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 whole cost of the service, as s the casc in this instance (though Mr. Cunard scems
to suppose otherwise), I would stcongly recommend that the payment be based on = -
the amount of postage by making it equal to the postage, and a certain fraction.
of the postage in addition’; or, if requisite, ‘eyen-,to -a.pmlt-xple: of "th?f‘:P_(’?t,age"f
‘Such a mode of payment wounld have:the additional advantage of r?nflermg; simple -
any negotiation with a Colony (as with Canada, for example In this instance), for
the payment of its shareof the cost. oo o
. "The Committee recommend that, in any new contract, alI:‘ provisions ~1€h1011»,.d0»~ R
" not directly bear upon the efficiency of tlie postal service, such as requiring that . -
the vessals shall be so constructed: as to serve to some extent for nlen.;of_w;;r, -.;md S
that troops and stores shall-be conveyed at less ;thap the ordinary charge, should "
be abandoned, and in-this recommendation I entirely concur.. : - = o0
Another recommendation -of the Committee, inv‘}v_hich,'a]so,ﬂl"conc:ur, is th:;t“ L
a scale of penalties should be laid down for del:}y‘in- sax_lmg, or for‘ovgr:tl.mf: in Theﬂ RERAy
voyare, and that these penalties:should be. ngldly‘enf:oxced ;3 a provision which!
_would be doubly important if the payment for the service were tq;be; a fixed sum
' instead of depending on the smount of postage. - ‘ R R R R F O
-In:every mew, or rencwed contract, it is n.nportant that - provision: shou]gl be ‘
' made for sorting letters on board, or (when it is not ‘d~eem‘e‘d necessary for this, .or
for any other purpose, to send a Government officer), to ‘require that :the con-
tractors shall ‘be responsible, through  their captain, for. the safe custody of -the
mail-bags, and for their proper exchange at the‘v‘fmou‘s poyrts‘qf ca]l SRR
. Having made these remarks on the general subject of contract packets, Labstain
" from offering any detailed observations upon Mr. Cupard’s contract, until.I'learn -
from your Lordships whether you determine to renew ‘that contract, or to allow
the present term to expire, and then to throw the service open to general com-

petition  Ihave, &c. -
(signed) - Argyll. =

SR  TREASURY Mixvute, dated 15 December 1857.
Transurr this Report to the Board of Admiralty, and request that the Lords
Commissioners will favour my Lords with any observations they may bave to -
make upon the points raised by the Postmaster General, so far as the system ' .
referred to has been tried. = B T

 The Searetary to the Admiralty t0 the Secretary to the Treasury.
oSy ... Admiralfy, 21 December 1857.

. 1 navE received. and laid before my Lords Commissioners iof the Admiralf
- your letter of the 16th instant, enclosing. ove from: the Postmaster-General
- dated the 14th ultimo, relative to an application from Mr. Cunard for a renew:

of his cont; ails to North America;:and requesting mny.

I LS T

of his contract for the conveyance of m




