~ — e e by e

* because they have no respect for the Council

. less.

as at present/constituted. - The day of its
popularity has gone by,if ever such a day
existed, and the only way to gain for it public
favor, is by making it an elective body. . Noth-
ing else can save it from utter contempt— thls
point it has all but reached alreadys ‘I'he
«elective principle must therefore be fo‘l;f
the ministry. | hey may, twist and tu#, ang
desire to strengthep their's poslthi’Y ad-
ditional appointmefits, : nu;tMt to
the point—forced to proceed, or a before
the country in a still stronger light as a ministry
whose promises cannot be depended upon—
reckless, regardless, extravagant
Nor must the question of representation by
population be allowed to slumber.
well to moot the subject,
the feelings of members on the p
do not expect to see a measure 0
carried in the present lfarllamen(,
be advisable to ascertal i |
support the principal, so that constituencies
may know the mm
before the next Parliamentary election.

be selected.

ant system. By it the public money is squander-
ed in the most shameless manner, and the
property: of the people damaged andlost. ~Fwo
vice-regal residences have to be kept up, new
buildings prepared, or old ones, repaired, every
change. ~We are astonished that a single vote
can be found in the house to support so flag-
rant a waste of the hard earnines of the peo-
le.

Many believe that Sir Allan feels disappoint-
ed in reference to the Militia Bill of last ses-
sion. Itisnot so magnificent as he desired—
although he has made the most of the bill as it
passéd, by the appointment of men utterly
unqualified for the tasks assigned them. Oid
foggies have been appointed to offices of honour
and emolument, who can barely draw one leg
after another, let alone draw a sword in op-
position to the talked of invasion of the coun-
try. e say talked of, because we caunot
believe it possible that any circumstances ever
will exist to forcesthe people of Canada and the
people of the United States into war. But
should such an unnatural event ever occur, bold
and determined though the people of Canada
be, the grandest war scheme which it iy possab!e
for Sir Allan to originate, would be petty mn
the extreme compared to what the United
States could bring into existance—there is no
use mincing the matter—Canada cculd not
cope with the United States in a protracted
war—tlie odds are as seven to one against us.
One thing it is certain, the people. of Canada
will never enter into a war the United
States of their own free action, and we do not
think England should peril our position to please
a few aristocrates who may wield power for a
tine. The war spirit may serve Sir Allan’s

* purposes, but we hope the good sense of our

\

"rational ground for holding to and ke
rational gr ding together edz-

lepresentatives will curb the old war-house,
and keep him from running the country farther
into debt in order that he may provide for a
ffew additional hangers on either here or in
England. - England was a much older country
than Canada, before a standing army was
organised. In times of peace a standing army is
useless. 1t may be useful in the hands of a
tyrannical government, to shoot down the peo-
ple when demanding their rights, as has - been
done even in England, but a standing army, as
Sir Allan desires, would be a curse to the coun-
try, besides a source of heavy taxation on the
people. We have gone far enough in the war
preparation”direction, and we hope Parliament
will think so too.

In the matter of separate schools, we trust
Parliament will go no farther. Members must
care nothing for the threats of Bishop Charbon-
pell.  He 1s an Ttalian, and eclearly musunder-
stands ‘the feelings of the people of this coun-
try. They are not to be :bullied by him—
Canada is a free country ; because it is so,
every facility has been given for the establish-
ment of separate schools—wherever be may
choose to establish them ; but to ' support his

rel igious schools be must not tax those who do
not belong to his church. Protestants -will not
submit to this, and the moment the Bishop, or
any one for him, enters tlie political field, seek-
ing to pledge candidates openly or privately to
-support such a taxation scheme, that moment
will Protestsnts combine to vote against the
Bishop’s protogee. We believe that in this we
speak the sentuments of - every Protestant in
Canada. : ‘
" Other matters of a - publie nature will no
doubt be laid before Parliament, but we * must
patiently wait the announcement at the meeting
of the House. The sitting is not intended to
be along one, at least we have reason to be-
lieve Sir Allan is not over anxious for - a lon
session. A short session and another year o
office is what he aims at—there is, howerver,
“many a slip between the cup and the lip.” If
half we hear is true, Sir Allan and his old com-
pact friends may be thrown out, and a new
ministry formed.—Brockville Recorder.

THE SESSION OF PARLIAMENT AND THE

MxnsTrY.—The session of Parliament is now
rapidly approaching ; but, at present, nothing is
knowing publicly of the policy, if they have any,
which the Ministry propose - to adopt. They
came into power, not upon any strength of their
own but, upon the poor remains which Mr.
Hincks had left them—and they have already
near worn out that support. A certain portion
of the measures, which  their old enemy left
behind, they contrived to pass in a queerly be-
devilled manner, accepting the dictation of the
late Premier for acts which he found too "un-
popular to venture on while he would himself
have been responsible for them. There remains
one of the legacies of the late Cabinet, and that
one, there seems every probability, they will
throw overboard. Elective Legislative Coun-
cil they hustled off the board last session, after
pledging themselves to carry it; and, this year
their organs have told us tolerably plain that it
is not ‘intended to bring it forward. We
imagine them now in the position of a Cabinet
1n search of a policy. Fain would they if they
could, find some principle which would furnish a
exhaust

ing office still. But, havm;

programme contrived by the imagination or the |

ingenuity of others, they are now fairly at their
wigts-endyfor the future. Not that, individually,
they are without policies ; but the difficulty is to
have one in which they can agree. We do not
snppose, indeed, that the old distinctions of con-
servative and radical greatly trouble the happ

family. They none of them love well enou gl
to be jealous, and will not, therefore, quarrel
about the less or greater respect that their
present friends exhibit toward their quondam
principles. Butit happens that each of the
individuals who o the Cabinet bas 2
source of s i from and antagonistie
10 that of the rest.—The Lower Canmadian
section of the Cabinet are the only portion of
it tolerably at ease. We all know what is the
rock of strength upon which Cauchon and
Tache rely. “They believe themselves,

they believe themselves with ‘reason, to
strong in the inertness and want of information

i like calling mad dog toaccuse men of beimg
Rouges and infdels. Whie the younger, more
c and more  hopeful - party’

thselvestoﬂnm. vof light, ‘ﬁ".h

ruetion of perjudice, and to the ' ‘promotion
of ; these: ‘pely their
power to keep all inforimation and_al_thought
in their ows'  handa; ~and 'fhus 'to 'lead the
multitude as they may think best for their own

large designs, whose name becomes the hous< |
It will be | hold word of people.
. order  to obtain |of strength, then, he has attached himself to tI
rinciple.—We | Cartier and Cauchon section of Lower Canad
{ this natare |and being independent as regarded his own co!
but'it would | stifuency, he will go headlong wherever th
n who oppose and who | lead the way. Thus, the acts or the resistance
proposed acts, which must be the most unpopul
d of their representatives|in Upper Canada, will find in him a staun
patron.
A parmanent seat of Government should also | eonnections wi}h a'man who has long exercis«
There isnot a sensible man in | a more potential sway than 15 generally unde
the couutry, unbiased by improper motives, - but stood in co‘lonial aﬂ'a.lrs_. He will, - howeve
condemns the present wandering and extravag- | have the Goveruor on his side, for his famil
and the old fogy section of Lower Canada, {
his pliancy. ut Mr. John A. McDonald

in a very different position.
enough to have a career before him, and

"allowed to hold office on any terms in

but is universally in motion throughout the cow
try ; and public men must constantly keep ¢
to the requirements of a community of a ~vei
restless character. Now, what is the itic
of Sir A. McNab? At an age and of a bod
ly habit which ill fits him for great activity .
kind, his popularity is great only where
is kept up uent intercours
Thus he has long kept, and probably will lox
continue to keep, Hamilton all comer
—But, outside of his own <city, he possesses 1

‘nfluence ; and, neither his time of life, ti

state of his health, nor his intellectual characte

at all fit him to acquire it. Heis the man « ||

frank, courteous manners, who captivates
own circle ; not the man of high character, «

In this personal wa

He has acquired aristocratic fami

He is still you

possesses no doubt talents and position, whi
unless his ambition leads him in the direction
a quiet Judgeship, justify him in Iookinngéfor
high place in politics. Will he sacrifice
this—will he give up his prospects for a I ,
merely to play the game of Sir Allan McNz !
That is difficult to believe. Mr. McDon I
bas a fair right to indulge the ambition of so
day placing himself at the head of a real Up
Canadian party—Conservative possibly ; but
relying upon its own intelligence, and its ¢
strength within the limits of Upper Cana
Will he, for the sake of holding office for a |
months, weakly acquire the hatred of his ¢
section of the Province, for holding office
strength derived for the other section and
without any principle to-justify it? Here ti
we believe, is the real weakness of the cabin
—the division between the antiquated pren
earing little for the future, provided he may

interim, and his younger - colleague ambit
probably, of a life of success among those, i
after all, form, n the long run, the

strength which he can rely on. Whatever
the difficulties, whether internal or externa
both, it is plain that there is something

renders necessary an unusual amount of intri,
Mr. Hincks has been months ago relieve¢ Hf

’
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his post as representative of Renfrew, yet e
election has not yet taken place. Ample | e
has elapsed to determine by the popular -
frage the succession of Mr. Langton ; yet e
usual ministerial intrigues are still going n
there as in the other country, and, in the m -
time, the cabinet differences ooze up thr; th
the press of the different parties. We hold e

existing coalition to be by no means a la: 1g
one, and think we may look for an outbreak at
any moment. =

From the Globe.
IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS!
« We are enabled to lay before our res 's.
to-day a series of documents which afford e

most conclusive proof of all the facts state y
the Rev. Mr. McNaughton, in relation to e
commutation fraud. They consist of the ri-

ginal papers used by the managing ministers ad
elders of the Church of Sco tland, when en
ed in obtaining the consent of the va us

el
o

clergymen to the commutation plan. he
first is as follows : —
MoxTrEAL, 27th Feb , 18

RevenuND Sia—1 beg to enclose berewit ‘he
following documents, to which I solicit your sf al
and immediate attention ;— - :

iIst. A letter and draft from the Commissions = of
the Clergy Reserves Fund, making you ‘anothe ay-
meunt of £37 10s.

2nd. A minute of the proceedings of the Sy | at
the pro re nata meeting, held in Montreal ou th * Oth

of January last.
3rd. Two powers of attorney relative to com  1a=

Lon. #Y

4th. A circular letter explawning the seme.

vate and confidential.

% We might ask why so strictly privat. and
confidential ? * Surely if nothing wrong v ; in-
tended, in a matter of great public impor nce,

involving the interests of - the congregat s of
the church as well as the ministers, the p. dort
of these documents might have been nade
known without impropriety. The first the
documents referred to above, is a lette rom

the Commissioners empowering the clerr men
to draw £37 10s for the year 1854. T fol-
ldwing is the minute of the proceeding of, 7mod
which comes second : ;

“ The Synod, having heard the Report (the

Committee appointed by the Synod to ‘atch
over the interests of the Cbhurch, inso  ir as
these niight be effected by the action the
Legislature on the Clergy Reserves, -and,
also, the verbal reports of such members, ‘[ the
Committee as bad been in communicatic with

members of the Government on the sub ct,—
and having seriously and  maturely con: lered

that Clause of the Clergy Reserves Act, jtely
passed by the Provincial Parliament by | 'hich
His Excellency the Governor in Council| = au-
thorized, with the consent of parties inte sted,
to commute the salaries or allowances of ' inis-
ters. chargeable for life or during their i um-
bances on the Clergy Reserve Fund, for their
value in money,—Resolved, . :
% ]st. That it is desirable that such ¢' amu-
tation, if upon fair and liberal terms, sh( Id be
effected ; and that the Rev. Alexander I ithe-
son, D. D., of Montreal, the Rev. Joha' look,
D. D. of Quebec, Hugh Allan, Esq., of | Xon-
treal, John Thompson, Esq., of Quebe and
the Hon. Thomas McKay, of Ottawa C ', be
the Synod’s Commissioners with full ower
to give the formal sanction of the Sy d to
such commutation as they shall approv, the
said Commissioners being instructed use
their besf exertions to obtain as liberal t msas
; the Rev. Dr. Cook tobe Cor :aer;

three to be a quorum ; the decision of t
jority to be final, and their formal acts
but that such formal sanction of the
shall not be given except in the case of
ters who have also individually given th
said Commissioners, power and auth
t for them in the natter, to grant acq
::t.he Govemment‘nz)r their elaims t
to which the faith of the Crown is p
and to join all sums so obtained into on¢
which shallbe beld by them till mext
of Synod, by which all further reg
shall be made ; howeve:
a fundamental principle, it shall - -

noy
1853

> | of the Fund shall be devoted m the

==

principle that all who have a claim to

such benefits shall be Ministers of the Presby-

terian Church of Canada, in connection with

the Church of Scotland, and that_they shall
| cease to have any claim on, or be entitled to,
any share of said Commutation Fand,” when-
| ever they shall cease to be Ministérs in con-
| nection with the said Chureh.”

| “Our readers will observe the stipulation made
 when the Synod consented fo commutation, a#}
above. It was that the interests of the fund
to be created should be devoted, in the first
instance, to the payment of salaries of £112 10s
to Ministers on the roll before 9th May, 1853,
and, secondly to the payment of a- similar sum
to those put out after that date.  Why was
the sum of £112 i0s selected as the salary?
Was it not because that was the actual amount
received by the Clergymen before the 9th
May, 18537 Most assuredly it was. The
feeling of the Clergymen entitled to * their pen-
sions was that if they secured their then
income, they would be quite willing that
the stipends should be fundedfor the ulti-
mate benefit of the Church. If they had be-
lieved, as is now asserted, that the income from
the Reserves entitled them to £150 a year,
would they have consented to take £112 10s?
We trow not. In further elucidation of the
point we copy-the next document :—
QuEBEC, 24th Feb., 1855.

*REv. Sir,—I am instructed by the Com-
mutation Committee, appointed at the last
meeting of Synod, to enclose you two Powers

of Attorney,approved by the Government, and
by the Synod,” which it is necessary you

: | should sign and forward to Hugh Allan, Esq.,
- | of Montreal, without delay—in order ' to our

obtaining a commutation of Clergy Reserves
money, which will be advantageous to the
Church. All the Ministers present at the
Meeting of Synod in January, agreed to com-
| mute—and the Ministers of the Church of
England bave unanimously signed similar Pow-
ers to those now forwarded to you.

The fundamental conditions contained in the
Minutes of the Synod, held at Montreal on the

r| 11th Jaocuary, 1855, which are alluded to in

one of these Powers, and which by the terms
of said Minutes, “ it shall not be competent for
the Synod at any time to alter, unless with the
consent of the Ministers granting such power
and authority,” are First. “ That the iterest
first in-
stance, to the payment of salaries of £112 10s
each,” such ministers, * and that the next claim
on the Fund shall be that of the Minisiers on
the Roll of the Synod, and who have been put
on the Synod’s Roll, since the 9th May, 1853,”
and, Second, ¢ That all persons who have a
claim to such benefits, shall be Ministers of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada, in coanection
with the Church of Scotland, and shallcease to
bave any claim, when they cease to be Minis-
ters ju connection with the said Church”

Of these conditions, it is presumed, rou will
approve, and I have the satisfaction to inform
you that, on the terms proposed by the Govern-
ment, and to which the Commutation Commit-
te are prepared to ee, as soon ai these
powers are received from the ministers of the
Church, it will be certainly possible to comply
with the first condition, in far as respecs min-
isters settled before the 9th May, 1853, and,
preserving the capital, to secure to them, from
the interest, salaries of £112 10s for life, or
incumbency. And it is, therefore, earnestly
entreated that there may be no hesitation or
delay in signing and forwarding these powers.

I am further instructed to call your attention
to the following resolution, passed unanimously
at the last meeting of Synod : —

% That all ministers be, -and they are hereby
enjoined and entreated—{(as to a measuye, by
which, under Providence, not oaly their own
private interests will be secured, but a perma-
nent endowment for the -maintenence and ex-

tension of religious ordinances in the Church)—
t> gront cuch auiliity as 13 uecessary to eliect

a commutation, in the fullest manner, thankful
to Almighty God that a way so easy is open
to them for conferring so important a benefit on
the Church.” :

Not doubting that you will concur in the
views of the Synod,

T am, Reverend Sir,
Your obedient servant,

You will please execute the two powersol at  ney | =
in the manner directed ; that is, by signing you ame JOHN COOK,
and acknowledging the seal adjoining (hebsigna eto Convener.
be yours in presence of 1wo witnesses, who mu sign ; -
the)ir mmeopn such witnesses, and add their fes-| ~Be sure to sign aud _.sea], gr §Ck’?°WInge
sion or occupation, It is essential that you « -ute | your seal before two witnesses, whose signa-
these powers, and retnin them to me by mail % “out | tures must be appended.
delay, in order that the object aimed at by the: nay Make affidavit of age, also before a magis-
R Shewd. S s trate. The ageisto be counted from last

Your obedient servant, birth-day.
HVGH ALLA 3
Se¢’y Clergy Reserve ( a. verend d
Al these papers are to be coosidered strici  pn- To the Revere

“The “ pressing” style of this document is re-
markable. It appears as if the writer felt that
his reader might have scruples to remove, and
must be forced to give his assent in a hurry, if
it was to be got af all. The third paragraph
mentions that terms had been already proposed
by the Government which secured the salary
of £112 10s for life to the old incumbents ; and
be it remarked, that if a larger stipend than
£112 10s had been commuted for that income
could not have been secured. The commuta-
tion-for-life money of an elderly man would not
produce at ordinary interest anything near the
amount of his stipend, and we presume the - ma-
jority of the Church of Scotland Ministers are
advanced in years. Dr. Cook’s circular,
therefore, puts the Ministry in the position of
offering commutation on a higher rate of in-
come than the clergy were receiving, and, in
fact we gre able to assert on the most positive
authority, that Mr. John A. Macdonald agreed
if the affidavits of the clergy could be got
staﬁng that their income was £150, to give
the money. And these affidavavits - were pro-
cured we grieve to say. The following & a
copy of them:—

Know all men by these Presents; that
1 of , » minister of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada, in conmection
with tie Church-of Scotland, being of the age
of years, and 7010 in yeceipt of an an-
nual stipend or allowance of one hundred
and fifty pounds currency from the Cle

Reserve Fund, by and with the consent of

religivus body to which I belong, testified by
the signature of the Rev. John ook, D.D.,of
Quebec, a delegate duly empowered and au-
thorized by the Synod of said Church, under
and by virtue of a resolu'ion of the gasid Synod,
passed on the eleventh January, 1855, to give
the assent of the said Presbyterian Clx\m:El of
Canada, do hereby appoint the Rev. John
Cook, D. D., of Quebec, my attorney for me,
and in my name and on my behalf to commute
my said stipend or allowance with the Govern-
ment of this Province, iu accordance with the
provision of an Act of the Parliament of this
Province, intituled, “ An Act to make better
ovision for the appropriation of monies arising
from the lands heretofore known as the Clergy
Reserves, by rendering them available for mu-
nicipal ,” and for me and in my behalf
to receivé the amount of such commutation
money, and to sign, seal, execute, fand ‘as my
act and deed, dehver.,ﬂ such surrenders, re-

i
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' fb'igned, sealed and delivered in presence
o 2 .

‘I'he Reverend e, within pamed mak-
eth oath and saith, that at his last birth day be
me and was ——— years of b 4
Sworn .
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Know all men by these ;ent::
_ That 1, ya uﬁ.}i’s’:er of the Presbyte-
Tian Chureh of Canada, in conmection with the
Church of Scotland, having already, by another
power of Attorney, made; nominated, and ap-
pointed, the Reverend John Cook, D. D., of
Quebec, my true and lawful attorney for me,
and in my name, to recejye from the Govern-
ment of Canada, all and every the sum or sums
of money, titat I shall or may be entitled to as
the commutation money, of my snnual allow-
ance from the Clergy’ Reserve Fund, as a
minister of the aforesaid Church, do hereby
authorise and appoint my said Attorney to pay
over the said commutagion money into t
hands of the Reverend Alexander Matheson,
D.D., the Reverend John Cook, D. D.,
Hugh Allan, Esquire, of Montreal, John
Thompson, Esquire, of Quebec, and the Hon.
Thomas Niackay, of Ottawa, Commissiovers
appom.ted by the Synod to effect a commutation
to be joined by other sipilar sums into one
Fund, and to be regulated by the Synod, sub-
ject always to the fupdamental constitution
contained in the minutes of Synod, held at
Motgtreal, on the eleventh day of January,
1855.
In witness whereof, I Jave hereunto set my

Hand and Seal, fhe day of »
A. D. 1855, &
Signed, Sealed, anll delivered,

in presence of - —

*““These were sent to the clergy to be signed,
in February, 1854, KEach was asked to de-
clare before God that his mcome from the
Reserve fund was £150 per annum, although
for the previous four years, they had only re-
ceived £112 10s,and yet allbut one took the
oath. Surely money so gamed will carry no
blessing with it. No wonder that Mr. Me-
Naughton should start back, and say he could
not swear to a lie. 'The-affidavit, it will be
seen, says, * now” in receipt of an annual sti-
pend or allowance of one hundred and fifty
pounds currency. No such stipend was re-
ceived at any time, but even if it had been re-
ceived at the time this affidavit was made, it
would not have been sufficienl. The point
was, what did the clergy receive in 1853, for
on that, and that only, could they found their
claim under the Act quoted in the afidavit.—
The Government were bound to reject any
other basis for commutation. We understand
that the Clergy Reserve Commissioners had in
their hands at the time, and bave now, ‘some
twenty thousand pounds, atcumulated cash.
Supposing they had divided that among the
clergy,and enabled them to make affidavit that
their income was £25)) per ammum in 1835,
would the Government have been justified in
commuting on that amount, when the act au-
thorizing them to do so was passed in 1853,
and it expressly provided that it was the sti-
pends then paid which were to be continued to
actual incumbents?  Most assuredly not.
Yet they might have taken £250 as well as
£150 as the basis of commutation, so far as
law or justice were concerned. The £37 10s
paid in 1855 to give the lergy a miserable
excuse for saying that their income of £150
was taken out of that accumulated fund. We
are able to state positively, and it can be easily
proved, if a Parlimmentary committee 6f en-
quiry be granted, or the matter comes before
the Court of Chancery, that there were no
arrears for 1853, to be collected in 1855, as
stated in the Montreal “ Transcript,” that the
whole income of that year was allotted to the
clergy, and that the payment of £37 10s ag-
ditional in 1855, was a trick, arranged be-
tween the clergymen and Mr. John A. Mac-
donald to deceive the public and rob thes
Treasury.”—Globe.

The oth_er side-

To the Editor of the Montreal Gazette :

Sm,— Will you allow'me, very shortly, to
correct certain errors affecting the character of
the Ministers of the Chruch of Sotland in this
Province, contained in ay article of the Globe of
the 3rd instaut.

In that articleit is stated, -That each
Minister of the Church of Scotland, with the
one noble ex~eption -or Mr. McNaughton,
filed a solema declaration with the Government
that at the passing of the Imperial Act or on

£150 per annum.”

I am one of these miisters, I acted as At-
torney for them all. Asa Commissioner ap-
pointed by the Synod, and residing at the Seat
of Government, I was acquainted with every-
thing that was dore in the matter of com-
mutation and 1 can positively assert that ne such
declaration was ever made, either verbally or in
writing, by any one for them. The very re-
verse ; on the occasion of the first interview I
had with a member of the Government on the
snbject of Commutation, I stated that we had
only received £112 10s in the year 1853 ; yet,
for reasons which I mentioned, we would be
treated—in our apprehension—unfairly, if com-
pelled to commute at that sum. And these
reasons, it was my business to press at every
succeeding interview with members of the
Government.. Had I or any of us, been dispos-
ed to conceal the fact, it could not have been
done. It was perfectly known to the Govern-
ment, and was as the Globe says, officially stat-
of falsehood, or something Warse, is therefore,

without foundation.

The ground on which those who conducted
the commutation for the Ministers of the Church
of Secotland, claimed that they should be
mitted to commute for a som than £112
10s, although ' that wasall which was actually
received in the course of 1853, was simply this,
that they were entitled to more,—that accord-
ing to the opinion of  two. former Attorneys
General, it was the duty of the Clergy Reserve
Commissioners to distribute the revenue of each

aq,mn&;ﬂ:e Ministers of the year,—that
ving no salary assigned them, wnvarying
from year to year, they were legally entitled to
their fair proportion of the revenue,—
that in point of fact, that was-what was really
"w to M,—M,tht if at am ﬁme’

former
theirs, and in the 'latter: an act of liberal-

ity.

no to
'ﬂded. Our position all

he | each Mimister.

the 9th May, 1823, he had been in receipt of | 872

claim which had all along heen made and enabl-
ed the Ministers to state in their printed
powers of Attorney. There was not the
slightest attempt to impose on the Government
the time when the lunrplemenury sum was

v ong was, that whe-

r'that sum were actually added or not, our
right to it and to commute accordingly was the
same. The addition was in our apprehension,

[valuable onlly as enabling us to speeify the amount

of a before undefined claim.
The claim after a correspondence with the
Clergy Reserve Commissioners was ultimately
admitted by the Goverament. That cor-
respondesice will, no doubt, be laid before
Parliament, and ia it will be found an official
statement of the revemne for each year,
the amount appropriated for each year and
the stipends received each year by the Minis-
ters. J ,

Only one further explanation has to be given.
The Jlube states that the revenue of the year
1853 amounted to only £7,959 19s3d, and
consequently, could not have yielded £1b0 to
By the revenue of <1853 the
Globe understands the sums paid into the Clergy
Reserve Commissioners from the 1st January
to the 31st December 1853. By the revenue
of the year 1853, we understand the ‘interest.
of the Clergy Reserve F'und in the hands of
the Government for 1853, and which—the
last half year of it, at least, could only be due
on the JstJanuary 1854, and was not and
could not be paid into the hands of.the, Com-
missioners sooner than in the beginning of that
year. -Thus understood, the revenue of
1853 was £11,260; that of 1854 ever £12,-
000.
* I am uawilling to add to those explana‘ions
any general remarks. But I cannot refrain
from saying, that when the Provincial Legisla-
ture was taking away a property worth two or
three millions of pounds, from partics to whom
it had been given by a solemn Act of Parlia-
ment, bearing in’ the body of it that it was a
final settlement, it was scarcely worth the while
of ‘certain parties to show so much zeal to cut
down the claims which the Imperial Parliament
had recognzed and reserved to the lowest pos-
sible figure.  After all these claims do not
materially diminish the amount acquired by the
Province. It will not, I am persuaded, be
made a charge against the members of the
Government, by any reasonable man, that they
were disposed to take a fair and equitable view
of them. And, it remains to'be seen whether the
purpose to which the comparatively small sums
obtained in virtue of them, will be permanently
applied, of placing, that is, well educated
Ministers of the Gospel, here and there over this
great province, may not ultimately prove quite
as beneficial to its interests, as any use that is
likely to be made of the vastly large amount
which is to be distributed” amongthe Munici-
palities.
[ am Sir,

Your ob’t serv’t,

Joun Cooxk.

»

Quebee, Jan. 10, 1856.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS.
Sir,~—As soon as Parliament assembles it is
to be presumed that everything connected with
the commutation effected by the Government
with the Churches of England and Scotland of
their claims on the Clergy Reserves, will be
laid before the public ; but, as some little time
must yet elapse before that can be done, and
as the letter of the Rev. Peter MeNaughton
and the articles in the Globe and the Argus, if
left unanswered, may prejudice the public mind,
I feel called on to offer some explanation of
circumstances which are placed in a false light
in the letter alluded to.

I have no doubt it will surprise you to learn
that notwithstanding Mr. McNaughton’s con-
scientious scruples and vituous indignation, he
took the money to make up his salary for the
year 1853, to £150, and was then quite satisfi-
ed of the justice and propriety of doing so,
though in his letter he leads the reader to infer
that it had been offered to him and that be
refused it, and it was not till after he had ac-
cepted of thé money that he indicated his
intention of refusing to commute his allow-
ance. :

The principle adopted by the Clergy Reserves
Commissioners in the distribution of the revenue
entrusted to them has always been to divide, as
near as possible, the revenue of each ycar
among the ministers of that year, retaining only
what was necessary to ensure regularity of
payments and to meet contingencies, for which
course they obtained the legal sanction of (then)
Mr. Attorney General Draper and Mr. Attorney
General Smith.

This principle has always been adhered to as
closely as circumstances would admit of, except
in'two circumstances, when the revenue was
unusually large and the list of ministers  dimin-
ished in consequence of the departure of a num-
ber of them, of whom Mr. McNaughton = was
oné to fill charges in Scotlgnd rendered vacant
by the secession whic then recently taken
place. Keepingin view, therefore, the interests
of the vacant congregations, and anticipating a
dual new supply of ~ministers, it was not
thought expedient to distribute, -at once, the
whole revenue of these years, but the balances
thus retained have since, to a considerable extent
been employed in assisting congregations to buy
glebes and build gnses, which will be of much
benefit, not only to the present ministers, but
also to their successors,

It is necessary to explain that owing to the
time required to make up the public accounts in
the Government offices the revenue of any one
year was not known or paid over to the Com-
missioners till Tar on in the succeeding year.—
The payments to the Ministers, however, had to
be made semi-annually, and hence it follows
that they were usually made out of a bal-
ance remaining from the year immediately pre-
ceding.

The return for the year 1853 printed in the
public accounts is an example of this. It shows
that the Ministers were paid at rate of £112

10s per annum, on the 30th of June and - 31st
December, respectively, but at those dates the
Commissioners had no knewledge how much the

—

ing and these, it is manifest, were £150, and I
am at a loss to know how any one acquainted
with the facts, could find any fault whatever,
cither with the Government or the Ministers,
for effecting the commutation at that rate.

W/ith regartl to the Government I beligve, |
state’ the unanimous opinion of the Committee of
our chureh, which conducted the negotiations
with them, that they acted throughout in & fair
and liberal spirit, evidently desirous to do justice
to the churches, but never for a moment losing
sight of the public interest ; and that while we
cannot complain of injustice at their handy,
neither can we say that we were unduly fa-
vored. 2

| am Sir,
Your obt servt,
HUGH ALLAN,
Secretary to the Reserves Commis-
sioners.

Clergy

I'rom- the Montreal Gazette,

Tue CrLercy REserveEs CoMMUTATION
AND THE CLERGY OF THE CHURCH OF Scor-
LAND,—The Globe has been.in want for some
time past of a good ery. I'he Clergy Re-
serves  Commutation scheme, propounded in
part by itself, -on which a final ~ettlement of
that vexed question has been based, has rebbed

it of half its stock in trade. DBut at Jlast a
jewel turned up in a Rev. Mr. McNaughton,
who alone, of all the Church of Scotlar.d in

Canada, refused to commute his stipend.  This
he said, he did upon conscientous scruples, and
accused his brother clergymen of tommuting
for a larger sum than their salaries had been.
Here was a monster scandal for opposition
prints to raise a hue and cry about, for had not
Vinisters of the Crown connived at this scan-
dalous fraud. FElsewhere we piblish a Tetter
from the Rev. Dr. Cook, of Quebec, upon the
subject, which clears up the apparent mystery,
and all who knew Dr. Cook’s worth and stand-
ing, will require no further explanation of the
facts of the case. We may add, however, in-
formation gleaned from a most reliable source
respecting the addition made to the salaries in
1%53. It had been customary, as we under-
stand, lor the Clergy Iieserves Commissioners
to estimate the stipends they could. pay their
clergymen out of the moneys coming to them,
so low as, wunder any circumstances, to be
within the amount they could pay. By this
means they were enabled from time to time to
pay them a bonus, as the sum received exceed-
ed the estimate, an act much more” grateful to
the feelings of the clergy than calling on them
to submit to subsequent deductions to - make up
for over estimates and over payments. Acting
on this plan, the regular stipends had been
fixed at £112 s per annum, to be increased
by as large a bonus as the proceeds of the fund
would admit. It is clear, that within the
meaning of the Act this bonus -formed a just
basis for commutation, as’in reality ‘forming
part of the salary to which the Ministers are
by law entitled.

The total revenue of the Church of Neot-
land in Canada from Reserves fund, for the
year 1853, was as follows :—

£
Paid to the Clergy Reserve Com-

MISSIONErSs s sosoness «.11260 13 4
Paid by Government direct to

those Clergymen to whom: the

faith of the Crown was pledged. 1083 7 2

S.

£12344 0 6

e

The_ number of Mainiste s entitled

p——

i
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the basix on which the commute Annual Stipends
or allowunces running over a series of years
back, the equivalent must surely be the actual
incum of that yewr only, not that income swelled
by arrears of payments from former- years.
Neither Mr.  Allan nor Dr, Cook® shew that
the f.’oﬂlulnhfm has been effected m:('ording
to this the letter ;Hu' Law ; and neither from
thel letlers, nor fom any document that hae
been published is it possible to form a judgment
whether the amount awarded ix greater of lewss

than the amount to which the eclaimants are
entitled.
¢ CANADIAN TALENT.~In all. countries there

must be xome men blessed with more talent
than others, and it gives ‘ux much pleasure to
notice that amongst those xo favored in Canada
at least one iy a native of Ottawa, Muutm'
George Kennedy, at present studying in the
Jniversity at "Toronto, son of Donald Kennedy
Esq., of this City, bas taken the l'ollnw:ng’
prizes, atiwo successive examinations :-—[p
1854 the £30 scholarship in Metaphysies and
Ethics—the second prize in the first ‘class iy
Chemistry —the £5 Book Prize in History and
Rhetoric, and the £4 Book I’rize {or, the Lng-
lish Kissay. At Matviculation he took the first
Classical Scholarship. | At the last annual exy
amination he also was awarded the first classical
scholarship, and the £4 Classical Book 1rize
besides getting first class honors in Mnh'u'uln-','
tion. Such achievements are not accomplished
without both talent and application, and Maste
Kennedy’s suecess proves that fie possesses
both in such a degree, that he may yel become
one of the leading men of the rovinve.—Utta-
wa Citizen,

Two MeN DrowNep.—The Prescott -
Telegraph says on Friday evening last, about
€ o'clock, as a Mr. McCarthy, a carter 'of
Ogdensburgh, in company with a stranger, who
had arrived by the (-'rllu{ Trink Railway from
below, was crossing the river a little above this
town, in a one/ horse sleigh, he ﬁt'rid(-ntnll)
drove into an opening jn the ice, about a quar
ter of a mile from shore. 'The cries of the men
for assistance were heard on land, and parties
with lanterns immediately, went in the direction
of the cries, but were too late to be of any ser-
vice ; the men, horse and sleigh, disappeared
under the ice.  We regret to learn that
both of those men were - intoxicated at the
time.

On Saturday morning, Capt. Plumby repaired
to the place of disaster, with one of %lin “ferry
boats, which was put into the water; and
throughout the day parties from the townvon-
tinued scarching_iﬁr the bodies, but could find
nothing except a part of the sleigh,

We have hean{’of three miserable ‘ fragments

{ humanity,” victims of intemperance, in the
Ia\ loathsome stage, haviug been lately found
in the vicinity of tﬁix town, famished and frozen ;

yet, how many ia our community scofl at the
efforts of the tﬂ:?peram:c people to save *such
immortal beings from so horrible an end!—
Those who do so should beware, they them-
selves may meet a similar - death, by and by.
The only safeguard against the wiles of the
serpent, “ whose breath is poison, and whose
sting is death,” is to touch not the unclean
thing.

The Ogdensburgh Sentinel says :— 'T'he
shock ofan Earthquake was felt in this vicin-
ity on Saturday morning, Jan. 5th, at about 15
minutes past 12 o’clock. - The noise was similar
to the reverberations of artillgry, but seemed

to commute was i !—which
would give to each.vvvvveaen, 29
But if it had been divided amongst

all the Ministers on the roll, cach

would have gotiveviioveeen £136 5 0
And the cominuiation being effected at £150,
they got even less than they were entitled to.

'T'he public accounts for 1853 show the

confined within the bowels of the earth. The
shock caused considerable consternation in the
country, many were startled from their beds by
the jarring of their houses. - Doors of dwellings
were forced open by the jarring. We hear
very many speaking of the occurrence, while
others engrossed with sleep, paid no attention
to the visitation. :

payments made to the Midisters on the 30‘%
Jume and 315t of December of That year, b

could only be considered as payments oa ac-
count, as the reveuue fn wie year 1853 was
only paid to the Commissioners on the 7th
April, 18545 it was therefore, only subsequent
to that date that the sum - to Whic{ Ministers
were entitled for 1853, could be knowf\, and
the payments of £37 10s made afterwards
were to make up the amounts to which they
were thus entitled. That £37 10s was as
much the right of the Clergy under the old
Reserves Act, asthe £112 10s.

The Montreal Herald says :=*We have
much pleasure m publishing the following letters
from Dr. Cook, of Quebec, and Mr. Allan, of
this city in explanation of the Rev. McNaugh-
ton’s, we must now consider unjust and un-
charitable insinuations against the: good faith
and veracity of his late brethern, the Ministers
of the Church of Scotland, in Canada. It is,
we think, abundantly evident, from Dr. Cook’s
statement, that nothing could have been wmore
fair and truthful than his and his brethern’s
conduct in this latter; and from Mr. Allan’s,
that the incomes, justly and legally “due—altho-
ugh not paid. 222 full during the year—to the
Ministers of the Church of Scotland, tor the
year 1853, were £150, and consequently, that
was the annual income of eachj clergy-
man to be commuted under the Act of Parha-
men .

i From the Argus.

" Itis deeply to be regretted that the turn
this discussion has taken has been such as to
divide attention from the true bearing of ' the
question, namely whether the settlement made
with the particular = Church referred 1o is
conformable to law ornot ? Kor our part we
have not seen anything to lead us to entertain
the slightest idea that the Commissioners to
whom the duty of urging the claims of the
Clergy of the Established Church of Scotland
was confided, made any other than fair and
true representations to the Government ; and

" % R il ¥
ARt Yortan Blorme e et . T
inst. as a person named Jerry - Sheyaljer Was~—
travelling on the road from Jordan 1, Ball’
‘Mills, about twilight at the skirts of the }; |§
a little above the Black Meeting Howe l[:l
saw two men sitting on a log by the road ’s’.jef
on ariving opposite them he gave the usual sa.
lutationof “goog evening,” when one of them
sprang up and_ demanded his money,  Suppos-
ing him to be jesting: Shevalier replied he had
not much —robber said “none of your |-
bugglns,”' and made a trust at him with a dirk
cane, aiming for his heart, to avoid which
Shevalier threw himself back and the Ik
pierced him in the front of the chest, b b
through his clothes, and into the ﬂesl,; : u;‘e

man then caught him behind by the f hai il
pulled him to the ground at wfi'ich time he ..,
about to cry out “murder,” when a revolv:f’
was presented in front of him,and hé wax told
that if he made any noise his brains would be
blown out. He then told them if they would
spare his life he would give them what money
he had—about $38 --which_he did. Nearch
was soon after made for the\%tbers, but lhé)‘
could not be traced further thén the toll-gate
to which they were tracked in the snow. What
steps have been taken by the authorities to
secure their arrest, we are uninformeAl
from the fact that they can be identifidd

the danger of permitting highway nigh a
murderers to roam at %arge, unbridled, and
unhung, it isto "be jioped no means will
be left untried to acedmplish  this desirabl¢
end.—The depredations of the ‘Cownsend gang
are not yet forgotten, and God forbid that a
similar band of freebooters should be permitted
with impunity to re-enact their tragic and mer-
ciless plunderings.—St. Catharine’s Constitc-
tional.

EXTRAORDINARY CoLd W EATHER.—['he
Buffalo Ezpress states that at St. Paul’s Mif-
nesota, the weather was never known to be so
cold as during the last week or two. ~ A private
letter assures us that the thermometer ranged

certainly no one can blame them far putting
the most favorable construction for their clients
on an Act of Parliament, if doubt of® its real
intention existed. Had they been desirous, in-
deed, of entrapping the Government, it would

43 degrees-below zero for several - continuous
days ! Things will get so “tight™ there if the
cold continues, that it will take aH'next swummer
to thaw out. 1

have been out of their power,since the Govern-

revenue of | might amount ta, and stonld
ﬂﬁuﬁx’vﬁm safe in -“-u;‘ the al-
lowance at that time. On the 7thof April, 1854
the revenue of 1853 was paid over by the Go-
vernment to the Commissioners, and finding

that the amount received was in excess of the
sum paid to the Ministers for that year the Com-
missioners resolved on making a supplementary

grant of £37 10sto each Mmister, which was

one.

The Bevenue of 1858 was as follows :—
Paid by (3ov’t to the Commis. . £11,260 13 4
Paid by do direct to the Ministers
to whom the faith of the Crown
was pledgeds . cevsvavanenene, 1,083 72

e

Total £12,344 0 6
This, if divided amongst the 76 Ministers in-
ducted before the 9th May, 1853, who alone
were entitled to commute their stipends, would
give £163 5s or if divided amongst the whole
namber of Ministers, would give at the rate of
£155 58 to each. | A precisely similar course
was pursued with regnmctie ¢ar 1854, The
Ministers were paid at the semi-annual
periods at the fate of £112 10s per anntm 'but
s soon as it became known that the revenue for
that year would also admit of it, a subsequent
payment, equal in amount to that of the previous
year, was ; thus making the sums ‘actu-
ally |

id to'the Ministers for the year 1858 and
:.‘ and out of those years, £150° per an

! 1The Aet of the Legishature uthorising com-
mutation, was passed about the close of the year
1854, but it was only in Febroaryand March
1855, that step' was taken to pi m

y The commutation was to be on

fion
the salaies the Ministers were actually receiv-
{ sdciom L Y i f fO A% & :

>

_mdthdth‘edata'u{geo - et ¥
wiftvh L0 nx_correctly ¢ on to be
awarded. The principle on which the claims
were to e made out were matters of tias
tion, ~ [t appears, according to Dr. Cook’s
statement to bave been fully discussed, —and
the view taken by the Clergy Reserves Com-
missioners to have been admitted by the Law
Officers of the Crown'to be correct. It is
then to the latter—and to them only-—that
censure properly attaches il the Commutation
has been effected on terms different from | those
the Act contemplated, The question now  in
dispute cannot be a difficult one to decide when
all the accounts are exhibited, as they will of
course be when Parliament meets. re can
be no such issue as that raised hy Dr. Cook.
"The question of the-justice or injustice of the
Clergy Reserves Commutation can form no
element in the discussion. The Commutation
is a matter of right, and the precise terms of it
are strictly ﬁxeg by Law: from these terms
the Government can neither deviate to the right
nor to the left ; neither add nor abate one jot or
htt§ of w};h:t tin law gives.
i Now the whale point at isswe is simply this
what was the amount or value of ;TP mea}
g:lpemi'lor da{lmoam nm had been
passing al  det o
befors the 50 My 1553 rduiigmat one
ﬂ"‘" to the Clergy of the Church of Seots
band 7, Under the terms “assigned Y
we gertainly consider the ammount that had
legally acerued to that body ai the above nam-
ed dage, is con } ‘even gh a
portion of it may not have been paid over by
thpvmnt at the time, A dmitti 100w
what appears rather questionable ~that it is

HpUTH

Errects of THE Pragur vy Po o
ann Naonronsn. N-:ﬁx’.., on'§
ing out of the 'recent ce, ¢

Epuhtion of 14,000. of which 1,200
ve died and about 4,800 are among
. ¢, that is have not returned.
tion of Norfolk at the same period W
of which 2,700 have died, and there
nearly 600 not returned.

SUCCESS OF A PISCATORY EXPERIMENT, —
The experiment of stocking the rivers and
onds of France with fish, by artificial means
 now extensively practised, and with entire
success. In January and February last, nearly
& million of fish, in an embryo states were
distributed in the inland waters of France and
50,000 salmon and lake trout have . recently
been placed in the ponds about Boulogne.

AMBROTYPES.— Thé new and beautiful
pracess called ambrotype is fast superseding that
of the daguerreotype. The ambrotype is simply
& daguerreotype on glass. The picture is taken
upon plate glass, over which js placed a cor-
responding glass, the two being wnited by an
indestructible gum, enabling the picture to

Sefore | rotain its brilliancy for ages.  The picture never

fades ; being enclosed by a plate of glass, they
are preserved entirely from the action of the
atmosphere, and light has no effeet wpon them.
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