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was a large attendance at the committee
and every clause was thoroughly dlscussed
and «the Bill was almost unanimously adopt-
ed wlthout a vote. I do nlot think It la worth
while wasting time dlscusslng the matter
that bas been raised bere. I agree wlth the
hon. member for Grey (Mr. Sproule) that
the clauses are usual. The people there want
railway faclties and the lîmit ln the Bill
Is two years to commence and five years to
complete. If the road Is completed within
five years I amn sure the country wlil be
delighted. As to the clauses affecting the
bonding powers and stock, they were well
conaidered and the committee agreed with
the views expressed by the MinIster of
Railways and left it to hlm ta have the ýBiI
amended along the Uine he Indicated. The
minister bas gone further than any member
of the committee thought of at the time,
because he has-and 1 believe the committee
bas agreed to it-anended. the clause so as
nlot to increase the capital stock of tuie com-
pany beyond the powera tbey .now pos-
sess. That bas been resticted to a greater
extent than any meniber of the committee
present tbought It would be.

Mr. CLARKE. Is it usual to give a char-
ter covering sucb a large area-a charter
that will enable them to start almost any
place and go almost any place ?

Mr. COCHRANE. That question was
raised, and as the Minister of. Rail-
ways stated the line goes tbrougli a wild
and unknown part of the country and he
did nlot tblnk the power was unreasonable.

Mr. GILMOUR. As I understand the
situation of that country, I agree with what
the member for Selkirk (Mr. McCreary) has
said. I can nlot see why the Canada Nor-
thern Railway should seek for a line from
a point near Victoria down south, and land
at the Red Deer and stop there. It is going
in the wrong direction. They will have to
haul back and go away up ta Victoria and
east agaîn. I could understand It qulte weli,
if tbey would corne down ta Medicine Hat
and have runnlng powers along the Canadian
Pacific Railway, but it would seem ta me
very peculiar If we granted them this part
of the charter because it woula stop a line
being built there at some future time. I
could understand the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way if tbey were ta mun a line, and I tblnk
they ought, from Medicine Hat north be-
tween Alberta aad Saskatchewan, but 1 do
not understand what the Northern Company
want wlth thls line coming there and stop-
ping there. I do net agree with the member
for Selkirk witb regard ta having no coal
at Red Deer. There Is coal at the ited Deer
but there Is fia necessIty for the Northern
Railway coming there for coal, because
they can get lots of It along the Saskat-
chewan.

Mr. SPROULE. This charter stiys that
they shahl have power to bond :

Pmovlded the nurnbcr of bonds, debentures or
other securittes issued by the company and at
any tlno.e eutstanding, lncludlng those heretofore
lssued, shal flot at any tlm3c exceed $20.000 per
Mlle.
1 think that includea ail the bonds that they
could possibly issue over any portion of the
iýoad.

Mr. GILMOUR. I should bave added ta.
what I sald, that no part of tbat country
up there needa a road more than thia. As
the hon. member for Selkirk has said, the
settlers have gone in ahead of the mail-
way and tbey are too far away now. It is
bigh time a railway went there, but it should
run from Medicine Hat and along between
Alberta and Saaskatchewan.

Mr. MeCREARY. The hon. gentleman
(Mr. Gilmour) la well acquainted with the
situation up there, and one would need ta.
be well acquainted with it before he under-
stood this particular branch line. As a
matter of fact there la a charte? before thia
House munning from Medicine Hat north
and west ta the Red Deer, along ricige 16.
west of the foumth meridian ta the Saskat-
chewan river. That charter goes tbrougb
a temritory that is now being aettled by im-
migrants. Lt will connect witb tde Canadian
Pacific Railway and aiso wltb the branch
lune munnîng fram Lethbridge ta Medicine
Hat. People wbo corne from the United
States via Goutta will be able ta corne up
and go into the nortbern lirnit by this new
uine parallel ta the Calgary and Edmonton.
It la a atrange thing that the Mackenzie and
Mann Company neyer thought of applying
for this charter until the other charter bad
been advertIsed for sorne tirne.

Then It dawned upon tbem that they would
like ta have a kind of brancb line starting
fromn no place and going ta no place, to
take the place of the uine for whicb there
is a charter before the House. A more
ridiculous piece of legialation la not on the
statute-boak, ta any man conversant withl
the situation, and before 1 ait down, I arn
going to rnove that that braach lune be
struck out. With regard ta the bonding
privilege, 1 arn not sufficient of a lawyer
or a parliarnentarian to know exactly what
that mens-whether the $20,000 a mile la-
ln sncb a shape that this company cannot me-
cede from the bargain made with the pro-
vince of Maitoba. Wbile the bargain
made by the province of Manitoba la not
exactly endorsed by me, I admit that It I&-
turnig ont ta be a much better bargain
than 1 anticipated. But we do nat want
ta jeopardize that province by placing on
it a burden wbich it neyer expected ta bear.
If this provision la going ta Increase the
lîability of the province of Manitoba one
cent, bon. members sbould not allow It ta
pasÏ; because while It la giving us relief
from a monopoly, It Is an expensîve bar-
gain. whicb whll require a great deal of
careful bandlIng ln tbe next ten years te
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