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which should come quite late, are begun quite early.” - Professor
Bain, whois of opinion’that ¢ it-is more difficult than' Arithmetic;
and probably on & par with the beginnirgs of Algebra and
Geometry;! cohsiders that it cannot: be effectively taught to the
mass bofore ten years of age, the difficulties of grammar béing
the difficulties of all science, viz, gofferalities couched in tech-
nical I:mcruage Such being the case, and remembering how hard
it is to get the youthfal inind to mfike any approaches towards
the comprehension ‘of grimmatical niceties, 1 should certainly be
inclined to put the age for studying grammar much later than
he does. Of coutrse, :is lohg as education is primarily literary
and secondarily scientifie, this will be impossible, %is grammar
lies at the root of all literary training. But the tiime is not far
distant, we may be permitied to hope, when education will sub-
mit to the inevitable veform of allowing the culture of the powers
of observation to precede that of the powers of reasoning;
and not witil this revolulion-lakes place in education, will the
study of grammar be relegated to its true place and its proper
agesk Mezmwhﬂe we have to work out some scheme by which.
the study we are considering may be rendered at once suffi-
clent for the purpose of instruction and logically consistent in
‘itself. et . PR B ' !
‘How litﬂe‘conéistency there ig'in our-grammars it is now my
work to' show, and-in doing so I must'ask iyour indulgence if 1
take you for a short time into dull and techmeal detaﬂs My
excuse is that the subjectréquires it." .
*“The primary difficulty of English’ Gx‘ammar teaching consists
in the fact that no' two books upon the subject agreé together.
Betwaedn - thée ordinary books upon Trench or Latin Grammar
there is substantial agreement, between' the different English
books ihere ig so httle in' common th.zt the pupxl trame& on

SR S L s N

e ’I‘he wr'ter has recexved from Messrs G'nn and Heath, of Bostun, a baok
entitled « I}lcmentary Léssons in English for Home and School 'Use ” the
first fiatt of 'wlich is intended to show « how to speak and write correcﬂy »
Froin the t2acher’s edition which'the writér. received, many valuable hints
and suggestions as to the elementary teaching. of English may be derived.
It js noticed, hare, however, especially because it' is.an atiempt to pase
Engligh tea.chmg upon the powers of perception.and observation. Its plan
preclndc.s it from compa.nson mth ordmary STATATS, | the technical paris
being ngorously ' excluded.



