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were made sincerely-by the hon. member this
afternoon. These things are worth remember-
ing when wve are discussing the budget and
national financing.

Then, I have one word to say about taxa-
tion. During the last by-election in Pontiac,
the candidate for l'Union des Electeurs
approachied the electors of that riding. He
talked to the workers, the settiers, the profes-
sional men, and asked them, "Do you like
taxation?" Naturally those people said, no;
just the same as if hae had asked them if they
liked smallpox or typboid fever. No one
likes taxat ion. I do flot like it. If anyone were
to ask any member of parliameat, that mem-
ber would say, no; the same as the clectors
in Pontiac did last fali.

But wben in the next breath the same
speaker said to thnse people, "If yon aeet
my party to powar at Ottawa, taxation will
disappear", then I cati that demagoguary,
pure and simple. It is not a proper appeal to
the intelligence of the peopla of the country;
on the contrary, it is an attampt to appeal to
thair passions. And ona of the greatest
dangers to democracy is thesa damagogie
statements, wherein people maka appeals to
the passions of others, and attempt to take
from democracy those tbings which make it a
strong and living function.

These are points I arn bound to make,
because no matter what goverameat hoids
office in Ottawa, no matter what its politîcal
stripe may be, wc are bound to have taxation
in this country, tlîe same ns in any othar
country of tbe world. Tbey have taxes in
Russia; they have taxes in France; thev have
taxes in socialist Britain, rcgardless of what
some tbeorists may say. I say this with a
bit of heat, because I do not quarrel witb the
idcology of any party. I bave made a
tborough study of the philosophicai back-
grouind and the monctary system of the Social
Credit party. But wben some of their sup-
porters get on a public platform and say that
tbey will aboiisb taxation, if they are returncd
to power, tben I bcgin to doubt the sinceril *v
of such utterances, and doubt the sinceritv of
tbe statements tbev make on the hustings
during election times.

YWhy is our taxation bigb today? I will
answer that, just as any one of my people in
My constitucnc 'v would answer it. 'Wlen I
hear bion. members of the Progressive Con-
servative party say that taxation is ton bigh,
I arn tempted to ask themn wbat bappened in
Canada during the last tbirty or tbirty-five
years. I would tell them that in that time
this country bas taken part in two world
wars. Wa were not thr, last to enter world
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war number one, nor were wa tbe last to do
i. wlien world war number two bagan. We
entered tbose wars spontaneously.

But w bat liappened during tbose years of
war?1 Wb'lat happened, wlien the Conservativa
opposition brouglit upon tbe House of Com-
Mons crisis after crisis during tbe last war?
Those werc the days wben the government
sitting on the treasurv benebes told the
opposition tbat Canada w-as making a mag-
nificent effort in bier everv war department,
and that ail bier population, wbetber thcy were
la the armcd forces, or in civilian occupations,
were playing a full part. But tbe opposition
brougbt on these crises time after time and,
on many occasions, the work of the Housa
of Commons wvas vitiated by the unfair
political situations thrust upon it by tlie
oppos~iti on.

Wbat did tbey want? Tbey wanted a mil-
lion more men in uniform. Tbey wcre telling
the House of Commons tbat this country was
not going far enougb in its war effort; tbat
we werc flot giving enougb in icnd-iease to
oui, allies. Tbey were saying tbat we were
lacking in our effort; and ail tbis at a time
whcn the Minister of Finance of tbat day,
the Prime Minister (Mr. Mackenzie K~ing)
and the cabinet as a whole were teliing partia-
ment and tbe wvhole of Canada that tiîis
counatry was making n magnificent, ycs, a
10t0 per cent effort, that was tlîe admiration
of ttîe wlîolc world.

Wbat would bave bappencd if wc had
listcned to ttîe opposition? What would bave
bappenced if we had biad a national govcrn-
ment, if we biad listened to the dictation of
the committce of two hundred. Taxation
wouid bave heca trehlad; it would ho threc
times wbat it is today. We cannot get away
from tbose factq.

We must be realists, and I say it ilI behooves
an *v membci- in the opposition to say tlîat
taxes are bigli. Truc, they aire high, but one
of the greatest causcs of oui, prescrnt higb
taxation is tlîat wve participated loyalx- andl
generouslv in two great wars for democra-x-
and Cbristianity, wben Canada. the empire
and civilization geaerally were in .Icopardy.
And we arc proud of baving donc our part,
but there bas beca a price to pay for sucb
magnificeat participation.

It is easy to say tbat the war has beca
over for two -cars and tbat sometbing more
sbould bave heen donc for iower taxation.
But surelv if I bace my bouse b '- fire today,
it cannot be expected that it will ho rcbuilt.
by itself, on the next day, wbea the ambers
are still buî-aing. Surety we must ha prac-


