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tthe late visit of Ris iRoyal flighness the Prince of Wales to, India, which, il-
lustrates the great extent of the Bible Society's wvork, and niight afford some
idea of the effect the Society's labour-, are producing. At different places
during Ris Royal Higlin -ss's tour the Prince received from varioùs bodies
copies of translations of the Holy Scriptures into, 1 believe, no less
tliai eleven languagcs, and in, 1 think, no less than nine cases the transla-

'oscomprised the whole Bible, and some of the most important portio.--
<both Testaments were presented, which had been translated into nine

other languages in ivhîch no complete translation of the whole Bible had yet
been finished. This may affo-rd somne ideýa of the number of readers in India
towhorn the Holy Scriptures arenowaccessible întheirownIndian dialect; and
w,,hen 1 mention that of all these versions four only were, I believe, comiplete
when I firstwenttolndiaforty-two yearsa go, we rnay have some ideaof thegreat
present activity of the Society's agents in a grcý.t number of missions seat-
tered throu-gli such a number of nations speaking so miany different dialects.

" Then, as to the effeect produced apart froni direct and entire conversions
fromi other religions to Christianity, .1 rnay mnenLion the fact, -%hichl struckz
me greatly, that 1 was assured from miany quarters that many thousands of
Hindoos who do not makze any profession of Christianiity habitually uise
books of the Old and Newv Testamèént as their models in prayer and their
standards of niorauity. I need not trouble you with commnents on the fact,
but 1 arn sure that ail friends of the Bible Society will rejoice to think that
the devotional portions of the Bible and the moral t' .tchings of our Lord and
Eusý Aposties are Iargely re-.'1 and deeply thoiight i.n by great, bodies (jL" their
felk>wý-suibjects who are stili iii seaircli of a rul of ]ife. -Believe me, my dear
Sir, very taithfully yours, ~BRL .FEE

"The Secretary of the Bible Society."
That is a most important document, and lot us than)k God that Sir .Bartle
Frere has been enabled to return in suficient time to send to us these solemii
anci strikinge observations for the increase of our confidence and for our en-
couragement in the work in which we are engagord. Well, now, I thank you
very sincerely for the vote to mie whiclh you have been pleased to pass, and 1
muiist entreat you to, bolieve that 1 amrn ot indifferent to this great cause
because I did not in the outset of the proceedings detain you with any obser-
vations of niy owvn. The truth is, I lIave occupied this chair nowv for nearly
four-,and-twenity-years, and in twenty of them, I believe, I made niy speech
wheii f opened the pýroceediings. 1 think thrat everybody rnust know nmy
fe elinigs, and I think a very large proportion must knowv even the language
in whicli 1 should coiivey them. 1 think, therefore, t]iat I do wiell to lbus-
baud your timie and your attention, and give free scope to, those speakers froi
distant parts who have beexi inviýed to deliver to you the resultr, of their
observations. I givo thern only their due in enabling them. to quote thieir
records and mnake their statements without your being %vearied by the ]ength
of the proceedings. But I will say, as my friend Dean Close bas said, this
may be the last tirne-although I arn not a youing man, 1 arn not perhaps as
old as hie is-nevertheless, ibis miay be the last time that eitber lie or I wil
ever address you from this platform-I will say that the great ambition of
my life, in a sublunary aspect, has been gratifiod in my holding the post that
I now do, as the President of a Society for diffusing the Word of God in %Il

iits purity to, the utxnost ends of the earth.
The Bishiop of Gloucester and Bristol then closed the meeting with the

Benediction.


