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He was strong iu body, of .ictivc uiird, industrious »nd dog-

gedly perseveriiiir, paiii.stakiii;j;, u lover of truth, piiorou*,

po.ssessed of the keenest knowledge of human nature, M'Und iu

jud;,'ment, but always cautious in expresriing an opinion.

He belonired to that school of geologists— untiirtunatcly not

so numerously represented as it ought to be— \7'ni»e nioito i:«,

"Facts, then theories," and was wholly above ra-ping down

facts to make them fit theories. As a eonsequcnce, he rart-iy

Lad to un-say what was (mee said; and this h *hy he ^o tho-

roughly gamed the public confidence. So long as he telt tliat

lie was in the riglit, he held t ) his own views as t»nae:<>u-!y as

did ever any true S' 't ; hut if shewn to be in the wrong, he

knew how to surronch'r gracefully.

Those who have clamhered with liim over our lo--*trewn

Laurentian hills know well what were his powers of emiurancc.

He never seemed to tire, never I'onnd the days long «MH.ugh.

His field-books are models of carefulness, replete ^ith ;^?.ils,

and serve as an example of tlie painstaking way in rrl.icii he

did all his work. They were written in pencil, but re;;ul .riy

inked in at niuht, when the camji fire w; s often his onlj liirht.

In addition to his field-hoek pioper. he fmiueiitly kept n diary,

and delighted to jot down little every-ilay occurrences, or ^k• tch

objects of interest— for the hand that could so wc 11 wie.<l a

hammer, could also guide a pencil and produce dr;.iviii::s . f no

mean artistic skill. His descriptions of his b;.ckw(i<.ds txpe-

riences are often very amusint;'. and we cannot resist giving a

specimen. He had been travelling through the fore.«t for two

months and had suddt nly con.e upon the hou.«-c of ;: v-tiler

called B.arton. whose gtuul wife w;is justly alarmed wht-n 8ir

William and ]'arty entered her dwelling. 8ir William d.scribos

his appearance, on this occasion, as follows :
— •' We are all pr« tsy-

lookinu: figures. I fancy I cut the nearest resemblance to a .<care-

crow. What with hair matted with s]»ruce gum. a beard tiiree

months old, red, with two patclies of white on one side, h pair of

cracked spectacles, a red flannel shirt, a waistcoat with j atehes

on the left p.ocket,— where some sulpliuric acid, which I curry in

a small vial to try for the presence of lime in the rocks, hud

leaked through,—a jacket of moleskin, shining with grease, and

trowsers patched on one knee in four places, and with a burnt

hole in the other; with beef boots—Canada boots, as they are

called—torn and roughened all over with scraping ou the slumps


