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anxd profit open jýo-thke Western farni
er which, because of, the ease wit:
which hc acquires wealth, hie is apt
to neglect. This is unfortunate for
the country as a whole, and some day
it may bc unfortunate for hum. AD-
parenitly lie does flot always prepare
i the fali as large an acreage as pos-
sible for early seeding in'the sprinz,
nor is lhe always careful to use good
s*ed; >he 'dees flot use fertilizers to
aiy. reasbnable extent, nor destroy
noxious weÇds with sufficient vigor,
nor does ht prepare for a proper ro-
tâtien of croips; and it is regrettable
that the higher branches of farming,
sui as dairying, the breeding of
good cattle, borses, hogs, and sheep,
and the raising pf poultry, are not
being more rapi&Ïy developed. How-
ev'er, the Manitoba Government is
doing good educative work. of this
kind in its Agricultural College, and
the Governments O.f Aiberta and Sas-
katchewan have shown in many ways
that they are alive to these most im-
portant questions. The example
aiso of the weli trained farmers wb<
ae tobe found in many districts

~st tel in time; indeed, there are
xýany Parts of the three provinces inwhcl, great pregress ini mixed farm-
iaig is already,-axoticeable.,

From the best information we can
get the year just closed is regarde<
as au exceptionally good pne in the
cattie trade. Prices have 'been satiis-
factory and the European markets
have been steadier than at any.time
since 1892., The prospects for a con-
tinuanxce of good prices seemi par-
ticuiarly bright owing to the general
shortage. of cattie in aIl exporting
counitries, and especially in the United
States. Canadian herds frei the At-
lantic te the Pacific are now reported
by Goyernment experts to bc entireiy
free frorn disease, and a most careful
quariantine against foreign countries
as te cattie, cattie products, and
borses, is being xnaintained. On the
Western ranges the grass is excellent
and -% el cured, and animais intended
for next year's. market sbouid corne
through the winter in geod condition.
While it is difficuit te obtairn reliabie
records af the number and total
movement of cattiei the Wes't, the
foliowing figures wili be of interest.
The shipment for expert for the last
four years has ïbeen as follows:

1905 ..................... 64,287
1906 ........... 86,575

10.... ....... ....... 53,556
108(te Sth December).. 100,454

..These figures indicate clearly the
severity of the winter of 1906-7, and
aiso t4 recovery- from its effects.
The total number of cattie, herses
and sheep in the tbree Provinces is
estimated as follows:

Cattie. Horses. Sheep.
1901....942,625 340,329 182,616
1906.....1,944,598 682,919 304,531
1908.....2,073,840 737,659 307;682

Now that the slight check te the
growth of the West, caused by the
world-wide stringency in money, the
poor crops of cereals, and the bad
winter for cattie, is passing, it may
bc weil, if you are net already tired
with figures, te give some of the evi-
dence afforded by statistcs of the
ra'pd growtb of the prairie provinces.

We bave already deait with grain
and cattie. In lumber the cut for the
country between Lake Superior and
the Rocky MQuntains--a district net
very important in timber areas cein-
pared with other parts of Canada-
bas grown from 119,U00,000 feet in
1899 to 266,000,000 feet i 1907. In
ceai from mines in Aberta and Sas-
katchewan, thie growth in the same
peniod bas been from 334,CrG0 te 1,-
757,000 tons. The grain storage ca-
p acity, including terminai elevators,
las grow±x from a littie under 20,-

000,00() bushels i 1899 te 61,000,-
000 busheis in 1908. The miliing ca-
pacity, of which we have ne records
for 1899, bas grown from under 20,-
000 barrels per day in 1903 te over
40,000 barrels per day in 1908.

The railway mileage in the tbree
provinces bas grown from 2,000 miles
in 1900 te 8,560 miles in 1908, and
tbe demand for branch lines is still as
pressing as ever. The Premier of
Alberta bas stated bis views as te the
necessity for greater transportation

a-facilities i his province se urgently,
th that we cannet doubit but that bis
t peopleý and these fSéqthwn
r are keenly alive to the,,a Yaa*a'c andLY necessity of beingr ab1ý . ~ heir
> crops speedily te the séab'oard. The
re movement of cars will illustrate the
- poerness of the crop of 1907 and the

', excellence of the crops of 1906 and.
Id 1908, and aise the improved capacity
,0 of the railrèads. Fer the twelveýy menths ending 31st Auguat, 1907. the
r, number 'of cars carrying grain was
)-,507; for the correspondîng périod

lei 008, 63,978, while for only fhreeg, montbs of 1908, from September to)f November inclusive, the nutnber wasp, 48,898. Ini southeru Alberta and ait
)t scattered peints elsewhere there haver- beera streng complaunts of car short-
is age, but as a wbc>ie the service of theîs railroads bas been better than usuai.d The number Qf homesteaýda and
s- pre-emptiens, exceeds air prevreus
rs records, partly because- of thé >newi- Land Act, wbich came int0 force only'
leon lst Septenxer, since wbich time aogreat rush bas eccurred. The num-

's ber of entries durung the first nine
emnonths of the past thre years has

n been, as follews:
1- 1906 1907 1908

37,690 23,129- 41,963
n It seems safe te assert that the newd Policy of the Dominion Government
ýeregarding the desirability or oth or-

-_ wise of those wbo propose te setule
:in Canada is bearincgogod fruit, asethose who bave taken up land durinz

1- 1908 have been, as a rule, of a better,-class than in previeus years. TIh eIl number of settiers cemning into the
gthree provinces during the past yeard is estimated ait 105fe, of, whom

about 40 per cent were frôm the
d United States.

y The population orf the tbree pro-il vinces bas grown frem' 414,000 in
ýs1901 to 975,000 ini 1908; the value ofdgoeds entered ait the Customs Depart-
ement froin $6,200,000 in 189.9 te $26,-

00 -0,000 in 1907; the nxuber of brancb
dbanks from 29 in 1889 'te 407 in 1908;
ethe banlc ciearings froin $107,'788,000
i. n 1899 te $717,423,000 in 1908. -
eThese figures atrundantly. illuatrate

Jthe prosperity of the West, and weemay fairly expect that E",tern busi-
ness dependent on.the West wili new

timprove. StilI it must be remennbered
that, -owing to the peer crop and'tbe
cattle losses- of 1907, the West, s0 far
as its immediate buying power is
concerned, is net very much abead of
whiere it was gt tbe end of 1906. Itcis sincerely te be hoped that tbe de-

lsire te spend freely and te incur debt
wili net immediately return, and that

ssomne of the lessons ini econemy may
5remain permanently impressed upen

the people.
Before passing te tbe United States,

3it may be well te repeat tbe statement
rtecentiy made by the Cousus andSt atistics Office regardingz the quant-
ities and values of the field crops af
Canada. The area of these crops. ex-
clusive of Britisb Columbia is given
as 27,505,663 acres, and the comnputed
value at tbe average local markettprice as $432,533,000. These figurest
show an average value per acre for
tbe field crops of the Dominion of
$15. 72.

United States.
Wbile it was impossible thaý the tbree 1

Pacific states in which we are directlyc
interested sbould fail te feel tbe cf-t
fects of disturbance in tbe marketss
elsewbere, the cbeck te business dida
net become generaliy acute or lead 1;
te wides.pread financial distress, and p
conditions are now grewing steadiiy,2
although siowly, more normai.F

In view of the rapid destruction of 1timber going on tbroughout the ii
worid, a correspondent of tbe Lon-C
don Times, in a recent article, draws a
attention te the quantities estimated ti
as stili standing in tbe Pacific Coast fi
areas of Nortb America, as foilows: r
Oregon, 225 billion feet; Washinzton, 01195 billion; Califernia, 180 billion; C
British Columbia, 150 billion; Idaho f(
and Montana, 100 billion; a total of T850 billion feet. Canada, as a whole, fi
is credited witb 500 te 600 billion a:
feet. The deep interest of the Eurekp- w
ean world in these iast great stands irof timber in Nortb America should oý

.m ksit r

,r and laý

d s~n t, tht
break. Il

net be forgotten when. w*e conuldet
our Own natiënal future. We may

-a« 'e the, foe.Ï.on. wlaÎch we have
plactd sonxuch reliance 4sapi, X

wih à aQ di wlich we hsave
supposed Posile, The quaitity fi
value of thee<pamber produced ftbln
tbe Douglas ;fir of Oregon and Wash-
ington, '>e--Ugar pine, the whîte

pîne, andthe d ~dof Calfornia,
ail ëombined, wifliflustrate In a start-
ling manner the depletien which ila
geing on, and the enormous Money
value of thes, stapt"es: ,-
Total preductlni Feét. ,vaine

1905 .. .4,940,000,000 37845%G0ý N'
ý1906-* .. 0Ô00 0 42QQ'0

-1907 . 5~0O0O» 85,lbeôo4
Taking al the v4ritties of Iumbcýi

into account, Washington cieceeds ail
ether states in 6output, the Produact in
1907 ibeing neaniy' 4,000,000,000 <fc4
The total product of -tIi'ê ,,Who*
United Stâtes in 1907 was ahout 4,-
0oOooo fcet,- with an. estiý&atci
value of $6soa;ooo

The wheat crep of the thret states
was much *maller than *?Ii. ipnal.u
crep of'1907. pAics Were aotneýWhat
bigher, parti wncte large- n.Wire-
ments of, Cailfoôntoia- w h*xdly, tàb&
regarded as a whbeat-greWi*xg *tate,
The exuort tftdewab aurrourtded byseveral difficultres,ý one iln parti4eiIli
being the fact that the pnice for hopincensumpt ion generel1y .ýxceede4, ieexpert price. The tr"sPcfri4"
trade lias experiencod a sharp .,hýkF ' nacil dîfficulties and the ý4e
fallin i the value et silv~er in Î 1Wa4
the high ,retectîveé dxîties. pI#ét~wbeat' andf four in japaxi>7 i*prices at home, have anadefipâ
-neariy impossiïle for tbe ttie *ting
in eats and baniey, %a weU a' whef'the decline in -Prtductlpn 0ascompreâ
witla 1907 was, roughly gpedçngfrem twenty-five to forty per cent. Iphops .there lias been another seo4ous
falling off inacareaee and yil4, andthe resuitb have beeü uite tiProf!iýý
able,' Takhag 9Oregon as'gk a MI
wbereas in 1906 this ita 1te ô. e1Q0,000 bales, and the U1i
as a whole,. 8 65,000 4,4as,
137,00ôbies lin nlàx
geo .onlr),Produeod- 89>,00
United Statçs, as a x#hole,
bales, against 201,00e bale. iL- nge
land.

While the en iy Promité* f- týýgtï
usually large fruit crop was ixot f ully.borne out, the crop was very lage
although the fruit wa:s muchoii lethan usual. Finaucial, eoqditio, a pre-
vented the smaller -caaners front paçk-
ing as much as usuai; but pries wore
low, and in consequencti the large
canners prepared enermaut stocke to,
be carried over te next year wbien-
n 1ecessary. An extensive busines inýshipping fresh decidueus fruit to the
Eastern cities as developin. About
12,000 cars of this clasa of fruit left
Califonnia in 1908, and abodt. 80,000
cars of citrus fruits. Wbuie the falin price waï very great lndeed, theyear bas, except, te the amalI can->ners, referred te, been a goed ont onthe wbole and in citrus fruits one cofthe best on record. We are unable tecbtain statistics regardingthe plant-ing of fruit trees in Washington and
Oregon, 'but it fa ibeing donc on alarge scale, and these States, alreadyimportant as preducers, are likeiy te
cecome stili more se in certain in s
of fruit. The year bas been excep-tienaliy favorale for prdcegof
sugar. betb la the Hawaiian Iulands
and in California. Cropa have been
argon than in any previeus year, and
prices bave averaged $78 per ,ton of
2,000 pounds, againit $70ola 1907. Tht
Hlawaîîaa creEp was 521,000 tons fln.
1908, as compared witb 440,000 tons
in 1907. Tht beetroot sugar crop in
California wililibe about 91,000 tons,
Lgainst about 72,000 tons in 1907. The
otal value of the pr -ducts taken
from the soil of Calîfornia in 1908
nakes the astonisbrnz total of $888.-
00"'00', against $360,000,000 in 1907.Of thîs, $8o,000,o0ro is credited te theforest, and $55,000,1000 te the mine.
This beaves $253,000,000 from the.feld, orchard, vineyard, dairv, etc.,
nd these are avenues in industrv
which will annually produce a yield
in proportion te the intelligent labor
of man and tbe beunty of Nature.,
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