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UNION OF PRESDYTERIAN CHURCHES.

Wo had expected hefore closing our columns, to
have received an uccount of the proccedings of
the Counniltoes of the two Synads who met in
Huumilton on the 26th October, from a member of
the Committen of our Svuad who was present § but
in this wo have been dippointed.
stand that the wecount of the wneeting which ap.
peans in the Banuer of tho Lith, speaks more
strongly of tho prospects of a fuvourablo termina-
tion to thesonegotintionsthan is wurranted by fact.
‘LI'he desiro for 1 union, i which we also partici-
pate, has probably misled the writer of that ae-
count.  We havo not at present cither timo or
space to cuter on this most mportant subject.

et S

ATPOINTMEXNT 1O 'KNOX'S COLLEGE.

“The mision of Mr. Dayne, acconling to thoe la-
toet conmmnnication from him, does not prontise to
he immediately successful to the full eatent that
was desired and contemplated.  The Coltege Com-
mittee, onthat nccohnt, at their mecting on the 27th
Octoher, uppointed the Rev. William Rintoul to a
permanent place in the College, in so far s thoy
can do#o.  As'this appointinent will obviato the
reason of the protest taken by Dr. Bams to the
resofution of the Preshytery, como to on tho 31st
August, to relieve Mr. Rintoul from his charge, ho
isubout to muke nrrangoments to remove to To-
ronto.  ‘I'he matter will be scttled ata pro re nata
meeting of tho Preshytery, called for the 11th No-
vember. His address as JEditor of this paper will
meanwhile be, ¢ Knox's College, Tvionto.”

Natices of Books.
FAARSAR AR AR .
03 Authors and Bookscllers who wish a candid
notico of new publications that have a direct bear-
ing on the cause of true religion, may forward co-
pics, freo oi expenso, to' the Editor, at Knox's

J

Collego, ‘Toronto.
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THE PROTECTOR—A VINDICATION.
BY m:m.n{*i:"wxiic.\'c.

= As“the rod of the wicked shall not always rest
upon the lot of the righteons,” when l‘iviug, S0 nei-

-ther shill the reproaches of calumny be permitted
alwaystolic on their memory when dead.  ‘Thishas
been well illustrated in the recent vindication which
the name and memory of Oliver Cromwell have
very recently received. It is now 189 ycars since
this great man quitted the stage of timo, and until
but yesterday, as it were, public opinion scemed to
have settled down in the Lelief that, with all hix
great qualitics as-a soldicr and a statesman, he
was yet a hypocrite, or an cathusiast in religion,
or at best a mixturo of both.

Historians had almost universally mistaken his.
character, somo from ther utter incapacity o ap-'
preciate the spiritual clement which was its grand
formative principle ; othersagain from thcir political
and ecclesiastical biases ; and others still from their
not having before. thes. ull the information that

.could cnable them to form a just cstimate of the
man.

That information is now sprend before the world,
in & voluminous publication of Mr. Thomas Car-
Iyle, containing the lettcrs, specches, and despatch-
es of the Protector of Englund.. And great is the
service to historical truth—yea, and to divine truth
too—in 50 far ag that is uvolved in_the. character.
“of 6no of its illustrious profossors, which has been
performed by this publication of Mr. Carlyle—
From it, in connexion with the acts of the Protec.
tor.which biograpliers and historiaus havo record-.

Wo under- !

ed, his character can be made out & fully and dis-
tinctly us the charncter of David can be mude
out from those psalms of Jus, s which he breathed
forth the nuumst desires suud aflvctiony of his sound,

and the histories of his acts, which are to be found !

in the bosks of Samuel and Chronicles.  And
Ohver Cromwelly, whon thus seeny 13 found 1o have 4

heen not merely ono of the wrentest of warnons | epsive Eurapean cclebrity amd influence than

wud statesmen, but also one of the greatest of
christians—au man who, in the most trying and ar-
daous seenes of life, endeavoured to walk with God.

Medde D’Aubigne has given in the work now
hefore ws, o few noble sketehes of thiy illustrious
puritan,  Fow of our reades nay have aceess to
the volunes of Cuarlyle, but we trust many of
thom will poseess themselves of this most attrac-
tive and instructive volume.  Ihey will find in it
fine delincations of tho priucipal incidents in the
Protector’s eventful ife, as well as of the leadmg
features of the age in which ho lived—an enlights
ened estimato of the excellencies of his character,
aud the errors into which he felt; and what w
more, & sunnmg apphication of the lessons taught
by the history of thoso ‘times to British
christians and politicians in our own day. And
who so fit to urge these lessons us a forcigner, who
stands exemipt from all the suspictons which would
attach to & Scottish Preshytcrian or-un English
Episcopaliun or Nou-conformist, and that forcigner
the honoured aunthor of the kHistory of the Great
Refonmation.

Muay christians of a)l denominations profit by
the suggestions which Mere D’Aubigne throws
out as to the duty of cultivating mutual forbear-
ance,-and secking after union 3 and muy the states-
men of Britain and of Cunada read and ponder
the illustrations which he adduces as fo the na-
tional blessings of a sound Protestantisn, und-the
nationul degradation and ruin which follow on the
prevalence and ascendancy of Popery. N

It has somctimes been -said that when an. Eng-
lishman ceascs to be a Protestant, hie loscs his nas
tionality, and, from tho Engiislx-likc spiii[ of "the
Swiss Merle D’Aubigne, we may say that & the-
rough Protestantism can cusity transform « foreign-
crinto an Englishman,

We give a quotation from the volumes, and our
readers, wlhether they possess it or not, will not,
we are sure, complain of the length of the quota.
tion. It is, with u few omissions, the xi. chap., the
title of which runs, ¢ Morariry, GLORY, AND AN~
Ti-Poreny or Exarasn”

¢« To Cromwell the State was a divine institu-
tion, the maintuining und governing of - which be-
longed supraely to God.  He wouldnot, like cer-
tain partcs, look upon at as a purely human socie-
ty.  Ie did not think that it was bused simply on
terrestrinl fucts, suchas conquests, treatics, and
constitutions.  He was not indeed Wind to the in-
fluence of theso things, but over all, according to
his views, the interveution of the Deity was to be
recognized.

“ In sone of his applications of this principle he
went too fur. The™ State is un institution against’
iniquity, The prince is the minister of God to
execute :cralb upon him :hat doc.llc evil. .

“But there is one point which ho saw very
clearly, and in regard to which his notions were
true,. ® .* *. the prosperity. and power of a nation
are based esscntially on its morality and ou its
faith. He understood more distinctly perhaps than,
any other ruler, that no country can exit and’
flourish unless -it have wathin itself somo principle

of life.

-
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“ He had, indéed, other passions not less nolis
than thit of religious liberty. “I'ne greutice}
prosperity, und glory of Fuglund was 1o Jess po
tent necessity in him, and ho wortvily neted wpoy!
it He waid one day in council: ¢ § hope 10 maky!
the name of mn Fnglishinan us great us over thy
of a Romun has been?  And in efleet ho so g,
mented the general resonrces abd inngitime pove,
of the natiow, that ke precured for it wware e,

o b o OIS

litd ever possessed under any of its kings, ¢

s It the Protector knew that righteousncss ez,
alteth a nation, und it was by this means lie de.,
sired to elevate his owne  God hinself gpoke to
his people. .

“The army was subjected to an adimirable mo.,
ral discipline, which, with the picty that animatd}
st of the officens and soldiers, . concurred ay
keeping up u purity of manners till then unkuown,.
especially in the garrison and the camp. .

¢ ‘Phe same morality prevailed st the Protect.,
or's court.  Bverything was becoming and ho..
nourable : every thing in strong contrast with the,
levity and debauchery that surrounded the unfor. -
tinate gon of Charles L in a forcign country, ane,
of which the catholic court of Franco cre fong.
presented so deplorable an example.

¢ "T'he mora) punty which distinguehed the epoch.
of the Protectorule 1s a fact- of great unportance:
Wo are, m trath, called upon to apply the rule n.»
ven m the Word of God: Erery good tree bring..
cth forth good fruit, but @ corrupt tree bringetk-
Sorth evel frnt.  When unbelievers and hbertiugs
pronounce for the reygn of Charles. Il~u. reym-
charucterized by great public Lcentionsness,—and:
agamst the commonwealth, so remarkable for s
christiun virtues,—we can easly. understand thea
But when moril and religious people do the same,:
we are at a loss to account for their motives. 1l
18 22 matter of such consequence thut wo feel it
our duty to quote on this pot the opions of wa.
ters both Bnghsh and French,—wnters very Ro.
mish, very royalist, and very hostile to the Protee-
tor.

¢ Dr. Lingard; a witness beyond suspicion, does
homage to the: worality of his gaverument, oh
though, with the candour habitual to the mass of.
Papists, he will not sco in it anything besides ap-
pearunces. ¢ Awmong the immediato consequences
of the Restoration fof Charles IL.,in 16601, no.
thing appeared to the intelligent otserver more ex.
traordinary than the almost instantaneous revolu..
tior which it produced in the moral halits of the
people. Under tho government-of men muking.
profession of godlinesy, vice had been compelled to
wear the exterior garb of virtue ; but the moment
the restraint was removed, it stulked forth without
disgusico, and was everywhero receivid with wel
come. ‘I'he cavaliers, to celebrate their tritumph,
abandoned themselves to incbriety and debauchery
~—and the new loyalists, that they might prove the
sincerity of their conversion, strove to cxcel the
cavaliers in licentiousness.  Charles, who had nat
forrrotten his fonmer reception in Scotlund, gladly
availed himself of the opportunity 1o indulge tus
favourite propensitics.

4 Such is the testimony . of an English writer;
and now let us hear what a Frenchman says—
Chateaubriand, in spite of all his prejudices
against Protestantism, is struck with the difference |,
in a moral light between ' the two revolutions of
France and England. ¢ ‘This brief republic,’ he
observes, ¢ was not without glory abroad, or with
ont virtueg, liberty, and justice al home. ® * **
This difference between the two revolutions, which
have nevertheless led to the same result, the same
liberty, proceeds from the religious sentiment which
animated ' the “innovators of Great Britain. He
adds farther on: ¢ Sctting aside the illegality of -
Cromwell’s measures * # ® an jilegality necesss- !
Ty perhaps after all to_maintain his illegal power |
&% = 2 the usurpation of this great man wass
glorious one. " At home, he asserted "the “reign of |
order. Like many despots, he was the friend of ¢
justice in everything which did not touch his oxa
person ; and justice serves to conole & people for
‘the loss of their liberty”” =~ - T,
+ ¢ Such arc-the avowals which truth has extort- -
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