
THE OPERATION OF THE BRITISH NAVIGATION LAWS.

characterizes the conduct of Great Britain towards this colony. That sense ofjustice must
indubitably prevent her from exacting a privilege or protection for ber products and
manufactures wlich she no longer yields to ours; and that feeling of liberality must
deter ber from continuing the shackles on our commerce which she bas removed from
ber own.

Hitherto the amount of protection conceded to the products of Canada in the British
markets has been so great, as to throw into the shade the advantages which British products
have enjoyed in this market, at least such has been the prevailing opinion; but the following
table, showing at one view the discrimination which our tariff makes between British and
foreign, in some of our principal articles of import, amply proves that the inhabitants of
Canada have not been lightly taxed in return for that protection.

Articles. Foreign. Britisb. Discrimination.

Books - -

Candies, Sperin -
Ditto, Wax - -

Ditto, other kinds -

Coffee - - -

Ditto, roasted.
Glass and Glass Ware -

Harness - -

Hardware - -

Hats, Leather, Woollen,
Cotton - -

Ditto, Silk - -

Iron, except Pi
Jewellery

J. - e

Leather Manufactures -

Machinery - -

Musical Instruments -

Manufactures, Cotton,
Linen, Woollen -

Oakurn - - - .

Oil, Fish - -

Oilcloth - - -

Paper Manufactures -

Spirits, Rum - -

Brandy, and other spirits

12 per cent.
15 per cent. and 2d. per lb.
7 per cent. and 2d. per lb. -

7 per cent. and Id. per lb. -
,5s. per cwt. and Id. per lb. -
5s. per cwt. and 2d. per lb. -
20 per cent. - -

12 per cent. -

12 per cent. - -

12 per cent. - -

20 per cent. - -

12 per cent. - -

12 per cent. -

12 per cent. - -

17 per cent. - -

12 per cent. - -

12 per cent. -

7 per cent. - - -

16 per cent. - -

12 per cent. - -

12 per cent. -

1s. per gallon -

2t. Sd. per gallon - -

Sugar, refined - - | 20 per cent. and 2d. per lb. -
Ditto, Muscovado and

Bastard - -

Sugar Candy

14s. 4d. per cwt.
20 per cent. and 2d. per lb. -

5 per cent.
2d. per lb.
2d. per lb.
Id. per lb.
Id. per Ib.
2d. per lb.
5 per cent.
5 per cent.
5 per cent.

5 per cent.
5 per cent.
5 per cent.

5 per cent.
5 per cent.
10 per cent.

5 per cent.

5 per cent.

free -

1 per cent.
5 per cent.
5 per cent.
6d. per Gallon - -

Is. SJ. per gallon -

10 percent.and 2d. per lb.

9s. 4d. per cwt. - -

2d pr 1b. - -
2d nr b

CANAýDA.

7 per cent.
15 per cent.
7 per cent.
7 per cent.
5s. per cwt.
5s. per cwt.

15 per cent.

7 per cent.

7 per cent.

7 per cent.

15 per cent.

7 per cent.

7 per cent.

7 per cent.

7 per cent.

7 per cent.

7 per cent.

7 per cent.
15 per cent.

7 per cent.

7 per cent.

6d. per gal.

Is. per gal.
10 per cent.

5s. per cwt.

20 per cent.

On Most articles of import not included in the above Table, there is a protection iii favour of
British goods, varying from four per centum upwards; and on all foreign articles from the ware-
house in the United Kingdom, 25 per centum of the Imperial duty is remitted.

But important to the future prosperity of this province as this Association deems the
abolition of discriminating duties to be, that question sinks into insignificance when coin-
pared with that of the opening of the navigation of the St. Lawrence to foreign nations.
That river is obviously the most essential element of our power, and on the use we make of
the natural advantage it affords will mainly depend our future position as a commercial
country. The natural outlet for the products of the Western States, a country but newly
sprung into existence, and yet numbering already upwards of four millions of inhabitants.
-Shall its full capabilities be made available ? Shall we, possessing this great highway to
the ocean, succuimb, without at least a struggle, to our competitors in the race for coin-
mercial pre-eminence ? It is true that we shall have to coritend against difficulties which the"
energy and enterprise of our neighbours have interposed. It is true that railroads and
canaIs are being constructed to branch out in every directioni from the str eam of the St..
Lawrence, in order to divert that produce to the ports of the United States which would
otherwise be brougbtto our own ports for shipment. Nor is the rivalry of our competitors
confined to the construction of these public works. In order to make them profitable she
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