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It is, however, one thing to look for a restilt and aliother thing to
find it. Stralige to say, althougli young men ili the United Kin -
(loin (Io not be-On to tak-e a Evely interest in publie questions for
fülly five years later than tlicir Caliatliau fellow-subjects-, and for
fülly ten years later flian tlieir Ainerican cousins (who enter on the
comparative study of ward politics at the mature age of twelve

years or so), tliey are, on the whole, wlien the riglit tiiiie coines,
quite as well able to judge intelligently publie issues as are tliese
more precocions stifflents. I venture to think, too, that iiot only do

yoiiii- Englisliiiieil, Scotchnien, and Irislinien conie at the start to
conclusions as intelligent as do tlieir transatlantic bretliren, but that,
speaking generally, tliey ultiniately rise to a iiiiicli higher level of
culture and power of governinent. Hence it lias been always cou-
sidered a compliment to a Colonial or Ainerican statesnian to coin-
pare Iiiiii to ail Iiiiperial Minister. And, froin this- point of view,

many tliouglit it was a notable lionour for Sir jolin Macdonald to be
conipared, as lie occasionally is still, to the illustri*ous Renjaiiiiil

Disraeli, E.arl of Beaconsfield. It is paying a still Iii-lier compli-
ment to the Canadian Premier to assert that the comparison is
lionourable to both.

'rhere are certainly strong points of reseniblance in the lives and
character of tllese extraordinary men, thougli one cannot establisli
as striking a parallel as soine enthusiasts would wish ; iior is it
unfortunate for Sir Joliii Macdonald that Iiis career lias not been ail
exact couiiterpart of Disraeli's. He thereby escapes the reproacli
of one or two glaring inconsistencies and of a certain grotesque
egotisin -vith which Beacolisfield is fairly chargeable. On the other
liand, a illeasure of greatiiess iiiust be concedè(l in mie direction to
the illustrious jew which the illustrions Scotchinan (loes not share.
Over and above his greatiiess as a statesnian, Lord Beaconsfield

was great as ail author: and, to quote his own words iii the intro-
ductory notice to Iiis father's work, " Curiosities of Literature " :

" An author inav influence the fortunes of the worId to as great ail
extent as a statesinan. or a -varrior; and the deedsand performances,

by whicli this influence is created and exercised, inay rank iii tlieir
interest and importance %vith the decisions of great cougresses, or
the slilful valour of a nieniorable field." 1liere are, of course,


