
to, and Mr. Keefer -accordin«Iv undertook this
congenial hut-as, it proN-ed, owinçr to the sinall-

mindedness of the governiiients on eitherside-
uiireniuner,-,i-tive work. He remained engaged
in collaboration with Mi-. Andrews until Febru-
ary, 1851. Soon. after returning to Canada he

witlidrew froni the service, never to re-enter it
except for the performance of some special or
teinporary worIz. Being ;ý,(rain solicited by INI r.
Andrews, who had meantinie been appointed bý
the United States Goi-ernment- to prepare a
fuller report on the subject of reeiprocity, to,
wssist him, Mr. Keefer went tA) New York.

where, for some nionths, lie was enct ed in
the work. The second report was duly prepared.
One of the remarkable feý-itureý,, of ït, as it niust
appear to, people of this day, is a map prepared
by Mr. Keefer, showinçr the advantacires of the
Sault Ste 31.arîe line foi- tliroucrh traffic from the

west to the Atlantic seaboard. Followincr this,Mr. Keefer entered u of creneralpon a career en
practice as an engineer, while at ' the sanie time

K-eeping perfectly qu'fait in the economic and
P()Iitic,,-tl.si(riiific,-,tnceof.-ilI publieworks and public

inovenients. He continued to publish his views
froni tinie to time, bein(r one of the most volumin-

ous ass well as one of the iiiost influential con-
tributors that the press of Canada has ever

known. It Nvould be impossible within. lessspace
than would be afforded by a book devoted to the

sul-ýject, to give witli any detail one tithe of the
works whieli Mr. Keefer's inarvellous ability and
his iio less marvellous ener gy enabled him'to per-

forni. Sonie, and only the inost important, inay
he briefly sketclied. Iinniediately upon leaving
the service of the governnient he entered that
of the companies holding charters, whicli to-
crether authorized the construction of the railway

froiii ýNIoiitrea] to Toronto, and for the bridging
of the St. Lawrence at ,Nrontreal. These corn-
panies were subsequently merged into the Grand
TrunI.: Railwa Company, after an a,ri4tioti iny e

whicli 'Nfr. Keefer took a leading part. Iii a
,peeeh at Kingston, in April, 18 1 Mi-. Keefer

declared that the road they were about to build
would ultiniately reach the Pacitic Coast, another

evidence that the encrineer was also a statesnian.
While on the' Grand Trunk work he inade the

surveys between Montreal and Toronto. At
the saine time lie made a niost important report
upon the feasibility of bridging the St. Lawrence
for railway purposes at Point St. CharWs. An

eminent Americati entinter had declared the
pr(ýject impracticable. Mr. Keefer', however,
took the contrary view. His experience on the.
Ottawa River works had given him an intimate

knowledge of the action and effects of ice in
frreat rivers, and it -was the danger from this
source that w.Ls most to be feared. His survey
of the St. Lawrence rapids had -also given him
information of the greatest value.,, The eminent

engineer Rolx-rt ý'--itephenFc)ii, whoqe name is
jiiost proiiiiiiently -tssociated with this crreat

wql)llk-l w,-iý,; ilot called in until after the et)ntr.,t(,--
tons liad'utidertaken the work- ou the survev
and relx)rt inade by iMr. Keefer. Thepri i
ples laid down by Mr. Keefer -were in the main

adopteà by Nli-. Stephenson, and the loc;ation
fixed by the Caiiadian eiicrineer w«Ls not eliaiiged

niaterially by the illustrious Eii ' glishniaii. Aiid
he said, iii justice to his nieniory, Robert

Stephenson never forgOt to ,,rive credit to %fr.
Keefer for the wor- lie liad dotie in coiiiiection

with this iiii(rhý)r eri(,riiieeriii(r work. Later Ji(»
constructe,ýd water-works for Moiitreali 11.1111il-

toi], Ottý-tw,-,t and otlier cities. ile was the
ellfrineer of the 'Motitreal Harbor G)niiiiis.;it)ii
for sonie years, and the first tg-) propose tliv
dre(Ifriiicr of the, chaniiel to a depth of niore t1ian
sixteen and a-lialf feet. In the controversy

whieh arose on the question of r-ailway gaugg -S,

Mr. Keefer recognized the necessity of Cariada
conforming to the Ainerican inethod, and there-

fore idv()c«ited the standard gauge. In this
coiniection it nia be mentioned that the chawre'y lm
of the ii,-irr(.)w-(raucre roads to standard soiiie
years later, wïLs in accordance witli, and largely
because of, his advice. In 1869 he lt4-x)- up th'

advocac of the Canadian Pacifie Railwav, beint,y :ý1
one of the first to declare that the lo(rical se-
quence of apolitical union of tlie provinces -was a
bond of communication froni coast tg coast. Of

tliat ggreat idea he was one of tiie niost
ardent advocates, until tlie acconiplisliment of
the work A 187S, Mr. Keefei iis TI, wî, appoiiit.ed
by the Mackenzie îadniiiiistration Conimissioiier
to the Prris Universal Exposition. He -was
the only paid Comiiiissioner, and though lie was
given a board of eininent men as his advisers
the responsibility for the success of the Cana-

dian display rested niainly'upon hi-, shoulders.
The success of Canada in Paris is a niatter of

history. Keefer's excellent work was recog
nized l-ýy the French ci-eated

him an officer of the Le(rion of Honour, and I)v
Hei-iýt,«,tjesty, wlio inade Iiiiii Companion of the

Order of St. Michael and St. ('eoi-(,e. Wlien, in
1886, the Governinent of the Doniitiion decided
to investi-rrate the subject of the disastrous

fioods at Montreal, occasioiied by the Il jam - of
iee in the channel, àli-. Keefer wits appointed
chairman of the commission. The report pre-
sented was a niost complete one, and the inforin-

ation therein given was of the greatest service
to, those whose business it was to pi-event a

recurrence of the floods. Another very iniport-
ant service Mr. Keefer was called upon tg) per-

forni was to act as one of the arbitnators in the
great case between the Dominion Governme-nt
and the Canadian Pacifie Railway Company,

arisinc 'r out of the fiaulty construction of the
Onderdonk sections of the road. Mr. Keefer is

'l
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