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abfolutely neceffary.to check the Encroachnents of the French, His Ma-
jefty, on the 4th of the faid Month, upon the Report of the Lords of the
Council for Foreign Plantations, reje&ed the faid Propofal, and thereby
removed the Fears and Jealoùfies chat the Adventurers had entertained, to
the great Difcouragement of the Fifhing Trade.

Nevertielefs the Filhery was fo feverely affeéed by the aforefaid Dif-
orders and Difputes, that the, Merchants, Owners, and Mafters of Ships, and
Inhabitants of the Weftern Parts of this Kingdom adventuring to Newfound-
land were obliged, in .December 1670, to petition His Majefty, that the
faid Fifhery might-besmaintained by Fifhing Ships according to its ancient
Cuftom, that Encroachments thereupon' might be removed, and that the
Majors mentioned in their Patent might Fe impowered to authorize and
depute, fron Tiine to Time, Perfons to execute the Laws and Conflitutions
for the Fifhery according to the Intent of the fame; and -on the ith of
February following, after the Petitioners, and thofe that oppofed them, had
been-fully heard by His Majefty ih Council, the whole Matter was referred
toi His Majefty's Council of Plantations; and it was ordered that their Lord-
fhips fhould confider of the befi Ways and Means whereby the Fifhing
Trade in Newfoundland might be regulated and advanced, and alfo pro-
te&ed and fecured.from Foreigners,. and how the faid trade might be ma-
naged for the Increafe of Seamen, and the Advantage of His Majefty and
His Subje&s, as likewife to take into their Confideration His Majefty's
Charter, and the additional- Powers defired by the Weftern Traders, and to
report their Opinion upon the Whole to His Majefty.

Accordingly their Lordfhips, on the 2d of March following, made their
Report, and offered it as their Opinion. and humble Advice to His Ma-
jefty, that the feveral-new Regulations contained in the faid Report be add-
ed to the Chartei; and on the îoth of the fame Month, after the faid new
Régulations had been ferioufly confidered by His Majefty in' Council, thofe
that related to the Adventurers were all approved, except· One, whereby it
was propofed, that Encouragement might be given to the. Inhabitants to
tranfport thermfelves and their Families to Jamaica, St. Chriftopher's, or
fome others of His Majefty's Plantations; and it was ordered that the faid
Rules fhould be added to and inferted in the- Charter.

But when the Adventurers found that the Renoval of the Inhabitants
from Newfoundiand could not be obtaihed, they feemed to be very indif-
ferent' about renewing of the Charter, fo the Trade was left to take its
Courfe; and in 167 F, Captain Davies, the Commander of the Convoy,
affirmed, " That the faid Trade was not then by Two Third Parts fb good
" as he remnembered it, when 200 Sail of Ships and i o,ooo Wv en were
c Yearly employed, and at length trained up to the Sea-" with which Ac-
count the Memorials of the Adventurers alfo agree.

In 1674 the Solicitations for a Governor were again renewed, and on the
i 2th of February it was ordered by His Majefty in Council, That the Lords
of the Conrnittee.fhould re-confider this Affair; who reported on the i5th
April 1675, that it had been clearly madeýout to them,

That the French had confiderably advanced their Filhery at Ntwfound-
land.

That


