
principle that all persons who have a claim to 
such benefits shall be Ministers of the Presby
terian Church of Canada, in connection with 
the Church of Scotland, and that they shall 
cease to have any claim on, or be entitled to, 
any share of said Commutation Fund, when
ever they shall cease to be Ministers in con-

|nection with the said Church.”
“Our readers will observe the stipulation made 

when the Synod consented to commutation, as 
above. It was that the interests of the fund 
to be created should be devoted, in the first 
instance, to the payment of salaries of £112 10s 
to Ministers on the roll before 9th May, 1853, 
and, secondly to the payment of a similar sum 
to those put out after that date. Why was 
the sum of £112 10s selected as the salary? 
Was it not because that was the actual amount 
received by the Clergymen before the 9th 
May, 1853? Most assuredly it was. The 
feeling of the Clergymen entitled to their pen
sions was that if they secured their then 
income, they would be quite willing that 
the stipends should be funded for the ulti
mate benefit of the Church. If they had be
lieved, as is now asserted, that the income from 
the Reserves entitled them to £150 a year, 
would they have consented to take £112 10s ? 
We trow not. In further elucidation of the 
point we copy the next document:—

QUEBEC, 24th Feb., 1855.
•REV. SIR,—1 am instructed by the Com

mutation Committee, appointed at the last 
meeting of Synod, to enclose you two Powers 
of Attorney, approved by the Government, and 
by the Synod, which it is necessary you 
should sign and forward to Hugh Allan, Esq., 
of Montreal, without delay—in order to our 
obtaining a commutation of Clergy Reserves 
money, which will be advantageous to the 
Church. All the Ministers present at the 
Meeting of Synod in January, agreed to com- 

mute—and the Ministers of the Church of 
England have unanimously signed similar Pow- 
ers to those now forwarded to you.

The fundamental conditions contained in the 
Minutes of the Synod, held at Montreal on the 
11th January, 1855, which are alluded to in 
one of these Powers, and which by the terms 
of said Minutes, “ it shall not be competent for 
the Synod at any time to alter, unless with the 
consent of the Ministers granting such power 
and authority,” are First. " That the interest 
of the Fund shall be devoted in the first in
stance, to the payment of salaries of £11! 10s 
each,” such ministers, “ and that the next claim 
on the Fund shall be that of the Ministers on 
the Roll of the Synod, and who hare been put 
on the Synod’s Roll, since the 9th May 1853," 
and, Second, « That all persons who have a 
claim to such benefits, shall be Ministers of the 
Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connection 
with the Church of Scotland, and shall cease to 
have any claim, when they cease to be Minis- 
ters in connection with the said Church.”

Of these conditions, it is presumed, you will 
approve, and I have the satisfaction to inform 
you that, on the terms proposed by the Govern
ment, and to which the Commutation Commit- 
te are prepared to agree, as soon as these 
powers are received from the ministers of the 
Church, it will be certainly possible to comply 
with the first condition, in far as respecte min
isters settled before the 9th May, 1853, and, 
preserving the capital, to secure to them, from 
the interest, salaries of £112 10s for life, or 
incumbency. And it is, therefore, earnestly 
entreated that there may be no hesitation or 
delay in signing and forwarding these powers.

I am further instructed to call your attention 
to the following resolution, passed unanimously 
at the last meeting of Synod:—

6 That all ministers be, and they are hereby 
enjoined and entreated—(as to a measure, by 
which, under Providence, not only their own 
private interests will be secured, but a perma
nent endowment for the maintenance and ex
tension of religious ordinances in the Church)— 
to grant one 1 authority as is necessary to elect 
a commutation, in the fullest manner, thankful

claim which had all along been made and enabl
ed the Ministers to state in their printed 
powers of Attorney. There was not the 
slightest attempt to impose on the Government 
as to the time when the supplementary sum was 
added. Our position all along was, that who- 
ther that sum were actually added or not, our 
right to it end to commute accordingly was the 
same. The addition was in our apprehension, 
valuable only as enabling us to specify the amount 
of a before undefined claim.

The claim after a correspondence with the 
Clergy Reserve Commissioners was ultimately 
admitted by the Government. That cor- 
respondence will, no doubt, be laid before 
Parliament, and io it will be found an official 
statement of the revenue for each year, 
the amount appropriated for each year and 
the stipends received each year by the Minis- 
ters.

Only one further explanation bas to be given. 
The Globe states that the revenue of the year 
1853 amounted to only £7,959 19s 3d, and 
consequently, could not have yielded £150 to 
each Minister. By the revenue of 1853 the 
Globe understands the sums paid into the Clergy 
Reserve Commissioners from the 1st January 
to the 31st December 1853. By the revenue 
of the year 1853, we understand the interest, 
of the Clergy Reserve Fund in the hands of 
the Government for 1853, and which— the 
last half year of it, at least, could only be due 
on the Ist January 1854, and was nut and 
could not be paid into the hands of the Com
missioners sooner than in the beginning of that 
year. -Thus understood, the revenue of 
1853 was £11,260; that of 1854 over £12,- 
000.
• I am unwilling to add to those explanations 

any general remarks. But 1 cannot refrain 
from saying, that when the Provincial Legisla- 
ture was taking away a property wortli two or 
three millions of pounds, from parties to whom 
it had been given by a solemn Act of Parlia
ment, bearing in the body of it that it was a 
final settlement, it was scarcely worth the while 
of certain parties to show so much zeal to cut 
down the claims which the Imperial Parliament 
had recognized and reserved to the lowest pos
sible figure. A ftei all these claims do not 
materially diminish the amount acquired by the 
Province. Il will not, 1 am persuaded, be 
made a charge against the members of the 
Government, by any reasonable man, that they 
were disposed to take a fair and equitable view 
of them. And, it remains to be seen whether the 
purpose to which the comparatively small sums 
obtained in virtue of them, will be permanently 
applied, of placing, that is, well educated 
Ministers of the Gospel, here and there over this 
great province, may not ultimately prove quite 
as beneficial to its interests, as any use that is 
likely to be made of the vastly large amount 
which is to be distributed" among the Munici- 
palities.

1 am Sir,
Your ob’t serv't.

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence 
of .

The Reverend ___ within named mak- 
eth oath and saith, that at his last birth day be 
became and was - __ _years of age, and no 
more.________________ 7

Sworn before me, at --- ----this —— 
day of --------- 5 A.D.1855.2

-------+. — — ■•, J. **

but is universally in motion throughout the com 
try ; and public men must constantly keep i 
to the requirements of a community of a veil 
restless character. Now, what is the positic 

and ofa bod

because they have no respect for the Council 
as at present constituted. The day of its

ing and these, it is manifest, were £150, and I 
am at a loss to know bow any one acquainted 
with the facts, could find any fault whatever, 
either with the Government or the Ministers, 
for effecting the commutation at that rate.

With regard to the Government I believe. I 
state the unanimous opinion of the Committee of 
our church, which conducted the negotiations 
with them, that they acted throughout in a fair 
and liberal spirit, evidently desirous to do justice 
to the churches, but never for a moment losing 
sight of the public interest; and that while we 
cannot complain of injustice at their hands, 
neither can we say that we were unduly fa- 
vored. x

I am Sir,
Your obt servt,

HUGH ALLAN, 
Secretary to the Clergy Reserves Commis- 
sioners.

From the Montreal Gazette.
THE CLERGY RESERVES COMMUTATION 

and THE CLERGY or THE CHURCH of Scot- 
la ND.—The Globe has been.in want for some 
time past of a good cry. I‘he CIergy 1Re- 
serves Commutation scheme, propounded in 
part by itself, on which a final settlement of 
that vexed question lias been based, has robbed 
it of half its stock in trade. But at last a 
jewel turned up in a Rev. Mr. McNaughton, 
who alone, of all the Church of Scotland in 
Canada, refused to commute his stipend. This 
he said, he did upon conscientious scruples, and 
accused his brother clergymen of tommuting 
for a larger sum than their salaries had been. 
Here was a monster scandal for opposition 
prints to raise a hue and cry about, for had not 
Ministers of the Crown connived al this scan
dalous fraud. Elsewhere we publish a letter 
from the Rev. Dr. Cook, of Quebec, upon the 
subject, which clears up the apparent mystery, 
and all who knew Dr. Cook’s wortli and stand
ing, will require no further explanation of the 
facts of the case. We may add, however, in
formation gleaned from a most reliable source 
respecting the addition made to the salaries in 
1x53. It had been customary, as we under
stand, for the Clergy Reserves Commissioners 
to estimate the stipends they could pay their 
clergymen out of the moneys coming to them, 
so low as, under any circumstances, to be 
within the amount they could pay. By this 
means they were enabled from time to time to 
pay them a bonus, as the sum received exceed
ed the estimate, an act much more' grateful to 
the feelings of the clergy than calling on them 
to submit to subsequent deductions to make up 
for over estimates and over payments. Acting 
on this plan, the regular stipends had been 
fixed at £112 10s per annum, to be increased 
by as large a bonus as the proceeds of the fund 
would admit. It is clear, that within the 
meaning of the Act this bonus formed a just 
basis for commutation, as in reality forming 
part of the salary to which the Ministers are 
by law entitled.

The total revenue of the Church of Scot
land in Canada from Reserves fund, for the 
year 1853, was as follows :—

£ s. d.
Paid to the Clergy Reserve Com

missioners..................................11260 13 4

the basis on which the commute Annual Stipends 
or allowances running over a series of years 
back, the equivalent must surely be the actual 
incum of that year only, not that income swelled 
by arrears payments from former years. 
Neither Mr. Allan nor Dr. Cook shew that 
the Commutation has been effected according 
to this the letter of the Law i and neither from 
their letters, nor from any document that has 
been published is it possible to form a judgment 
whether the amount awarded is greater of less 
than the amount to which the claimants are 
entitled.

popularity has gone by, if ever such a day 
existed, and the only way to gain for it public 
favor, is by making it an elective body. Noth- | of Sir A. McNab? A 
ing eUe can save it from utter contempt—this 
point it has all but reached already. The

ly habit which ill fits him for great activity 
any kind, his popularity is great only where 
is kept up by frequent personal intercours 
Thus he has long kept, and probably will lon 
continue to keep, Hamilton against all comer 
—But, outside of his own city, be possesses I 
influence ; and, neither his time of life, il 
state of his health, nor his intellectual characu 
at all tit him to acquire it. He is the man .

elective principle must therefore be forced upon 
the ministry. I bey may twist and turn, and 
desire to strengthen their shaky position by ad
ditional appointments, but they must be kept T° 
the point—forced to proceed, or appear betor 
the country in a still stronger light as a minis 7 
whose promises cannot be depended upon 
reckless, regardless, extravagant am as
.less..

Nor must the question of representation by 
population be allowed to slumber. It will be 
well to moot the subject, in order to obtain 
the feelings of members on the principle. 
do not expect to see a measure of this nature 
carried in the present Parliament, but it would 
be advisable to ascertain who oppose and who 
support the principal, so that constituencies 
may know the mind of their representatives 
before the next Parliamentary election.

A parmanent seat of Government should also 
be selected. There is not a sensible man in 
the country, unbiased by improper motives, but 
condemns the present wandering and extravag
ant system. By it the public money is squander
ed in the most shameless manner, and the 
property of the people damaged and lost. Two 
vice-regal residences have to be kept up, new 
buildings prepared, or old ones repaired, every 
change. We are astonished that a single vote 
can be found in the house to support so flag
rant a waste of the hard earnines of the peo
ple.

Many believe that Sir Allan feels disappoint
ed in reference to the Militia Bill of last ses
sion. It is not so magnificent as he desired- 
although be lias made the most of the bill as it 
passed, by the appointment of men utterly 
unqualified for the tasks assigned them. Old 
foggies have been appoihted to offices of honour 
and emolument, who can barely draw one leg 
after another, let alone draw a sword in op
position to the talked of invasion of the coun
try. We say talked of, because we cannot 
believe it possible that any circumstances ever 
will exist to force the people of Canada and the 
people of the United States into war. But 
should such an unnatural event ever occur, bold 
and determined though the people ol Canada 
be, the grandest war scheme which it y possible 
for Sir Allan to originate, would be petty in 

.' the extreme compared to what the United 
States could bring into existance—there is no 
use mincing the matter—Canada cculd not 

, cope with the United States in a protracted 
war—the odds are as seven to one against us. 
One thing it is certain, the people, of Canada 
will never enter into a war with the United 
States of their own free action, and we do not 
think England should peril our position to please 
a few aristocrates who may wield power for a 
time. The war spirit may serve Sir Allan’s 

* purposes, but we hope the good sense of our 
Representatives will curb the old war-house, 
and keep him from running the country farther 
into debt in order that he may provide for a 
few additional hangers on either here or in 

England. England was a much older country 
than Canada, before a standing army was 
organised. In times of peace a standing army is 
useless. It may be useful in the hands of a 
tyrannical government, to shoot down the peo
ple when demanding their rights, as has been 
done even in England, but a standing army, as 
Sir Allan desires, would be a curse to the coun
try, besides a source of heavy taxation on the 
people. We have gone far enough in the war 
preparation direction, and we hope Parliament 
will think so too.

In the matter of separate schools, we trust 
Parliament will go no farther. Members must 
care nothing for the threats of Bishop Charbon- 
nell. He is an Italian, and clearly misunder
stands the feelings of the people of this coun
try. They are not to be bullied by him — 
Canada is a free country ; because it is so, 
every facility has been given for the establish
ment of separate schools—wherever be may 
choose to establish them ; but to support his 

rel igious schools he must not tax those who do 
not belong to his church. Protestants will not 

submit to this, and the moment the Bishop, or 
any one for him, enters the political field, seek
ing to pledge candidates openly or privately to 
support such a taxation scheme, that moment 
will Protestsnts combine to vote against the

Know all men by these presents:
that I, ---------- , a minister of the Presbyte-

ruin Church of Canada, in connection with the 
Church of Scotland, having already, by another 
power of Attorney, made, nominated, and ap
pointed, the Reverend John Cook, D. D., of 
Quebec, my true and lawful attorney for me, 
and in my name, to receive from the Govern
ment of Canada, all and every the sum or sums 
of money, that I shall or may be entitled to as 
the commutation money, of my annual allow- 
ance from the Clergy Reserve Fund, as a 
minister of the aforesaid Church, do hereby 
authorise and appoint my said Attorney to pay 
over the said commutation money into the 
hands of the Reverend Alexander Matheson, 
D. D., the Reverend John Cook, D. D., 
Hugh Allan, Esquire, of Montreal, John 
Thompson, Esquire, of Quebec, and the Hon. 
Thomas Mackay, of Ottawa, Commissioners 
appointed by the Synod to effect a commutation 
to be joined by other similar sums into one 
Fund, and to be regulated by the Synod, sub
ject always to the fundamental constitution 
contained in the minutes of Synod, held at 
Montreal, on the eleventh day of January, 
1855.

In witness whereof, I lave hereunto set my 
Hand and Seal, the —-------day of ------------ ,
A. D. 1855. A

Signed, Sealed, and delivered, / 
in presence of ---------- . §

“These were sent to the clergy to be signed, 
in February, 1854. Each was asked to de
clare before God that his income from the 
Reserve fund was £ 150 per annum, although 
for the previous four years, they bad only re
ceived £112 10s, and yet all but one look the 
oath. Surely money so gained will carry no 
blessing with it. No wonder that Mr. Mc
Naughton should start back, and say he could 
not swear to a lie. The affidavit, it will be 
seen, says, " now” in receipt of an annual sti
pend or allowance of one hundred and fifty 
pounds currency. No such stipend was re
ceived at any time, but even if it had been re
ceived at the time this affidavit was made, it 
would not hare been sufficient. The point 
was, what did the clergy receive in 1853, for 
on that, and that only, could they found their 
claim under the Act quoted in the affidavit.— 
The Government were bound to reject any 
other basis for commutation. We understand 
that the Clergy Reserve Commissioners had in 
their hands at the time, and have now, some 
twenty thousand pounds, accumulated cash. 
Supposing they had divided that among the 
clergy, and enabled them to make affidavit that 
their income was £250 per annum in 1855, 
would the Government have been justified in 
commuting on that amount, when the act au
thorizing them to do so was passed in 1853, 
and it expressly provided that it was the sti
pends then paid which were to be continued to 
actual incumbents? Most assuredly not. 
Yet they might have taken £250 as well as 
£150 as the basis of commutation, so far as 
law or justice were concerned. The £37 10s 
paid in 1855 to give the lergy a miserable 
excuse for saying that their income of £150 
was taken out of that accumulated fund. We 
are able to state positively, and it can be easily 
proved, if a Parliamentary committee Of en
quiry be granted, or the matter comes before 
the Court of Chancery, that there were no 
arrears for 1853, to be collected in 1855, as 
stated in the Montreal « Transcript,” that the 
whole income of that year was allotted to the 
clergy, and that the payment of £37 10s ad
ditional in 1855, was a trick, arranged be
tween the clergymen and Mr. John A. Mac
donald to deceive the public and rob the 
Treasury ”—Globe.
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frank, courteous manners, who captivates h 
own circle ; not the man of high character, < 
large designs, whose name becomes the house 
bold word of people. In this personal was 
of strength, then, he has attached himself to tl 
Cartier and Cauchon section of Lower Canad 
and being independent as regarded his own co: 
stituency, he will go headlong wherever the 
lead the way. Thus, the acts or the resistance 
proposed acts, which must be the most unpopul 
in Upper Canada, will find in him a staun 
patron. He has acquired aristocratic fami 
connections with a man who has long exercise 
a more potential sway than is generally unde 
stood in colonial affairs. He will, howevi 
have the Governor on his side, for his famil 
and the old fogy section of Lower Canada, I 
his pliancy, but Mr. John A. McDonald 
in a very different position. He is still you ; 
enough to have a career before him, and 
possesses no doubt talents and position, whic 
unless his ambition leads him in the direction 
a quiet Judgeship, justify him in looking for 
high place in politics. Will be sacrifice 
this—will he give up his prospects for a li,

- CANADIAN TALENT.—In all countries there 
must be sonic men blessed with more talent 
than others, and it gives us much pleasure to 
notice that amongst those so favored in Canada, 
at least one is a native of Ottawa, Master 
George Kennedy, nt present studying in the 
University at Toronto, son of Donald Kennedy, 
Esq., of this City, has taken the following 
prizes, at two successive examinations :  In - 
1854 the £30 scholarship in Metaphysics and. 
Ethics—the second prize in th- first class in 
Chemistry—the £5 Book Prize and
Rhetoric, and the £4 Book l’ri 
lish Essay. At MatriculationI 
Classical Scholarship. At the 
amination he also was awarded I
scholarship, and the C+ Classical i,...
besides getting first class honors in Matricua- 
tion. Mich achievements are not accomplished 
without both talent and application, and Master 
Kennedy’s success proves that he possesses 
both in such a degree, that he may yet become 
one of the leading men of the Province.—Otta- 
wa Citizen.

Two MEN DROWNED.—The Prescott - 
Telegraph says on Friday evening last, about 
6 o’clock, as a Mr. McCarthy, a carter of 
Ogdensburgh, in company with a stranger, who 
had arrived by the Grand Trunk Railway from 
below, was crossing the river a little above this 
town, in a one horse sleigh, he, accidentally 
drove into an opening in the ice, about a quar- 
ter of a mile from shore. The cries of the men 
for assistance were heard on land, and parties 
with lanterns immediately, went in the direction 
of the cries, but were too late to be of any ser
vice; the men, horse and sleigh, disappeared 
under the ice. We regret to learn that 
both of those men were intoxicated at the 
time.

On Saturday morning, Capt. Plumb repaired 
to the place of disaster, with one of his 'ferry 
boats, which was put into the water, and 
throughout the day parties from the town con- 
tinned searching for the bodies, but could find 
nothing except a part of the sleigh.

We have heard of three miserable * fragments 
of humanity, victims of intemperance, in the 
last loathsome stage, having been lately found 
in the vicinity of this town, famished and frozen; 
yet, how many in our community scoff at the 
efforts of the temperance people to save * such 
immortal beings from so horrible an end!— 
Those who do so should beware, they them
selves may meet a similar death, by and by. 
The only safeguard against the wiles of the 
serpent, “ whose breath is poison, and whose 
sting is death,” is to touch not the unclean 
thing.

merely to play the game of Sir Allan McNa 
That is difficult to believe. Mr. McDon 
has a fair right to indulge the ambition of so 
day placing himself at the head of a real Up 
Canadian party —Conservative possibly ; but

1

t 
nrelying upon its own intelligence, and its C 

strength within the limits of Upper Cana . 
Will be, for the sake of holding office for a 1 r 
months, weakly acquire the hatred of his < n 
section of the Province, for holding office y 
strength derived for the other section and s 
without any principle to-justify it ? Here tl , 
we believe, is the real weakness of the cabin ;
—the division between the antiquated pren er 
earing little for the future, provided be may fe 
allowed to bold office on any terms in e 
interim, and his younger colleague ambit ,
probably, of a life of success among those, i 
after all, form, in the long run, the 
strength which he can rely on. Whatever 
the difficulties, whether internal or externa 
both, it is plain that there is something

, 
3 
e 
r 
it

renders necessary an unusual amount of intri.. 
Mr. Hincks has been months ago relievec if 
bis post as representative of Renfrew, yet e 
election has not yet takeu place. Ample t e 
has elapsed to determine by the popular f- 
frage the succession of Mr. Langton ; yet te 
usual ministerial intrigues are still going n 
there as in the other country, and, in the m - 
time, the cabinet differences ooze up thr h 
the press of the different parties. We hole e 
existing coalition to be by no means a las ig 
one, and think we may look for an outbreak at 
any moment..

vt

JOHN Cook.
Quebec, Jan. 10, 1856.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS.

SIR,—As soon as Parliament assembles it is 
to be presumed that everything connected with 
the commutation effected by the Government 
with the Churches of England and Scotland of 
their claims ou the Clergy Reserves, will be 
laid before the public; but, as some little time 
must yet elapse before that can be done, and 
as the letter of the Rev. Peter McNaughton 
and the articles in the Globe and the Argus, if 
left unanswered, may prejudice the public mind, 
I feel called on to offer some explanation of 
circumstances which are placed in a false light 
in the letter alluded to.

I have no doubt it will surprise you to learn 
that notwithstanding Mr. McNaughton’s con- 
scientious scruples and vituous indignation, he 
took the money to make up his salary for the 
year 1853, to £150, and was then quite satisfi
ed of the justice and propriety of doing so, 
though in his letter he leads the reader to infer 
that it had been offered to him and that be 
refused it, and it was not till after he bad ac
cepted of the money that he indicated his 
intention of refusing to commute his allow
ance.

The principle adopted by the Clergy Reserves 
Commissioners in the distribution of the revenue 
entrusted to them has always been to divide, as 
near as possible, the revenue of each year 
among the ministers of that year, retaining only 
what was necessary to ensure regularity of 
payments and to meet contingencies, for which 
course they obtained the legal sanction of (then) 
Mr. Attorney General Draper and Mr. Attorney 
General Smith.

This principle has always been adhered to as 
closely as circumstances would admit of, except 
in two circumstances, when the revenue was 
unusually large and the list of ministers dimin
ished in consequence of the departure ol a num
ber of them, of whom Mr. McNaughton was 
one to fill charges in Scotland rendered vacant 
by the secession which had then recently taken 
place. Keeping in view, therefore, the interests 
of the vacant congregations, and anticipating a 
gradual new supply of ministers, it was not 
thought expedient to distribute, at once, the 
whole revenue of these years, but the balances 
thus retained have since, to a considerable extent 
been employed in assisting congregations to buy 
glebes and build manses, which will be of much 
benefit, not only to the present ministers, but 
also to their successors.

It is necessary to explain that owing to the 
time required to make up the public accounts in 
the Government offices the revenue of any one 
year was not known or paid over to the Com
missioners till far on in the succeeding year.— 
The payments to the Ministers, however, had to 
be made semi-annually, and hence it follows 
that they were usually made out of a bal- 
ance remaining from the year immediately pre
ceding.

The return for the year 1853 printed in the 
public accounts is an example of this. It shows 
that the Ministers were paid at rate of £112 
10s per annum, on the 30th of June and 31st 
December, respectively, but at those dates the 
Commissioners had no knowledge bow much the 
revenue of that year might amount to, and would 
not therefore have been safe in increasing the al
lowance at that time. On the 7th of April, 1854 
the revenue of 1853 was paid over by the Go- 
vernment to the Commissioners, and finding 
that the amount received was in excess of the 
sum paid to the Ministers for that year the Com
missioners resolved on making a supplementary 
grant of £37 10s to each Minister, which was 
done.

The Revenue of 1853 was as follows:— 
Paid by Gov’t to the Commis.. £11,260 13 4 
Paid by do direct to the Ministers 
to whom the faith of the Crown

Paid by Government direct to 
those Clergymen to whom the 
faith of the Crown was pledged. 1083 72 The Ogdensburgh Sentinel says :—“ The 

shock of an Earthquake was felt in this vicin
ity on Saturday morning, Jan. 5th,at about 15 
minutes past 12 o’clock. The noise was similar 
to the reverberations of artillery, but seemed 
confined within the bowels of the earth. The 
shock caused considerable consternation in the 
country, many were startled from their beds by 
the jarring of their houses. Doors of dwellings • * 
were forced open by the jarring. We hear 
very many speaking of the occurrence, while 
others engrossed with sleep, paid no attention 
to the visitation.

From the Globe.
IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS!

“ We are enabled to lay before our rea s. 
to-day a series of documents which afford ne 
most conclusive proof of all the facts state y 
the Rev. Mr. McNaughton, in relation to be 
commutation fraud. They consist of the i- 
ginal papers used by the managing ministers nd

£12344 0 6

The number of Ministe s entitled 
to commute was 7 %—which 
would give to each...................

But if it had been divided amongst 
all the Ministers on the roll, each 
would have got...................... ..

.£169 2 0

elders of the Church of Sco tland, when e» 
ed in obtaining the consent of the va 
clergymen to the commutation plan, 
first is as follows :—

£156 5 0S- 
us 
be

And the commutation being effected at £150, 
they got even less than they were entitled to.

The public accounts for 1853 show the 
payments made to the Ministers on the 30th 
June and 31st of December or that year, but 
could only be considered as payments on ac-1 
count, as the revenue for me year 1853 was 
only paid to the Commissioners on the 7th 
April, 1854; it was therefore, only subsequent 
to that date that the sum to which Ministers 
were entitled for 1853, could be known, and 
the payments of £37 10s made afterwards

DARING HIGHWAY ROBPERY.—-A cor- 
respondent at Jordan informs us that on the 14th 
inst. as a person named Jerry Shevaller way 
travelling on the road from Jordan to Ball’s 
Mills, about twilight at the skirts of the bush 
a little above the Black Meeting Hoc 
saw two men sitting on a log by the road Vide, 
on arriving opposite them he gave the usual sa. 
lutation ‘of “good evening,” when one of them 
sprang up and demanded his money. Suppos
ing him to be jesting Shevalier replied he had 
not much —robber said “none of your hum- 13 , JYMA AACIIT
bugging,” and made a trust at him with a dirk 
cane, aiming for his heart, to avoid which 
Shevalier threw himself back and the k 
pierced him in the front of the chest, high 
through his clothes, and into the flesh ; the 
man then caught him behind by the hais Y 
pulled him to the ground at which time hewJ 
about to cry out “murder,” when a revolver 
was presented in front of him,and he was told 
that if he made any noise bis brains would be 
blown out. He then told them if they would 
spare his life hé would give them what money 
he had—about $38 —- which, he did. Search 
was soon after made for the robbers, but they 
could not be traced further than the toll-gate 
to which they were tracked in the snow. What 
steps have been taken by the authorities to 
secure their arrest, we are uninformed, but , 
from the fact that they can be identified, and 
the danger of permitting highway men and 
murderers to roam at large, unbridled, and 
unhung, it is to be hoped no means will 
be left untried to accomplish this desirable 
end.—The depredations of the Townsend gang 
are not yet forgotten, and God forbid that a 
similar band of freebooters should be permitted 
with impunity to re-enact their tragic and mer
ciless plunderings—St. Catharine’s Constitu- 
tional.

MONTREAL, 27th Feb., 18.
REVEREND Sie.—1 beg to enclose here wit the 

following documents, to which I solicit your si sal 
and immediate attention;—

1st. A letter and draft from the Commission of 
the Clergy Reserves Fund, making you another ay- 
meut of £37 10s-

2nd. A minute of the proceedings of the Sy 1 at 
the pro re nata meeting, held in Montreal On th 0th

a way so easy is open 
so important a benefit on

to Almighty God that 
to them for conferring 
the Church.” to make up the amounts to whichof January last.

3rd. Two powers ol attorney relative to corn 
Lon.

4th. A circular letter explaining the same.
You will please execute the two powers ol at 

in the manner directed ; that is, by signing you 
and acknowledging the seal adjoining the signa 
be yours in presence of two witnesses, who mu 
their names as such witnesses, and add their 
eion or occupation, It is essential that you e 
these powers, and return them to me by mail v 
delay, in older that the object aimed al by the 
be attained.

theythe were 
were

Not doubting that you will concur in 
views of the Synod,

I am, Reverend Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN COOK,

thus entitled. Thal £37 10s was as
much the right of the Clergy under the old 
Reserves Act, as the £112 10s.

ney 
ame 
e to 
sign 
fes- 
cute 
out 
nay

We believe that in this weBishop’s protogee. The Montreal Herald says :—" We have 
much pleasure in publishing the following letters 
from Dr. Cook, of Quebec, and Mr. Allan, of 
this city in explanation of the Rev. McNaugh
ton’s, we must now consider unjust and un
charitable insinuations against the good faith 
and veracity of his late brethern, the Ministers 
of the Church of Scotland, in Canada. It is, 
we think, abundantly evident, from Dr. Cook’s 
statement, that nothing could have been more 
fair and truthful than his and his brethern’s 
conduct in this latter; and from Mr. Allan’s, 
that the incomes,justly and legally due—altho- 
ugh not paid in full during the year—to the 
Ministers of the Church of Scotland, tor the 
year 1853, were £150, and consequently, that 
was the annual income of each) clergy
man to be commuted under the Act of Parlia- 
men.”

Convener.
Be sure to sign and seal, or acknowledge 

your seal before two witnesses, whose signa
tures must be appended.

Make affidavit of age, also before a magis
trate. The age is to be counted from last

Protestant inspeak the sentiments of every 
Canada. The other side

To the Editor of the Montreal Gazette:
SIR,—Will you allow me, very shortly, to 

correct certain errors affecting the character of 
the Ministers of the Chruch of Sotland in this 
Province, contained in an article of the Globe of 
the 3rd instaut.

In that article it is stated, - That each 
Minister of the Church of Scotland, with the 
one noble exception or Mr. McNaughton, 
filed a solemn declaration with the Government 
that at the passing of the Imperial Act or on 
the 9th May, 1853, he bad been in receipt of 
£150 per annum.”

I am one of these ministers, 1 acted as At
torney for them all. As a Commissioner ap
pointed by the Synod, and residing at the Seat 
of Government, I was acquainted with every
thing that was done in the matter of com
mutation and 1 can positively assert that no such 
declaration was ever made, either verbally or in 
writing, by any one for them. The very re
verse; on the occasion of the first interview I 
had with a member of the Government on the 
subject of Commutation, I stated that we had 
only received £112 10s in the year 1853 ; yet, 
for reasons which I mentioned, we would be 
treated—in our apprehension—unfairly, if com
pelled to commute at that sum. And these 
reasons, it was my business to press at every 
succeeding interview with members of the 
Government. Had I or any of us, been dispos
ed to conceal the fact, it could not have been 
done. It was perfectly known to the Govern- 
ment, and was as the Globe says, officially stat
ed in the Printed Public Accounts. The charge

Other matters of a publie nature will no 
doubt be laid before Parliament, but we must 
patiently wait the announcement at the meeting 
of the House. The sitting is not intended to 
be along one, at least we have reason to be
lieve Sir Allan is not over anxious for a long 
session. A short session and another year of 
office is what he aims at—there is, however, 
“many a slip between the cup and the lip.” If 
half we hear is true, Sir Allan and his old com
pact friends may be thrown out, and a new 
ministry formed.—Brockville Recorder.

THE SESSION OF PARLIAMENT AND THE 
MNIISTRY.—The session of Parliament is now 
rapidly approaching ; but, at present, nothing is 
knowing publicly of the policy, if they have any, 
which the Ministry propose to adopt. They 
came into power, not upon any strength of their 
own but, upon the poor remains which Mr. 
Hincks had left them—and they have already 
near worn out that support. A certain portion 
of the measures, which their old enemy left 
behind, they contrived to pass in a queerly be
devilled manner, accepting the dictation of the 
late Premier for acts which be found too un
popular to venture on while he would himself 
have been responsible for them. There remains 
one of the legacies of the late Cabinet, and that 
one, there seems every probability, they will 
throw overboard. Elective Legislative Coun
cil they bustled off the board last session, after 
pledging themselves to carry it; and, this year 
their organs have told us tolerably plain that it 
is not intended to bring it forward. We

1 am, sir,
Your obedient servant,

HUGH ALLA
Sec’y Clergy Reserve ( n.

Al! these papers are to be considered strict pri
vate and confidential.

“ We might ask why so strictly privat and 
confidential ? Surely if nothing wrong v in
tended, in a matter of great public import ace, 
involving the interests of the congregat s of 
the church as well as the ministers, the p port 
of these documents might have been lade 
known without impropriety. The first the 
documents referred to above, is a lette from 
the Commissioners empowering the cler men 
to draw £37 10s for tbe year 1854. T fol
lowing is the minute of the proceeding of mod 
which comes second:

“ The Synod, having beard the Report f the

birth-day.
J. C,

To the Reverend --------
“The “ pressing” style of this document is re

markable. It appears as if the writer felt that 
his reader might have scruples to remove, and 
must be forced to give his assent in a hurry, if 
it waste be got at all. The third paragraph 
mentions that terms bad been already proposed 
by the Government which secured the salary 
of £112 10s for life to the old incumbents ; and 
be it remarked, that if a larger stipend than 
£112 10s bad been commuted for that income 
could not have been secured. The commuta- 
tion-for-life money of an elderly man would not 
produce at ordinary interest anything near the 
amount of his stipend, and we presume the ma-

From the Argus.
It is deeply to be regretted that the turn 

this discussion has takeu has been such as to 
divide attention from the true bearing of the 
question, namely whether the settlement made 
with the particular Church referred to is 
conformable to law or not ? For our part we 
have not seen anything to lead us to entertain 
the slightest idea that the Commissioners to 
whom the duty of urging the claims of the 
Clergy of the Established C hurch of Scotland 
was confided, made any other than fair and 
true representations to the Government; and 
certainly no one can blame them for putting 
the most favorable construction for their clients 
on an Act of Parliament, if doubt of its real 
intention existed. Had they been desirous, in
deed, of entrapping the Government, it would 
here been out of their power, since the Govern- 
ment had the data in its own possession on 
which to nx correctly the compensation to be 
awarded. The principle on which the claims 
were to ce made out were matters of negotia
tion, It appears, according to Dr. Cook’s 
statement to have been fully discussed, and 
the view taken by the Clergy Reserves Com
missioners to have been admitted by the Law 
Officers of the Crown to be correct. It is 
then to the latter—and to them only—that 
censure properly attaches if the Commutation 
has been effected on terms different from those 
the Act contemplated. The question now in 
dispute cannot be a difficult one to decide when 
all the accounts are exhibited, as they will of 
course be when Parliament meets. There can 
be no such issue as that raised by Dr. Cook. 
The question of the justice or injustice of the 
Clergy Reserves Commutation can form no 
element in the discussion. The Commutation 
is a matter of right, and the precise terms of it 
are strictly fixed by Law: from these term* 
the Government can neither deviate to the right 
nor to the left ; neither add nor abate one jot or 
tittle of what the law gives.
iNow the whole point at issue is simply this; 
what was the amount or value of the Annual 
Stipends or allowances which had been before 
the passing of the Imperial Act—that is 
before the 9th May 1853,—assigned and 
given to the Clergy of the Church of Scot- 
land ? Under the terms “assigned and given,” 
we certainly consider the ammount that had 
legally accrued to that body at the above nam- 
ed date, is comprehended; even although a 
portion of it may not have been paid over by 
the government at the time. Admitting, too— 
what appears rather questionable —that it isi in 
consonance with the intentinn of the Act to 
select any one year’s stipends or allowance

1 lea caodnow onivin 10 1onaille

Committee appointed by the Synod to atch jority of the Church of Scotland Ministers 
over the interests of the Church, in so r as 
these might be effected by the action the 
Legislature on the Clergy Reserves, and,

are
advanced in years. Dr. Cook’s circular, EXTRAORDINARY COLD WEATHER.—The 

Buffalo Express states that at St. Paul’s Min
nesota, the weather was never known to be so 
cold as during the last week or two. A private 
letter assures us that the thermometer ranged 
43 degrees below zero for several continuous 
days ! Things will get so “tight”' there if the 
cold continues, that it will take all next summer 
to thaw out.

therefore, puts the Ministry in the position of
offering commutation on a higher rate of in-also, the verbal reports of such members 

Committee as had been in communicatic 
members of the Government on the sub 
and having seriously and maturely con: 
that Clause of the Clergy Reserves Act,

the 
with 

t,— 
lered 
tely

come than the clergy were receiving, and, in 
fact we are able to assert on the most positive 
authority, that Mr. John A. Macdonald agreed 
if the affidavits of the clergy could be gotpassed by the Provincial Parliament by hich
stating that their income was €150, to give 
the money. And these affidavavits were pro
cured we grieve to say. The following is « 
copy of them :—

Know all men by these Presents; that 
1 of , a minister of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connection 
with the Church of Scotland, being of the age 
of years, and now in receipt of an an- 
nual stipend or allowance of one hundred 
and fifty pounds currency from the Clergy 
Reserve Fund, by and with the consent of the 
religious body to which I belong, testified by 
the signature of the Rev. John Cook, D. D., of 
Quebec, a delegate duly empowered and au
thorized by the Synod of said Church, under 
and by virtue of a resolution of the said Synod, 
passed on the eleventh January, 1855, to 
the assent of the said Presbyterian Church of

His Excellency the Governor in Council 
thorized, with the consent of parties inte 
to commute the salaries or allowances of

au- 
ted, 
inis-

imagine them now in the position of a Cabinet 
in search of a policy. Fain would they if they 
could, find some principle which would furnish a 
rational ground for bolding together and keep
ing office still. But, having exhausted the 
programme contrived by the imagination or the 
ingenuity of others, they are now fairly at their 
wits-end for the future. Not that, individually, 
they are without policies ; but the difficulty is to 
have one in which they can agree. We do not 
suppose, indeed, that the old distinctions of con
servative and radical greatly trouble the happy 
family. They none of them love well enough 
to be jealous, and will not, therefore, quarrel 
about the less or greater respect that then- 
present friends exhibit toward their quondam 
principles. But it happens that each of the 
individuals who compose the Cabinet has a 
source of strength differing from and antagonistic 
to that of the rest.—The Lower Canadian 
section of the Cabinet are the only portion of 
it tolerably at ease. We all know what is the 
rock of strength upon which Cauchon and 
Tache rely. They believe themselves, and 
they believe themselves with reason, to be 
strong in the inertness and want of information 
of that portion of Lower Canada, to whom it 
is like calling mad dog to accuse men of being 
Rouges and infidels. While the younger, more 
enthusiastic and more hopeful party attach 
themselves to the spreading of light, to the 
destruction of perjudice, and to the promotion 
of discussion ; these persons rely upon their 
power to keep all information and all thought 
in their own hands, and thus Oto t’lead the 
multitude as they may think best for their own 
profit. That party is no doubt strong ; they 
feel their strength and they are satisfied—much 
more satisfied, probably, than their true position 
warrants. In Upper Canada affairs wear
no means so smooth an aspects There, public 

. opinion is not only awakened on certain point!)
ad liw 8133*110 doted won a viilidsdow. lic a*| 
50 lew fos sidT—.secoH noqqU ed of bolls:. 
-olejo = odio codew adr olgortisoqqo tovsib ar

tot TH 

ineda 
least

EFFECTS OF THE PLAGUE IN Pom 
AND Nour ont. Por tout ou th. Va. , on a 
ing out of the recent pestilence, co. 
population of 14,000. of which 1,200. 
have died and about 4,800 are among 
4. e., that is have not returned, 
tion of Norfolk at the same period 
of which 2,700 have died, and there 
nearly 600 not returned. -

ters, chargeable for life or during their i um- of falsehood,orbances on the Clergy Reserve Fund, for 
value in money,—Resolved, 

“ 1st. That it is desirable that such c 
tation, if upon fair and liberal terms, sin

their utterly without foundation.
The ground on which those who conducted 

the commutation for the Ministers of the Church 
of Scotland, claimed that they should be per
mitted to commute for a larger sum than £112 
10s, although that was all which was actually 
received in the course of 1853, was simply this, 
that they were entitled to more,—that accord
ing to the opinion of two former Attorneys 
General, it was the duty of the Clergy Reserve 
Commissioners to distribute the revenue of each 
year, among the Ministers of the year,—that

amu- 
ld be

effected; and that the Rev. Alexander I the-
son, D. D., of Montreal, the Rev. John 
D. D. of Quebec, Hugh Allan, Esq., of 
treal, John Thompson, Esq., of Quebe 
the Hon. Thomas McKay, of Ottawa C 
the Synod’s Commissioners with full 
to give the formal sanction of the Fy 
such commutation as they shall approv 
said Commissioners being instructed 
their best exertions to obtain as liberal t 
possible ; the Rev. Dr. Cook to be Cor 
three to be a quorum ; the decision of t

book, 
don- 

end
, be 
ower 
d to 

the 
use

ms as 
ener; 

ma- 
valid; 
Synod 
ninis-

SUCCESS of a PISCATORY EXPERIMENT__  
1The experiment of stocking the rivers and 
ponds of France with fish, by artificial means, 
is now extensively practised, and with entire 
success. In January and February last, nearly 
a million of fish, in an embryo states were 
distributed in the inland waters of France and 
50,000 salmon and lake trout have recently 
been placed in the ponds about Boulogne.

AMBROTYPES — The new and beautiful 
process called ambrotype is fast superseding that 
of the daguerreotype. The ambrotype is simply 
a daguerreotype on glass. The picture is taken 
upon plate glass, over which js placed a cor
responding glass, the two being united by an 
indestructible gum, enabling the picture to 
retain its brilliancy for ages. The picture never 
fades ; being enclosed by a plate of glass, they 
are preserved entirely from the action of the 
atmosphere, and light has no effect upon them.

having no fixed salary assigned them, unvarying 
from year to year, they were legally entitled to 
their fair proportion of the year’s revenue,- 
that in point ef fect, that was what was really 
assigned to them,—and, that if at any time, 
either through the caution of the Clergy Reserve 
Commissioners, or in consequeoee of a general 
understanding among all parties, and for the 
extension of the Church, a certain portion of the 
year’s revenue were retained ; it would be a 
grievous hardship, to make the Ministers suffer

give 1,083 7 2was pledged.

Canada, do hereby appoint the Rev. John 
Cook, D. D., of Quebec, my attorney for me, 
and in my name and on my behalf to commute 
my said stipend or allowance with the Govern
ment of this Province, in accordance with the 
provision of an Act of the Parliament of this 
Province, intituled, “An Act to make better 
provision for the appropriation of monies arising

Total £12,344 0 6
This, if divided amongst the 76 Ministers in

ducted before the 9th May, 1853, who alone 
were entitled to commute their stipends, would 
give £163 5s or if divided amongst the whole 
number of Ministers, would give at the rate of 
€155 5s to each. I A precisely similar course 
was pursued with regard to the year 1854. The 
Ministers were paid at the regular semi-annual 
periods at the rate of £112 10s per annum but 
as soon as it became known that the revenue for 
that year would also admit of it, a subsequent 
payment, equal in amount to that of the previous 
year, was granted ; thus making the sums actu
ally paid to the Ministers for the year 1853 and 
1804, and out of those years, £160 per an 
num.e id inint •'■..-■.

| The Act of the Legislature authorising com
mutation, was passed about the close of the year 
1854, but it was only in February and March 
1866, that step was taken to put it in opera- 
tion. The commutation was to be effected on

jority to be final, and their formal acts 
but that such formal sanction of the 
shall not be given except in the case ol 
ters who have also individually given th 1, the 
slid Commissioners, power and authi ity to
act for them in the matter, to grant acq tance 
to the Government for their claims t salary 
to which the faith of the Crown is P 
and to join all sums so obtained into on

from the lands heretofore known as the Clergy 
Reserves, by rendering them available for mu
nicipal purposes,” and for me and in my behalf theirs, and 
to receive the amount of such commutation ity.

we. for what, in the former case, was no fault of 
in the Natter: an act of liberal-which shall be held by them till next eeting

-ations ity. N m
of Synod, by which all further reg 
shall be made; the following however to be 
a fundamental principle, which it shall at be 
competent for the Synod at any time 1 alter, 
unless with the consent of the Ministers: inting 
such power and authority ; that the in rest of 
the Fund shall be devoted, in the first i tance, 
to the payment of £112 10s each, as that
the next claim to be settled, if the F a shall 
admit, and as soon as it shall admit of it to the 
€112 10s, be that of the Ministers not on the 
gy oars roll since the 9th May, 1853 and, 
aiko, that it shall be considered a fun mental of 

5enisle bits e19ble ' 5 bdrbe listsoaf tew • brel.

money, and to sign, seal, execute, 7and as my 
act and deed, deliver all such surrenders, re
leases, acquittances, and discharges of the said

In making this claim myself, at my; first, and 
at several subsequent interviews with members 
of the Government, I could only state the 
principle of it. Not being a Clergy Reserve 
Commissioner, and having only general informa
tion on the subject, I was linable to state the 

precise amount of the claim. The subsequent actual division of the. revenues of 1853 and 
1854 giving 6150 to each of the Ministers on 
the Synod’s Roll, those not entitled, under 

day the Provincial Statute, equally with those 
I entitled to commute, fixed the amount of the

annual stipend or allowance, and of the said
commutation money on payment thereof to my 
said attorney, as may be required by the Gov- 
ernment, as fully and effectually as if I were 
personally present, and acting in the premises.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and seal, and the said, the Reverend John 
Cook, D. D., hath set his hand the

thought
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS.

Ross,—Jason Gould, Ephram Olmstead, Jr” 
John Wilson, James Wark, John Mc- 
Laren, Reeve. rest

WILBERFORC e,—Robert Smith, James Leech, 
Arthur McIntyre, Wm, J. oiWarren,e Martin Bulger, bhowshit evolnt

"J. 989

receiv-the salaries the Ministers were actually 
A 1 fforn >.7^7A.D., 1855._____________
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