sm.cé 1860 |

Many people are sending their Couriers to the boys at the front. The Courler
ie a good “letter from home.” Send more Couriers and still more.

\



