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CHAPTER XV.—(Continued.)
Coke’s narrative was picturesque and
ilurid. At times, he called himself to or-
!der; at’ times, both Iris and Carmela af-
ffeutcd not:to have. .heard him. But Car-

i mela’s interest never flagged. Nor did
{ Bulmer’s., As_ the Yarn progressed—for
| Watts and- Schmidt and Norrie had-joined
'!tllem, and the whole party was seated in
{an inner room where an impromptu
| meal was provided—both the woman of
i Brazil and the man of Lancaghire seized
jon the same unspoken motif. | Every in-
{ cident centered in the striking personality
{ of Philip. Hozier. From the ihstant the
1Hecond shell struck the winch, and laid
| him appar‘entiy dead on the forecastle, to
| the very hour of this coming together at
| Las Flores, Hozier held the stage. It was
{he who took Ivis on his shoulders - and
fbrought her to safety through the spume
| of the wratliful sea. he who carried her to
the hut, he who crossed Fernando Neron-
ha alone to protect her,

|  Coke was mmpartial. He would have
| minimized bhis own singular bravery in

tunning up the ship's signals had not Tris

given him a breathing-space while she en-

thralled the others with her description.

Otherwise, Coke skipped no line of his

epic.

“You'll rec’lect,” he wheezed,
that rasped like a file,
Verity, as I said t

in a voice
“you'll rec’lect, Mr.
‘ 0 you that Hozier was
[goml enough to take charge of the bridge
jof a battleship. By—wel]. any'ow, if I'd
rhﬂid the Channel Fleet | shouldn't “ave
]
i
|
|
1

bin talkin’ throngh me ‘at. Look ot !’im
now. ’K's the on'y reel live man IYom
Wot's-'is name ‘as got. Sipk me! if it
wahn't for the folks at ‘ome, an’ the fac’
that the Andromeda's skipper ought to
keep clear of politics in this erimson coun-
i1.1'.\’. I'd “ave cut in at the game meself "
! It might be hoped that Carmela’s ntood
| would soften when she discovered her riv-
!ai's hapless love, bug that would be ex-
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pecting something which her
{ southern heart could not give.
{ bours forth lava, not water.,

| notheals, Iris, willing or not, had sapped
her Nalvador's allegiance, Carmela wanted
to see those curved lips writhing in pain,
lthoso brown eves dimmed, that smooth

bursting
A voleano
It scorches,

brow wrung with the grief that knows no
j remedy.

| A fierce joy leaped up in her when Ver-
" ity spoke of an early departure. :
“You see, Iris.”

he explained, “these
Brazilian bucks may

be months in settlin’
their differences. Dickey - an’ me, ‘elped
a lot by our Consul, squeezed a pass out
of the President—heg pardon, miss, but
‘e is President, in Pernambuco, at aj
events,” he said in an apologetic “aside”
to Carmela—“an’ the sooner we- make
tracks for ole England the better it'll be
for all of us. Wot do you say to-an early
start tomorrow? We'd be off tonight, on'y
I'm feared my theumaticky bones wonldn’t
stand the racket

The color ebbed from Iris’s face, but she
said at once:

“I shall be ready, uncle dear. I prom-
{ised Dom Corria to look after the hos-
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fpital apliances that are mo much needed
| by the poor soldiers, but the Senhora De
[ Sylva will attend to that much more ef-
| fectually than 1.7

““Good! Thes that's settled.”

David pursed out his thiek l?s with a
| sigh of relief. Though he' had watched
i the spoken record of the Andromeda and
i her company for craftier hints than was
| suspected by his fellow travelers, he was
| not deaf to Coke's appreciation of Hozicr.,
t The silence of his niece on that same topic
I‘\\'as alarming, but the position could not
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be so bad if she was willing ‘to leave for

the coast without seeing him again. No
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| Now the Rich. Happy Possessor of Good |

Inture is the most cunning of plﬂ_vwrights.l
No man may tell what the next scene shall |
be. And nv man. nor any woman, couidi
guess the mad revel of hate and war timt'
would rage ithat night around the placid |
homestead of Las Flores, !

Behind the \verauda was a huge ballroom, |
converted, by the exigencies of the cam-
paign, into a lining hall for the many in-
hates of the finca. The Brabilian ladies,
the sailors, sorte sick or wounded officers |
who were not ‘contined to bed, even tht:l‘
househnld syrvants. took their meals there |
in common. Supper was served soon :n'~‘
ter nine o’clock, When cigars and cigar- |
¢ttes were lighted, and the company brole |
up dinto laughing, gossiping. noisy groups. |
the place looked more like a_ popular con-|
tinental cafe then a room in a private |
mansion.

Though De Sylva, General Russo, San
Benavides, and wome score of members of
the president’s staff who usually dined at |
the finca, were now absent, there was no!
lack of lively chatter. A very Babel of
tongues mixed ig amity. The prevalentl
note was 6ne of cheery animation. Car- |
mela exerted herself to win popularity, |
and a president’s daughter need not Pyt |
forth “very strenuous efforts im that di-i
rection to be acclaimed by most. '

Iris was listening, with real interest, to!
Verity's description of the finding of Mac-
farlane in the Apndromeda’s boat by a
Cardiff-bound collier three days after hej
had drifted away from Fernando Noronha.

“The yarn kem {o us through the L‘un-i
sul at Pernambuco.” he said. “Evidently, |
from wot. you tell me. it's all right. Poor
ole Mac 'ad a bad time afore ‘e was pick-
ed up. but ‘e was alive, an’ I'm Jolly g!adi
ofeit, for ’e’ll be a first-rate witness w'en |
this business comes up ‘in court.”

“Wot court?” demanded Coke sharply.

“The court that -settles our claim, ‘of
course,”” retorted Verity, with a quick fer-|
ret look at his fellow-conspirator. !

“There’ll ‘be no claim. The President |
means to stump up in style. You take my
tip, an.” shut up about courts,” said
Coke. |

“It'll cost Brazil a tidy penny,” remark- |
ed Bulmer -thoughtfully. “Nobody would
ever imagine wot bags of gold an’ parcels
of di'monds sailors an’ firemen carry
around in their kit-bags till a ship is lost | !
an’ a Gover'ment ‘as to pay.”

Watts deemed this an exquisited joke.
He laughed loudly.

“That reminds me,” he cried. “W’en the
Gem of the Sea turned turtle on the
James an’ Mary'—"

A criado, a nondescript man-servant at-
tached to the household, stooped over Iris
and whispered something. She gathered
that she was wanted in the pateo, or
court-yard, which, owing to the construc-
tion of the house, stood on one side in-
stead of in front, where the lawn usurped

¥ Lits usual position,

“Who is it?”’ she asked.

The voice sank even lower.

“Colonel San Benavides, Senhora.”

She had gathered sufficient of Brazjlian
Wways to understand, that the man had
been bribed to conyey this request to her
without attracting attention.

“Tell him to wait,” ‘she said,
gain a moment wherein to decide
to act. :

“It is urgent, Senhora—ao mesmo tempeo
the colonel said,” .

“Go! That is my answer.”

The man's unwillingness to obey show-
ed how imperative were his instructions.
She rose; and the criado hurried out, sat-
isfied that she would follow. But Iris had
no wish to meet San Benavides. 1f she
Were seen with him in the dark pateo at
this late hour, fuel would be added to the‘!
fire of (armela’s foolish spite. She was |
aware of Carmela’s covert glance watching
her from the other end of the long room.
what was to be done? Why not send Car-
mela in her stead? They were almost of |
the same height, and dressed somewhat
alike in flowered muslin. 1t would be an
amusing mistake, though annoying, per-
haps to San Benavides; at any rate, Car-
mela would not object,
resolved not to keep the tryst in person.

She walked straight to her eneiy.

“Colonel San Benavides awaits vou in
the pateo,” she said in English.

“Awaits me!” |

There was no mistaking the gleam in|
those jet-black eyes. The smoldering fire
_ﬂ;unmcri into furnace heat at the implis’d}
indignity of such a mandate being deljyv-
ered by Iris,

hoping to
how best
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“1 suppose so.™ said Iris carelessly, A Capt' Buuer Slgﬂi
servant brought the message. He came to; G: H. Flood,
me in the first instance, but [ am Jjust  fisheries
going to my room {o pack my few heJnngqb‘alurdn,\’ of the appointnie
ngs. We leave here at daybreak, youlH. V. Butler of this eity ¢
know.” of signal master of St. John

Carmela tried to smile, by the death of the late |

“’1 shall be sorry to lose you," she said,!('ﬂpiﬂi" Butler js g native
“Thougl 1 admit it will be pleasant to oc-| county, but has made his
Cupy my own room again.” |Nm‘th End for the past sey,

Then Iris wag genuinely distressed. |during which time he has .

“I had not the least notion— . she be- [ the port of St. John. For
gan, but (armela nodded and made off, | he has been master of the s¢
saying as she went: | evieve,

“What matter- Hfor one night 2" i
No, at last, she would learn {le truth.; Rev. Dr. Falconer,
Salvador was out there alone. She would | 8t both services in S
~0on judge him. If he were innocent, she | Yesterday to large and
If he had merely bheen made ! ga_linrm fev. H. T DeWo
a designing woman, <he waifprnu*ipal of the Ladiew Colle
ready to forgive. In a more. amiable moad | Ville, preached to large coligreyy
than she had displayed at any moment | MOrNing and evening in Germ
since her arrival at Fas Flores, Carmela | Baptist church yesterdav. i
hastened along a dark corridor, crossed a | discourse was strongly evangel;
bare hall, passed through a porch, ang;text was: “‘Even as Moses Jifte
searched the shadows of the pateo for-the | Sérpent in the ?"”d?m"‘“’
form of her one-time lover: | Son of Man be lifted up

A voice whispered in French: f . ; :

“Come quickly, Senhora, E pray you!® | “_e don’t mind SOINE other Pe

It startled her to find Benavides talking | UP in the world so lv»n_g 85 they
French unti] 1 her that I”S‘irom CohE L ae DG Stones
and he must converse in tha {
hardly at all. The thought
ing. The valeano stirred

“Senhora,
the man,
trees.

She did not hesitate. but ran to him. One of the Lommonest of
Without g word of explanation, he bent | proverbs is, ** Feed a cold and su,

She did not hesitate, but ran to | fever,"—advice which has heJeq
Without a word of explanation, he many a churchyard.
sideways, caught hep in his The fallacy lies in assuming it 5 .
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