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sliips to which our infant settlements were gen-
erally subject ; and striving by persevering

industry to soar above every obstacle, wbicli

might present itself to obstruct tiieir progress;

they had filled their barns witb the fruits f)f

the land ; their store-houses were crowded
with the comforts of life^ and all nature seem-

ed to wear a propitious smile. All around
them promised prosperity. They were far

removed from the noise of war, and, though
conscious of their danger, ftmdly hoped they

should escape the ravages of a savage foe.

Royalton was chartered in the year 1779-

A considerable settlement, however, had ta-

ken place previous to that time ; and the town
v/as in a thriving condition. Large stocks of

cattle, which would confer honor upon the en-

terprise of farmers in old countries, wer«
here seen grazing in their fields.

United by common interest ; living on terms

of friendship, and manifesting that each one

in a good degree " loved his neighbor as hii

self,'^ harmony prevailed in their borders ; so

cial happiness was spread around their fire-

sides 5 and plenty crowned their labors. But,

alas ! the dreadful reverse remains to be told !

While joys possessed, were turned to sor-

rows, their hopes for joys to come, were blast-

ed. And as the former strongly marked the

grievous coitrast between a state of prosperi-

and affliction ; the latter only showed the fal-

I lacy of premising ourselves the fvitiire.

On the morning of tli« 16tli of Octobferj, A
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