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The Closing Speeches of the
~ Budget Discussion.
Tarte’s Hour of Glory, When the Ket-_
tle River Railway Bill Was
Sent Into Oblivion.

Temperance People Getting Concerned About
the Plebiscite—Petitions Pouring In Ask-
ing for a Straight Vote For or Against,

Prohibition—What Sic Wilfrid Promised "

to Do.
|

OTTAWA, | April  14.—Sir Richard
Cartwright's reply to Mr. Foster was
plentifully  interspersed with = ‘epi-
grams and clever sayings, and was a
bright and incisive, attack on the:late
government and onu 4ransactions of
pld times. It was not so effective as

/% defence of his.own: colieagues, or. of |.

himselt. To begin with, he defend

‘@ sort’ of half-hearted way the redu
tion in Savings Bank interest on the
ground that two-thirds:.of the money
on deposit belongs to 26,000 people,
who must therefore have:deposited on
an average of one thousand  dollars

apiece. Sir Richard thinks that a man:

with a thousand dollars in the Sav-

ings Bank does!not need any paternal

care on the part of the . government,
and then jumps to the wrong . infer-
ence that it is right to pay him less
interest than is paid by the govern-
ment to the money lender’ iniLondon,
who may be worth millions.:: To make
the average $1,000 there ‘would .prob-
ably be 13,000 depositors with less than
that amount. Some might think that
a man who ' after say tiwentv-five
years of saving way have got from
five hundred to & thousand dollars laid
away for his old '‘age i8 not altogether
a bloated millionaire. ¢

Sir Richard admits ;that the tariff
reduction of last year brings the av-
erage rate down: from :thirty and a
half to twenty-nine and a .half per
.cent. only, which gwith large. increase
in the excise,
Bank interest reduced, with great ad-
ditional importation and ne: surplus,

does not indicate much relief to the |

taxpayer. But he explains that the
comparison does not cover the:whole.
ground because some goods are admit-
ted which were previously, taxed so
high they did not come inat all. If
Sir Richard had ‘told. the house what
goods these were it ‘would have been
edifying. 'We should then know what
Canadian thdustry has been  wholly
or partly extinguished.  :8ir Richard
says that he never found:fault with,
the late government for its debts and

expenditures alone, but for such man- |

agement as caused values .to fall, the
people to be poor and the exodus to
grow, He declares there. is no exodus
now.. The people are all gtaying home:

and ‘more are ‘coming - imi ;. He ven-:
tures the prediction that the. next cen~}

sus will show a different state of af-
fairs in Mr. Foster’s province than

the last one did, as the people . are |

vow remaining there and multiplying
with rapidity, all on account of the
new' government. ;

Sir Richard, following his: old lines
of attack, said that the late govern-
ment’s policy had léed to a continual
decrease in tthe fimportations . from
Great Britain and an increase in those
from the United States. He was able
to prove by figures ¢hat such a change
had taken place. But he neglécted.
the statistics of his' own department
for the first nine months under ' the
rew tariff. ‘Sir Charles Tupper sup-
plied the deficiency latér, and Clarke
Wallade gave some further returns,
showing that the new tariff, so far
from changing the curreat of import
trade toward ¥England, had increased
the imports from the United States

- much more than from England.

Sir Richard’s explanation of the in-
trease of debt and expenditure was
that fthe late government had set an
example from which it° was not easy
o escape. He ' also contended that:
Mr, Foster’s accounts for his last year
were not the proper basis of compar-
ison, inasmuch as he hkad sta cer-
tain services and left the public works
of the country in a demos ,con-~
dition. This was the best explanation
Sir Richard had to offer for an in-
creased expenditure of $1,400,000 the
first year, with a continual advance
during the second year and in the es-
kimates in the third. ' ,
there are new services to come for
which the Jate government did. not
have to provide, and ‘therefore therve.
may be continuous increase” both' in’
debt and taxation. ;

Sir Charles Tupper began speaking
at 9.3) and held the attention of the
house till half an hour after midnight.:
His review of Sir Riochard’s financial
exposition was in much the same tone
and with all the stréngth and vigor.
iexhibited more than ‘wenty ' years
ago, when Sir Richard ‘was finance
minister and Sir Chatiés the chief
firancial critic. In these great days:
Sir Charles did more thah one man's:
share to crush the miristry which

mheseema;:maoe ‘over ‘.hezm; : om &

to the charge of. 8ir Richa

Foster had cooked. the account
Charles only knew of onefinanoce min
ister of Canada who had performed .
‘this culinary operation. That was Sir |
Richard himself, who. transferred the
half.a million dollars from capital
count to current account in order to
cook the statement of the preceding.
year, and make it tell in favor of his

with the Sayings |

4 also pledged. He would have been

1 all, ‘we would have hed a better con-

o
8

L
ot

than /it ;would . .now, .which . sum the

: forty .years, the English investor pays

_Sir Richard's charge that the increas-
L ed expenditure of last year would have:

_change of government.

.ity, and was subjecti to.reductions, and |

- picture of Mr. Blair appeared in the

 les) did not add that the people voted

i that the estimate 'of a million and a

Jarger. And so on through the whole

place. ' “We ftreat all countries alike,”.
was the declaration made over and
.over again in this house
*Is that your policy today,” he asked,
. adding,’ “Who knows what your policy

‘iliusory ‘statements. He told them:

had come In with the Bssurance of & | Pt 0

quarten of a centufy of Power. To- |

This expenditure ocould bring no re-
tu.n and was absolutely wasted mon-
ey. The Drummond deal,
tkrough 'last year, would have cost
the country one million dollars more

senate had saved. But in any case the
‘plan of ‘éxtension was a bad one, and
Sir Charies fears that it was only un-
dertaken’ because’ it: was necessary to
deliver goods to a friend from whom
value had been received. -

Sir Oharles replied promptly to a re-
‘quest to state his own plan of railway
extension. ‘It 'was this: The Quebec
bridge’ would ‘have to be built. This
government was pledged Yo contri-
buté to it notwithstanding the Drum-
mhond deal. The late governmeéent was

willing to vote a million dollars, or
whatever part of that sum would be
pecessary to gain access to Quebec.
Then he would have said to the Can-
adian Pacific: “You have the right to
run trains from St. John to Halifax
on fthe Intercolonial, give us the 'same
‘right to run from Quebec to Mont-
.real.” In that way, at the expendi-
are of a million dollars or less, Whi
i o - Hiwll to’ Spend ALH

nection than the government gets at
an expenditure .equal to seven mil-
sions. ‘We would have had the same
access from Montreal to St. John and
Montreal to Halifax that is obtathed
now, and not a dollar of this addi-
tional annual expenditure would have
teen called for.

Sir Charles does not accept the
Cartwright view of savings banks. He
~does not agree that a short loan from
our own: people should cost less than
a long loan abroad. While Sir Rich-
ard thinks that a loan which may be
repaid in a few.years ought to draw
less interest .than one running for

the higher price for the longer loan.
The leader of the oppcesition seems
rather to doubt whether the minister
of trade and commerce is genuine' in
Lis defence of Mr. Fielding’s expedi~
ent for oapturing an: additional half’
'million. Time was, Sir Charles says,
when ‘Sir Richard could exercise some
influence with his ‘party. ‘Before the
elections Sir Richard told an audiénce
‘that ‘when the government came he
‘would be finauce minister. But the
party found that this would not do.
They muzzled' him and he was not al-
‘lowed to go on the stump during 'the
campaign. ““The people dreaded him
as they would a pestilence,” sald Sir
Charles, “and though he is now in the
government he is placed in a position
‘Wwhere he is content to be the mouth-
plece of the man who got his place
and who reversed his policy.” In the
campaign “they had to chain him by
.the leg,”” and now he was merely the
apologist for his' inferiors.

Sir Charles replied conclusively to

been required if there had been no
Sir Richard
would prove it by the old estimates,
but Sir Charles says that the estimate
was not an estimate at all. It was
merely a draft, not even approved by
the governor general, and not brought
down to the house. It had no valid-

was not such a paper as could be dis-
cussed in the house at all. Mr. Field-
ing interposed with the remark that
he had known cases where estimates
not yet brought down had been men-
tioned by a minister on public occa-
sions. 8ir Charles admitted that he
could himself recall a . case, when dur-
ing a.provincial compaign a dominion
minister /wrote a letter telling a local
politician what the estimates ‘would
‘contain. ‘I refer,” he said, “to the
minister of railways; who wrote a let-
ter during the Ontario election, prom-
ising a wvote to the Trent Valley Canal
twice as large as it had been made be-
fore. The letter with the beautiful

local press, and'it was read all over
the . district, with the advice to the
people . to. vote for the ‘government
candidate and one million and a half
to the Trent Valley Canal.” . Sir Char-

against the government candidate and

half was cut down to six hundred
thousand. = But the election returns
and the estimates set forth the facts.

st

The leader of the opposition went a
little into detail. The ministers used
to protest against  expenditure . for
Rideau hall. They have increased it.
They protested against the cost ‘of
civil government. They have made it

programme of  complaint ‘and promise
and repudiation, the leader of the op-
position pursued the ministers. Then
he took: up the trade policy and the

amusing changes which had taken

last year.

Will be tomorrow ?'!

Last year the minister of finance de+
lighted the people of England with
that Canada was moving in the ai-
rection O Free' trage. - hein,

it pu.'-. Y

| would drive the av-.
¢ } (erage man to a mad-
hos .~ In almost
‘everyinstance these
mﬂ'erinip are due
to disorders of the distinctly’ feminine or-
. . They rob a woman of her health,
er beauty, her amiability, hpr usefalness
as & housekeeper, her capability as a moth-
er, and her charm and power in the
and religious world.

There is a safe, sure, speedy and perma-
nent reniedy for these ‘troubles, It is Dr.
Pierce’s Favorite Prescription. It acts di-
tectly on the delicate and i
nine organs that bear the brunt of matern-
ity.. It endows them with health, strength,

t and elasticity. It allays inﬂx"mtu-

tion, heals ulcération, soothes n and

exhausting drains. It banishes the

ies of the expectant months, and
baby’s ad d alm

ment. It fits' for wifeh d mother-
hood. ‘Thousands of women who ‘wire
almost hopeless invalids have testified to
their recovery under this wonderful medi-
cine, ' Medicine dealers sell it. Accept no
substitute or inferior imitation,

, ‘“For seven years,’” writes Mrs. Louisa Ar-
thurs, of Ostwalt, Iredell Co,, N, C., “T suffered
untold agony fromr fémalé weakness. I then
commenced- taking Dr. Pierce's Favorite Pre-
ﬁymm and improved very fast. It saved my
e,

%nly i:nu,;_ent f:?cmps to éover custod ms
and mailing of a ~covere

of Dr. Pierce’s Cdmm%“npe;ense Mem
Adyiser. Cloth binding so stamps. Send
to Dr. R. V. Pierce; B o, N.Y.

no human being could tell what other
changes would take place before the
first of ‘August.

And again. If Mr. Fielding had tpld
the people of England that while he
'had advanced ‘the English duties in
order to make a reduction, he had re-
duced the Ameriean duties on some
important ‘articles, would there hdve
been the same burst of enthusiasm ?

which we get from: the United Stae
only, and binder twine, whié¢h we Ee‘m
from the, Uniteéd States free. S
than a Jjubilee reduction had ' been’
made in bread stuffs which we im4
port from the States.  The duty ‘on
the larger iron goods which come fiof-
a foreign land had been cut ‘down
very ‘much more than the preference
reduction to 'England. = The jubilee
tariff had increased the imports from
the States much more than from Eng-
tand, but Mr. Fielding did not tellthe
people of Bristol so last year. Neither
did he tell them what Sir Richard had
told the house that very evening, that
the government went first fo the
United States to seek reciprocity, that
being in Sir Richard’s view, the most
important market and the most use-
ful country to secure for a commer-.
cial ally.” “When America turned =
deaf ear tous,”’ Sir Richard said, “we
did not turn our cheek to ithe smliter,
but set our face toward the mother
land.” Mr. Fielding 'did not: tell Eng-
land that America was the:govern-
ment’s first choice, and that the re-'
sort to the mother land with the great
jubilee tariff was only a last refuge
after the ministers had been snubbed
at ‘Washington. ' Perhaps that candid
statement would not have called out
the burst of enthusiasm of which Sir
Wilfrid and Mr. Fielding now boast-
ed. 3 i
' 8ir Charles made short work of the
claim that the denunciation of  the:
Belgian treaties was the result of the.
Canadian tariff of last year. , Thebest
authority on that point is the minig-
ter who denounced the treaty, ;and
Mr. Chamberlain himself made a
statement in the case which . settles
the question. Mr. Chamberlain did
not say that the Canadian 'tariff had
anything to do with it. He did not
even mention that Dpiece of states-
manship. ‘What he did say was that
the treaties had been abrogated on
the request of all the premiers’ as-
sembled in. convention, a unanimous
demand which the government did not
feel at liberty to refuse. ‘“This,” said
Sir Charles, “gives the le direct. to
the finance minister’s -statement that
the' tariff caused the removal of the
treaties.” 'Mr. Fielding objected to
the use of the phrase and suggested
that Sir Charles should substitute the
Nova Scotia * expression = that Mr.
Fielding’s statement “lacked the es-
sential element.” S8ir Charles accept-
ed the suggestion, observing that the
phrase had never been 'more appro-
priately = applled - in ' its ' whole
checquered history. The leader of the
opposition 'dlsagrees -with Mr." Foster
on.one point, . They can ‘meither of
‘them find ‘any good reason Sir Wil-
frid ‘had for declaring and advising
against preferential trade the moment

’

Canada the strongest assurance ‘that
he .would do all he could for that
movement. Mr. Foster thought some
inflience had been exerted over thé
premier after he 'left < Canada. ' Sir
Charles belleves ‘that the influence

.and from'a foreign country.: Nothing

mier's ‘dectaration befors, thé eléction
that if ' b k }

% per céhi?.'M?.;ps;%.pev ceutandt‘l;en i
taken ‘off oné-eighth, leaving it stil ]

& lttle ‘higher than it was before, ‘he:
would have created Such ‘. furor 7’
Sir Charles then gave a Jist In ‘which’

‘this ‘preclsechange had ' been niade.

Mr. Fielding interrupted with a per-
sistent ples that Sir Charles should
take a quarter off'and mnot an eighth,
‘as that would be the full reduction.

But  8ir Charles insisted: that as he
1was talking about what had happen-

®d last year, and was referring to Mr.

| Fislding’s declaration that the change

was already in:force; he should take
things as they were and not as they
would be.  Besides, the whole ar-
rangement had been changed mow and

' did ‘mot want'a' diseriminati

3

a mistake for Buglanid to glve it N;
argued SirCharles, “the-one country
‘which 'would lose by such an’ grrange-

tion campaign the premier- had the
support of ‘the ‘whole ‘press of 'that

some party in that country to oppose’
and prevent the imperial policy which

Mr., Dobell had only returned from
England a day or two ago and his

The duty had been taken off;; gormi
e

Le reached England after giving in'f =

‘was exerted on this side of the water, |

could' be more explicit than ‘the pre-|’

i

nination . the | |
English market, and that wm’@fi%ﬁ*‘ 8 i &

‘ment is the United States. In the elees |-

country dnd the sympathy of alltheir |-
politicians. I cannot escape from the |
conclusion that he bound himself to']"

he had :solemnly agreed to carry out.””'|

speaks he not only makes himself

“{'ridiculous, which is a matter of little

consequence, but makes all his col-

"{1edgues, ridiculous, which they greatly

resent. As the gag was not adjusted
in time, he interposed by trying to
explain away the premier’s change of
‘basé, which would be a task for an

B Loble man. Mr. Dobell thought that
> fpreference was only to be obtained on

& -basis of free trade within the em-
pire, and therefore Sir Wilfrid could
not adopt it. Evidently Mr. Dobell
‘had not read Sir Wilfrid’s. Ontario
speedh, gquoting Mr. Chamberlain as
declaring it was a revenue tariff
which the government would estab-
lish. , Sir Charles pointed out that Mr.
Chamberlain at the jubilee meeting
invited the expression of views on
preferential trade 'without even sug-

1gesting a free trade basis.r But Sir

Wilfrid had denounced the whole pre-
ferential idea and had himself com-
mended free trade as much  better
than the preferential system. Mr. Do-
bell still could not see. Sir Charles
rose with an amused look when Mr.
Dobell had exposed his igmorance and
remarked, sympathetically, “I can
quite understand the member for Que-
bec West not seeing into the matter,

{ though T’ certainly could not under-
stand any other member of the house’

failing to do so.”

Mr. Dobell rose again to observe

cept the Cobden medal because his
tariff was in the direction of freer
trade. But Sir Charles produced the
speech of Lord Farrar, the president
of 'the Cobden club, who in giving Sir
Wilfrid the medal, had told him that
it would ‘not have been bestowed if
the Canadian tariff had not admitted
all; countries equally with England on
the favored termsa = Now, said  Sir
Charles, ‘‘the policy is reversed, the
other - countries are not included, and
the  Cobden club; if the transaction
had been a.commercial one, would be
in a position to prosecute the premier
for obtaining goods on false pre-
tences.”” Sir Charles argued conclu-
sively; that if instead of going to Eng-
land denouncing a preferential scheme,
Sir  Wilfrid had asked for an advant-
age for Canada and the other colonies
in .the English market, he would in
this jubilee year have . obtained  it.
The imperial government had met him
half way by asking for a proposal

4.and he took this wvital occasion to

strike a blow at the policy which he
was pledged to support, and . which
would have been the greatest advant-
age both to this country and to the
empire,

The true inwardness of the West
Indies tariff 'was explained by  Sir
Charles Tupper. The finance minister
wanted more money, and this afforded
him an excuse to increase the sugar
tax. 'That was one thing. The other
was that the West India merchants
were protesting against the destruc-
tion of their trade by the present tar-
iff. Mr. Fielding.interrupted. ‘‘I never
heard of the protest.” “Then,” said
Sir Charles, “the finance minister s

heard of it.. Did he hear nothing from
Mr. Geo, Mitchell, or Mr, ‘A, G. Jones:
on this matter ?”” The truth was that
something had to be done to prevent
the total loss of this business, and to
get scme more money. So under the
pretence of doing something = grand
for the empire, the government has
taxed the people from three hundred
thousand to filve hundred : thousand
more. . Sir Charles quite approved of
the ‘reduction on West India sugar,
but the same result to trade 'could

1 have been secured by admitting the

‘West India sugars at a lower rate
without increasing the duty on others.
He saw no reason except the want of
money why this ‘West India ‘tariff
should not be put in force at once, The
treaties did not stand in the way in
this case, and the only reason why
the remedy was deferred to August
‘Wwas because the government wanted
to get all the money it could now out
of 'West India sugar and all other
sugars in the meantime. So the re-
duction was postponed for three
months, while ‘the increase goes into
effect now. -

In closing, Sir Charles agreed that
last year’s tariff was received by the
country with a satisfaction never seen
before except in 1879. ‘The joy over
the establishment of a. national policy.
was only equalled by that occasioned
by the announcement that it was not
to be wholly destroyed. And the joy
in England over the loyalty of the
present ministers was only an illus-
tration of the rejoicing over a sinner
that repenteth. S. D, S.

OTTAWA, April 15.—If the budget
debate is ended this week it will be
. about the shortest in ten years. The
liberal conservative members having
et the example . of 'short hudget

of ghcrter. debates. It would be &

that Sir Wilfrid could properly ae-

' $82., Now,

the only Nova. Scotian who . never!

speeches, are now setting an example

} | his,” sald Mr. Paterson.
{ ] honnrable gentleman wish e to an-

ng ove: whole region

.of, ‘eontroversial ' politics for four or

five weeks., They prefer to allow the
onze loquacious members of the front
government bench to get their chas-
tisen ent in another way. This year,
if the chastisement is not something
lingering, it is at least sufficiently sev-
ere. The record of these two years of
amusing financial administration has
been pretty well exposed and it seems
unnecessary to prolong the agony.

Never was heard such shouting in
the house as that of the controller of
customs, whose voice seems to in-
crease in magnitude. as his ideas
grow fewer. “Big Thunder” was out
in force after Sir Charles Tupper, but
in this case the thunder was accom-
panied by very little lightning. Two
features of Mr, Paterson’s speech de-
serve attention. Replying to Sir Char-
les Tupper’s statement that the gov-
ernment before making the preferen-
tial reduction on British goods (or
was it the goods of all the world) had
put on as much duty as he intended
to take off. Mr. Paterson gave a list
of 107 articles, whereof he said one
hundred were used by the farmer, in
respect to which there were reductions
of duty under the reciprocal tariff.

1 Tkis list contains seven articles which

out by Mr. Paterson as showing a re-
duction of one hundred per cent. to
the farmer, The list includes books
on agriculture, rape seed, mushrcom
spawn and seed beans from Great
Britain. - Clarke Wallace had  fun
with this list, especially the muph-
room spawn, vhich he thought was a
magnificent achievement of statesma
description of a  farmer who

having paid ‘a few dollars more

duty on sugar or on tobacco
and found his ‘interest in the
Savings Bank cut down several dol-
lars a year, should console himseilf
with the reflection that his winter
supply of mushroom spawn was now
untaxed.

The list read by the minister of cus-
toms includes such articles as scythes,
hoes, <hovals, pails, brooms, binder
twine, axes, cut and wire nails, hay
forks, and other like <00ds, none of
which come from Great Britain, and
arc therefore not entared under the
reciprocal tariff. That rs to say, the
importation from Great Britain is not
of. sufficient importance to be worth
considering: For example, as Clarke
Wallace showed, we imported  last
vear of sythes, $15;200 fzom the United
States, and $400 from Great Britain.
Of shovels the value was $20,340 and
$1,601; of clothes wringers, $6,804, and
$14; of farm~rs’ forks, $8,605 from Uni-
ted States and $3 from Great Britain;
of pumps, $85,606 from United States
and $1,085 from Great Britain; of pails
and-tubs the values were $13,546 and
when Mr. Paterson made
an argument by showing that the far-
mer was a great gainer by the 25 per
cent. reduction in the ;duty on these
articles frcm England, his roaring was
very unfair roaring. For instance, in
the article of pronged forks, of which
$3 worth ‘were ‘imported into all Can-
ada from "England, the differencé in
the duty would /be about 42 cents, to
be divided among all the farmers of
Canada. = The \saving weuld - hardly
pay the salary of the clerk of the com-
mons during 'the period that Mr. Pat-
erson was talking about this item.

As to the larger reductions, such as
that of binder twine and barbed wire,
corn, bar iron, pig iron, these were all
removed from goods chiefly imported
from the United States. In most
cases the reduction is for the henefit
of Canadian magnifacturers of farm
meachinery of a class on which the tar-
iff has not been lowered at-all.

The iterd of corn was discussed ‘at
seme length in the debate. The.far-
mers in'the house are not agreed upon
it. JThere is this certain result that
the imports of corn have been enor-
mously increased. During the six
months from July to January the
valug of corn entered for consumption
was over $3,000,000, which is more
than ten times the Vvalue in the same
period last ‘' year. One government
member says that the (increased im-
port has not dofie the farmers any
harm because it has enabled them to
expcrt their oats. In this way he
proves that the free admission of corn
does pvot destroy the market for . the
coarse grains of Cenada. One would
think that the proof was ‘the ' other
way. If the farmers have to export
their oats it would seem that the
home market had been takem from
them to that extent. Then there are
certain countiss, such us KEasox and
Kent, Ontario, which grow corn and
are exposed to a merciless competi-
tion from a country ‘which does not
admit any Canadian grain except in-
der a high tariff. While Canadian
barley, which is required in the ¥ni-

‘ted States, is shut out by a lprohibi-
tory duty, the United States farmer is

cffered the free market of the whole
of Canada. And the queer ‘part of it
is that the government which throws
off the whole duty from ' the United

| States product is boasting béecause it
removes a quarter of the duty from

British .products.

Mr. Paterson is given to rhetorical
qu:stiorns. He waxed indigmant over
the iinputation of Sir Charles Tupper
that the prime minister was bound to
Ooppose preferential trade in the inter-
¢8ts of the United States. “I would
ask  the honorable gentleman in ‘all
sincerity to explain this sentence of
“Does the

Bwer him now?” said Sir Charles, Mr.

p es8 rose and explained that Sir

ing. . fI | Wilfred. ' ‘Lauried ' Had ! given. a
veness 1 solemn pledge to the people of Canada

that one of the first acts of his gov-

ernment ‘would be to send a commis-

slon to England to negotiate for pre-
teranﬂauuqde, and yet as soon as he

'} | 8ot to England he took the strongest

ground against it, declaring that it
would involve protection, which had
been & curse to Canada, and would be
a curss to England. Sir Charles ad-

| ded that as Sir Wiifrid must have( re-

nounced his obligation to the Canadian
reople before he left Canada, and as
he had in the contest the sympathy of
the United States, and as the United

his colleagues,
| thrashed once in a while, he suddenly

8 tne one mtfy interesteg
*Sfroying = preferential traqe,
his conclusion was Inevitable, “I g,

1 cannot arrive at any other concly.

sion until the premier gives what pe
Las never yet given, the reason for
this sudden change from a pledgeq
supporter.” :

At this point the minister of cus-
toms ‘declined to listen farther, ang
the chair called: Sir Charles to order
The minister sald that Sir Charles waq
abusing the courtesy of the chair, Sir
Charles insisted that he was only an-
swering’ a. question put him by the
minister, though the minister had
ceased to be anxious to hear the an-
swer. The deputy speaker of course
supported the minister, and Mr. Fos-
ter interjected the remark to the effect
that Mr. Paterson was fonder of ask-
ing questions than of hearing the re-
plies. For a few moments the house
was in an uproar, with Mr. Paterson
shouting ang his friends calling order,
and Sir Charles Tupper hurling across
the house at the minister of customs
again and again the statement, which
could be heard above the din: “You
are afraid to hear your answer.” On
a later occasion Sir Charles took occa-
tion to point out to Mr. Paterson his
error, in which the minister was sup-
ported by Mr. Fielding and Sir Rich-
ard Cartwright, all of whom had de-
nfed that last year ithe leader of the

' opposition had pointed out the neces.

sity of taking some action to restore
the West India sugar trade. The re-
marks were found in last year’s Han-
sard, and led to a discussion between
Sir Charles and Mr. Fielding, which
kept the speaker in the chair a quar-
ter of an hour after his usual dinner
time. ;

The postmaster general has behaved
much beétter this year than last. He

‘18 much less eavalier in his treatment

of members who ask for information
about his department, but is stil] a
good deal of a bully. Yesterday he
got disciplined by Mr. Taylor, who
wanted an answer to some questions
about a village postmaster. The
questions were proper and were asked
with the usual notice, But Mr. Mulock
refused to answer them categorically

.and. asked Mr.. Taylor .to. move for a

return. Now, in the first place, the
motion, “for a ‘return’ could not be
reached for weeks, and the answer
might not be forthcoming till next
year, It was only an hour after-
wards that Mr. Martin of Prince Ed-
ward Island pointed out that several
papers ordered last year had not been
brought down yet.  Besides, Mr. Tay-
lor's questions were sImple ones, re-
guiring an answer of yes or no. How-
ever, the conservative whip consented
that it should be as Mr. Mulock said,
if the minister would promise to
bring the papers down without delay.
Mr. Mulock would make no promises,
and insisted on going on with the busi-
ness. Sir Wilfrid and Mr. MoaMullen
supported him,

‘At this point the ‘ministers struck a
snag. Mr. Taylor calmly observed
that he did not propose to be bluffed
by Mr. Mulock, and that he would
have his answer or the promise of the
papers before any business could be
done.” Mr. Mulock on his part said it
was not consistent with his own self-
respect to 'yield to threats. So he
found himsalf involved in a discussion.
The case in question was that of the
removal of a village postmaster, pre-
sumably 'to make room for some office
seeker, with the result that most of
the people in the village had petition-
ed against the change, which was
greatly agalnst the convenience of the
town. Mr. Mulock took occasion to
say that Mr. Taylor had information
from some secret source, which show-
ed that some members of the staff
were talking. The member for Leeds
assured him that everything he knew
he learned ‘from the ‘people in the
town, and that it would not be neces-
sary for Mr. Mulock to discharge part
of his staff and put grits in their
place because of  these disclosures.
Finally Mr. Bennett took the postmas-
ter general ‘in hand, discussing his
visits to Simcoe 'and his interview to
the country postmasters there during
a ' ‘by-election. . The discussion led up
to the criticism of the appdintment of
the deputy postmaster general, who
was a doctor in Mr. Mulock’s riding
and a close observer of the voters’ lists
before his appeintment. This, ac-
cording to Mr. Bennett, was his prin-
cipal qualification. The other. reason
for his appointment was said to be
that he aspired to represent the dis-
triet and to crowd Mr. Mulock out
So he took him into the service at
$3,200 a year, retiring the efficient
deputy on a good allowance, and was
left with no rival at home.

The discussion became so personal
that Mr. Mulock saw danger in it. It
might soon have led up to Mr. Mulock’s
cwn fitness for office, as demonstrated
by his management of the Farmers
Loan Company, and as Mr. Mulock
was. not_getting much support from
who like to spee him

became humble. Within an hour and 2
half after he had refused to answer
Mr. ‘Taylor's questions he had tal;en
them: up one after another, answering
each one more fully than the conser-
vative whip could possibly have €x-
pected in the first place. Mr. Taylor
commended him for his complacency,
but suggested that a good deal of time
would have been saved if the minister
had done as he was told in the first
place. S. D. S

OTTAWA, ~April. 16.—The budsget
discussion closed at four this morn-
ing with a speech from Dr. Roche of
Manitoba. There were other mem-

' bers who would like to have spoken
- but the bedy of listeners had gradu-

ally-di to mbout a dozen, if
even % conld be' called listeners,
seeing that many of them were asleep.
Dr. Roche is one of the cleverest
young men in the house, but in the
twelfth hour of the day's debate it
was hardly to be expected that mem-
bers who had gone to bed would get
Up to hear him. He was addressing
his constituents a thousand miles
‘away, who ¢an hear him just as well
when the eastern hills are turning
red as at any other time, Sir Richard
‘Cartwright peremptorily, though with
ésurtesy, declined to allow the debate
{0 stand over another day. He said
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