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Awek imore of slow onward travelling1
a~dthe road led through a muddy
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with the result that mntva of the
hores vere down and ail four wheels of thej
wagon.houelesly embedded in the elime.
Dipsprte efforts vere :made to get out,1
but the animais only floundered deeper1
in an apparent.y bottomiess hale, until1
they lay there exhatisted. So terriblej
vas the nature of theae that it took1
themtwo days to Uialyeget extricated1
finin the place. A camp had to be made1
for the night and a hoist vas built to dragj
the poor aninuils fromn their miry bcd.o
'fie wagons had to be unloaded, takeni

aatand car« out piee by pieoe, then1
j~.ed ndPut teter &gain. The1
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h vwas after this experience that the
bomesfirst shoved sigis of losing theii'
ulregth. Their helpiess struglshad
sapped their 'vitaity, and the chan
cimate had wrought ita hardships. An
exfta supply of oats vas fed themn with
tbe rsut that the supply diminished
ridly and later the store became ex-
bausted. Thereafter ail sloughs vere
erfuly avoided and many extra miles
were travelled in order to avoid a re-
péition of a similar experiencc.

Day after day of weary travelling. The
sun-.blazed down vith a scorchmng heat.
'IIià-Promiised land seemed no nearer.
lUe-riiid became more dry and dusty;
tbow-a sudden gust of wind would come
upaamd MIl cyes, ars and mouth with
sind.' How rereshing the littie streains
woald b. then, and hov joyfuliy the weary

tm~eswauld spring f rom the wagon
to dAnkof the cod stram and bathe in
its reàing waters.

About noon one hot tiring day trees
wers dscerned ahead and soon the
Ottail river came into view. After a
shot hat an attempt vas made to ford
th~e river, but the river vas deep and had
a otrong current. Ini attamptng t turn
around and regain the b=n the wagon
vas almot overturned, and it vas only
by a miraculous gidance that seemed
to lead their travels that they manapd
toucramble up ontothe bank withflothiflg
wm than wet clthing. Here a hait

liat o e ad, res eled and alarge
raft huâlt. By the neit day this vas
completed, famlly and goods vere loaded
in while the homses swamn behind. In
croming a bag of flour and beans wçre
accidently' knocked into the vater. This
was a serions matter, as food vas already
beming scaroe and while beans, pem-
mican snd Sour remained, many of the
smailer articles of food auch as tea and
sucar had been used up. They had
reckoned upon getting game and fish by
the way but game was scaroe that year
snd the finny tribe had rsfused to do their
bit. The oats, by this time were ail gane,
and the horsea vere steadily grovîng
weaker on the prairie grass vhich vas
their onîy support.

About a day's journey fromi the O)ttertail
they vere fortunate in meeting the
Canadian troops, -a detachmient vhich
was znaking its way from Pembina ta
Abercrombie. Al men were brothers
in those days and provisions seemed ta be
common property. Quite as a matter of
course the troops divided their food and
SUPPlied the travellers vith sugar, tea
and tinned goods. Qats, hovever, could
flot bc obtained.

It vas thon an anious tiine. They
vere stili over two hundred miles fromn
auy settiement fromn which they could
get aid, and as they slowly moved over
the ground hope was very loy. Nov and
thon one of the family vould get out and
walk until exhauste in order to relieve
the horses which now and then stumbled
ia a hopeless sort of vay, then vould
regain tbeirfootingandainblo onward with
hanginghead.t length the Red River, vhere Fargo la
Do0w stuated, was reachod. Afteî crossing
the ferry they camped on the other side.
Bere one of the homses lay dovn and,
tbough efforts were made to iovive hlim
with brandy he rolled over and breathed
bis last. TÙhev were s0 busy attendin
ta the Iast moments of the poor animal
that they did not notice the approach of
LitoPs on the other side of the river and

later vers surprised ta sec qîite an array
of tents under construction. They vers
visited by noverai of these men and advined
ta settle thers instead of pressing onvard.

The next day preparations for the
journey vers continued. The promlned
land of Manitoba vas ti the goal.
There vas nov but one homse for each
wag~on wbich necesitated slow travelling
and that by foot. The other tvo poor
animals vers grovmng thinner each day,
and vers fed bread and beans frora the
scanty store. To make mattera vorme
their clothng vas in rags from bard usa&e
and Will, vho had borne the brunt ofe
hardahips had vorn his shoes and stockings
through and vas travelling on bis bars
feet. Bach one that vas able vas talng
a turu in shoçing the wagon, lending vhat
aid they could to the weary homes and
even the little tots shoved marks upon
their tender shoulders from thir wiing
help given in these sors, straits.Stl
the only hope lay in presssing onvard and
hopiug ta pass somo traveller on the way,
vho might render assistance.

It took tvo days ta make the next
eighteen miles. The road led on toa
biliy plain, dotted hers and their with
bluffs. There vers mauy riversansd it
vas a delightful country but its beauty'
vas loat ta, the veary traveliers as tlieY
slovly cravled along, through little
streams, dovu shadylanes and over rocky
patha. At mauy of the Streama the bmk
vers very steep and at Elm RPiver 90
perpen dicular vers they that dth alf
bred a tied a rope ta a tree trnk
for their convenience in low"rn their
wagons dovu the bank, a sign of civâuia-
tion that awakeued hope in the traveilers,
alas, not destined ta bc fullfihled..

The next trouble came at Sat river.
When the camp had been made they

discovered that the vater besidewhic
they bad COMPed vas absolutely vile
At thia stage of the journey nomue ve
fastidious but this could not hc a aowed.
Water vas a necensity aud darkumm had
come on. WIil's father vent forth inta,
the darknessta nearch for vater. Hours,
wbich grw longer with' esch minute,
rofled by and lhe did not returu. The poor
mother vuansmot ditracted with 1nnetyý.
At length she rsluctantly yielded ta the
entreaties of Wi that bc should go t
searcli for bis father. There, aJone,
among the dark troes; with lier little
ones about her, ahe kept aliglit the camp
firs and vatehked sud prayed. One miget
pause ta realise ber terrible anxietyaBeue,
in this unknovn land the only atrong
members of the famliy gone mto the
darkness, where not only miglit wild
animabis urk but vhere aise Indians
roamed about sud miglit at any moment
came upon her or the absent Ones. Travel-
ling in those daya carried mare terrfying
anxieties than in the aniety of the

C rent-day travell& hoee only fear la
k of fnsta psy for eensiàve dinuers

on the dining-car.
In the meantimfe Wlf walkled aloig the

river bank that lie might ha able ta id
his vay back and pushcd an through the
trees, stumnbing over fallen loge and
teariug bis bars legs on the bruali and
rocks. CaIling aloud in the scotary
darkuess he stumbled aiong for a great
distance and vas giviug up the seareh
in despair when he heard an answering
cail from bis father who, as he expected,
had lost bis vay. A long veary valk
toak thcm back and vhen Wiil arrived
bis legs were so sors and svoiln that lie
could haredy valk for several daYs after-
yards-.

That niglit thoy had fia vater. Tbe
littie ones criod themAdeves ta sleep-
The homses' tongues vers hanging from
their mouthsansd they lookod up with
dumb, piteous eyes of entrsaty. The
uoxt rning vhen they arase from a
voary niglt the Second homse vas dead.

Then, indeed, they vers inuBseS traits
Mfter light bad rsveabod a vatering place
a consultation vas hld. Their outfit nov
consisted of onc veak homse aud tva
wagons; the provisions vers almost gone,
thers being only flour and vitter which
they vers making into bard cakes sud
caaking in the balf-breod fashion bita
vhat vas known as bannock; their clothes
vere in tatteirs and Wily who vas the iight
hand of the party vas alnoat, criPPled

ith bis injured legs.
But stii the only hope lay ahoad- To

miake the load lighter the canvas cavering
vwas taken off the vagons and everything
cast away excopt the barest neessities.
Thon fastening the tva vagons together
and taking turns at pushing and pulliug,
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