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a patient, and that w~e are confronted with prablems which we
hlave ta try andsolve; the vaîriaus clifficul.ties, that mecet uis -ve -wil1
discuss ii cletail according- ta the different forms. The first thing
which lias ta be recognized is that this disease presents certain
Well-markeci differences correspondingy tu lifferent ages in if e.
1 shall divicle the subjeet iii tlîis way: (i) the eczenlia, of the
infant; (:2) flic eczeia of the young chilci; (3) eczcîîîa at the
age of puberty; (4.) eczerna in the aclit; (5) czemia in the aduit
wonman at the~ change of life; and (6) eczenîa in the ageci.

EICZEMA IN IFANLICY.

First, witli regard ta eczcma in tlic infant. We wvil1 suppose
tliat flhc practitioiier lias attended a woinan ini lier confinenenr,
ai-d tlîat after the child is born the nurse caîls lus attention ta the
fact tlîat there is a littie circular patch on the scalp. ÎThe pateli
is generally about tlie size of lîalf-a-cro-w'n, or a little bigger, of
a dirty-.brown color, andl comiposeci of greasy material which is
very adiierent to the scalp. The nurse asks wlîat is ta be donc.
The usual answer, or at any rate a very common answer, is tlîat
it is of no consequence-that it is nothing, and that it wvil1 dis-
appear in the- course of tinie. This littie patch is a patch of sub-
orrhca; sebaceous mlatter lias been secreteci and lias dried. Tlhis
littie patch is of the g>reatest: possilble importance, and it ivili
therefore be well if tîe practitioner pays considerable attention
ta it. It is very often. tlîe focus from which an eczenîa-i of the
scalp in an infant ivili start. The first thing that happens if it
is left alone is that around the brownislî patch in'thc centre of
the scalp a reci ai-cola appears, and froni tlîat rcd areola other
circular patches ivili appear on otiier parts of the scalp. Now if
care is taken ta treat this in the vcry earliest stage I beliere, thiat
a cansiderable amount of eczenîa in the yaunig child ivili easily
disappear. The question is how it slîould be treated. "Xe bave
first of ail ta recagnize tlîe fact tlîat in the clîild tliere is a great
blood-supply ta the brain. It is neccssary tbat tlîis should be so,
as abundant nutritive niaterial is required for flhc formation of
banc and tlue building of the brain. Owing ta, flc great vascu-
larity of the scalp the slightcst irritant is vcry likcly ta convert
what is in the first instance a trivial condition into a very acute
one, and ta make the eczerna sprcad from that particular spot.
As a rule nurses are very fond of scrubbing the infant very f reely
ivith soap and water. I thinc that is much overdone, and 1
think a word of wrarning should be uttcred by tlîe practitioner,
especially if tue clîild lias the slightest sig n of irritation of the
scalp. Washing should nat be donc with. any violence. If a
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