
PREFACE.

Thp followlnir paper U pilnltKlas it ». . »iid Iwrore the Synod of
the DifKewof Quel>ec In Ita Heimlun tin the IK , Jay uf June, IIKH. with
only inch Terl>»l ohangei a* h«tve iiugKMU*w theiuMlves upon a care-
ful revision.

At my reaiueNt and with the cnn!>ent of tht> maioritynf Pitch order,
clericataml lay, vntlnKseptmiti^ly, the motion which I lht>n hroiiKhc
furward wai withdrawn withimt Ikmu^ dehatetl.

My reafon for asking this whm tientuae I felt thii:, the iiietulM-ni of
the Synod hadnntKlven the question that aitionnt of careful ciMixider-
ation which ought to precele the public dixciiKAion of a aiil'Ject nf ihlH
charai-ter. At the «au.e time I stated that I should bring thn matter
before the notice of the public an^I of In lividuat nipinbersnf theSynotl
on Honie future occasion. Inordiatodo wl have had this paper print-
ed, and I trust tliat it will make peopTe think over herioiuty our
Church'ti duty to the sick.

As one who looks upon the RngHsh Ht^fnrmation att the emanci-
pation of thu intellect and em-rgies of our rac», I cannot hut feel that
in the peculiar comliinatio-i in our Church of old and new, Catholic
and Protestant, A|X)stolic order and failli with modern breadth of
thought, we hold the key of the religious problernt^ of the age.
We have, by our very unity in tok-rating differences, secured it,

that our differences will contribute to the upliotding of a liasal

unity.

The Anglo-('atholic Church, in its various branches throughout
the British Empire and the United States, has a distinct and impartjiLt
mission to the Chrittian world. She Is equipped as no other branch
of the Church, for the discussion of all the suhje* 1,8 that press in upcs
her through her synipathetie contact wit*« a most vaiieil religious
environment. It is our duty therefore to be ready to consider in a
fair spirit, not only such a question as the one 1 have brouglit forward,
but other kindred ones affecting the well-beingof the Church (»nd
society

.

In fact it is the exercise of this |>ower of independent action,
through the consciousness of the li' ng Spirit within her and of her
Identity with the Church of the past, which will make her, moreand
more, the dominant factor in the religious life of the whole Kngllc'
speaking world.

F. G. S.


