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may not be continued in their proper ftate and ufe, conform-

able to the intent of the cefTion, when I confider the conduit

of courts in general, and o{ France in particular. With re-

fped to the former, all hiflory proves that princes are frequently

attended, and fometimes furrounded, by thofe who ufe every

mean their imaginations can fugged to induce them to look

at one or more, many or all, political objeds through the falfe

medium prepared for them with the greatefl: art and dexterity,

whereby delufion often taking place of convidion their beft

intentions are rendered abortive, and different neafures are

adopted ; and what Flavins Vopifcus faid of the Roman em-
perors in his time is not to be confined to any particular age

or country, viz, " Four or five meet and confult together

" how they fhall deceive the emperour : they declare what is to

be approved. The emperour, who is fhut up at home,

knows not the truth, his knowledge is wholly confined to

** their information; he appoints unfit perfons to be judges,
** and removeth from the fervice of the commonwealth thofe

** who ought to be retained. In fliort, as Dioclefian faid,

** iToe good^ the wary^ the mojl excellent emperour isfold [?»].**

And in cafe of the future improper ftate or ufe of thefe iflands,

the facfls may be unknown to his moft Chriftian majefty, or

mifreprefented to him ; or fome groundlefs pretence of wrongs

done by the Englijh fet up as an excufe or equivalent, or

other reafons of ftate devifed for the continuance thereof:

but, to proceed to more certain matter, the paft conduifl of

France, which will beft enable us to judge of the future, the

treaty of Paris cannot, I prefume, be held more obligatory

than the treaty of Utrecht was, yet the manifold grofs viola-

tions of the latter compelled us to enter into a war, which
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[m] Calligunt fe quatuor vel quin-

que, atque unum confilium ad deci-

piendum imperatorem capiunt: dicunt

quid probandum fit. Imperator, qui

domi claufus eft, vera non novit

:

cogitur hoc tantum fcire quod illi lo-

«

quuntur: facit judices quos fieri noa
oportet, amovet a republica quos de™

bebat obtinere. Qiiid multa? ut

Diocletianus ipfe dicebat, Bcnus^ caufusy

optimus vendiiur imperator.

Vopifcus in Aureliano.
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