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Gibraltar is another inflancc of national ill

policy. A port which, in time of peace, is not wanted,

and in time of war is of no ufe, muft at all times be

ufelefs. Inftead of affording prote6tion to a navy, it

requires the aid of one to maintain it. And to fuppofe

that Gibraltar commands the Mediterranean, or the

pafs into it, or the trade of it, is to fuppofe a deteflcd

falihood ; becaufe though Britain holds the poft, foe

has lofl the other three, and every benefit ihe expedled

from it. And to fay that all this happens becaufe it is

bcfiegcd by land and water, is to fay nothing, for this

will always be the cafe in time of war, while France

and Spain keep up fuperior fleets, and Britain holds the

place.—So that, though as an impenetrable inaccefllble

rock it may be held by the one, it is always in the

power of the other to render it ufclcfs and exceflively

chargeable.

I SHOULD fuppofe that one of the principal objedls

of Spain in befieging it, is to fhow to Britain, that

though flie may not take it, fhe can command it, that

is, rtie can fhut it up, and prevent its being ufed as a

harbour, though not a garrifon.—But the fliort way to

reduce Gibraltar, is, to attack the Britifli fleet ; for

Gibraltar is as dependent on a fleet for fupport, as a

bird is on its wing for food, and when wounded there

it ftarves.

There is another circumftance which the people of

England have not only not attended to, but fecm to be

utterly ignorant of, and that is, tuc diflx-rence between

permanent power, and accidental power, confidered in

a national fenle.
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