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\ter« Jiubjoct lo the coinmuiid of (he Dukes <>'' Cioveriiors

of Provi.ncfts, imtl the Counts, or Governors of Towns, wlio

were olficers of tlio Kind's uppointnunl ; and the duty of

personal Bervice was considtrod so sarred, lliat they were
prohibited from enterini:;.inlt) holy ortlers, unless t'ley had
obtained the consent of the Sovereign. (I) ,

At their first i^icursions, liie Barbarians, like the aborigines

f)f Gaul, were g-overned by traditional eustoins. Tlieir

manners were u-^ieivilized ; war and hiiiitinij;, were the only

subjects of pursuit in estimation, and, as (hey had no fixed

habitations, no other property than cattle, their common
disputes arose either from i)erson:il quarrels or acts of depre-

dation. These were usually decided in public meetings of

the people, held annually, at the close of winter, in general

upon the information of witnesses, but, in doubtful cases, by
the ordeal of fire or water, or by combat. ('3) . .1-

'

The polished minds of Romans, found nothing ^Vorthy of

imitation in such conquerors—but the conquerors, savages

as they were, perceived much in the Romans, which they

could not but admire. They particularly viewed a written

Code of Laws as a novelty possessed of* many advantageJi,

and, not only permitted the Roman Jurisprudence to sur-

vive the destrliction of the lioman Government, but, in

imitation of what they approved, reduced their own usages

to writing, particularly the Saliquc Law, which was the pe-

culiar Law of Ihc Franks. (3) The Theodosian Code, and
the Laws, Customs and usages of the Barbarians, became,
therefore, equally the Laws of "France, (4) and as all Laws
were held to be purely personal, and were not, for this rea-

son, confined in iheir operation to any certain District, the

Barbarian was tried by the Law of his Tribe.—The Roman
by the Roman Code, the children followed the Law of their

Father, the wife that of her husband, the widow came back
to that to which she was. originally subject, and the freed-

man was governed by the Law of his Patron. (5) Yet,

notwitlistanding these general provisions, every Individual

was permitted to make election of the Law by which he

(1) CupiiularV Liber, Ist lec, 114.
f2)Fleury,p.J2&13.
(3)Fleury,p.Jl.
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(4) Esprit des Loi.x, Liben 28, cap. 4, ^olj

.. 2d. |), 240.

(5) Esprit dcs Loii, Liber. 29, cap. 3,
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