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France, in the mc?.n time, confcious of tlie nc-

ccflity of procuring this reiource to her marine,

infifted peremptorily on its being protedcd by the

States, in the tame manner as every other branch of

the Dutch trade. So ih-enuous was the French mi-

niftry in allerting the propriety of this meafnre, that

it threatened to coniider a relaxation of the de-

mands made upon Great Britain by Holland, as an

infraction of the neutrality which Holland was

bound to obferve between France and Great Bri-

tain, and as an evident proof of partiality to the

latter. The French Ambaflador prcfented a me-
morial to the States on this fubjed:, urging them
in the moft prefling manner, to an efteftual and

fpeedy compliance with the requiiition of his

Court.

In order to encourage the importation of naval

ftores a regulation was itfued in France in the month
of July feventy-cight, by which fuch various ad-

vantages were granted to neutral veflels as accord-

ed with the views of being fupplied through their

means with the neceflaries for her navy. But on
the States not complying with the rcquifition of the

French miniftry in the manner it had propofed,

thefe advantages were revoked with rcfpedt to the

fubjedts of Holland ; the city of Amfterdam alone

excepted ; which had warmly efpoufed the caufe of

France, and demanded of the States the equipment
of a ftiuadron for the protection of its navigation to

th•c^t kingdom, againft the Britilh cruizers.

Notwithftanding the authority aflumed by the

Court of France, in prefcribing to the Dutch in

what manner they fliould obferve their treaties with
Great Britain, the French faction in Holland was
fo powerful, that inftead of refenting this freedom,
it was reprefented as juftifiable and well founded.

Clamours in the mean time cncreafed againft the

Britifh government ; and it w^as defcribed as aiming
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