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Hanks going into the woods tiir this purpofe, when it

^^as dark c^uld difcover only one houl'e, wherein he

found fome of the nuts before iiientiotied, and a little

bread-fruit. 'I'hcre was a good hurlioiirin the fouthein

part of this idand, and the funounding country ap-

peared to be extremely fruitful. Landing at about

three miles dilTance they found fome of the natives

whom they well knew, yet it was not without ditRculty

that thev. obtained a few coioa-nuts befiirc they de-

parted. VVhen they came a litte farther to the ealU

>vard, they landed .igain, and here they v^ere met by

Mathiabo, the chief w itii whom they were not at all

aciiii.iinted. He fupplicd thcni with bread-fruit and

cocoa-nuts, and they purchafcl a hog of him for a glafs

bottle, which lie chofe in preference to all the other

articles prcllnted before hmi. A turkey-cock and a

goofe were feen here, which were much admired by the

natives, and were fuppolid to have been left there by

Capt. Wallis's people. 'I'hey obferved in a houfe near

the fame place feveral human jaw-bones, which fecm-

rd frefli, and had not lolV any of the teeth, and were

faftcncd to a board, of a femicircular figure j
but they

could not get any infornution of thecaufe of this ex-

traordinary ajipearancc.

VVhen thev kit the place, the chief piloted them

over the (l.oals. In the evening they opened the bay

on the north-wcOlide of the illand, which anfwered

to that on the fouth-eaft in fuch a manner as to inter-

fect it at the illhmus. Several canoes came off here,

and fome beautiful women giNing tokens that they

fliould be glad to lee them on lliore, they readily ac-

ce|)ted the invitation.—They met with a very friendly

reception from the chief uhofe name was Wiverou,

V ho gave directions to fonic of hi.'^ people to alllll them

in drefling their provilioii.;, which were now very plen-

tiful, and they flipped at Wiv.rou's houfe in company

with Mathiabo. I'art of the hotifc was allotted for

them to flecp in, and foon alter fupjier they retired to

xclh Mathiabo having borrowed a cloak of Mr. Banks,

under the notion of tiling it as a coverlet when he lay

down, made olf with it without being perceived cither

by that gentleman or his companions. \ lowever, iil'w.s

of the robbery being prellntly brought them by one of

the natives, they fct out in purlliit of Mathiabo, but

had proceeded only a very little way before they were

met bv a pcrlon bringing baik the ilo.ik which this

chief had gi\en up rather through fear than from any

principle of honelVy. On their return they found the

houfe entirely defcrtc.l ; and, abjut fnir in the morn-

ing, the ccntinel gave the alarm that the bo.it was

nulling. Cajitain Cook and Mr. Bulks were greatly

alhmilhfd at this account, and r.in U) the watcr-lide
j

buttliough it was a clear llar-liglit morning, no but
w.w to be feen. TIumi lituation w.i; now extr'-'inely dif-

agreeable. The party conlifted of no more than four,

having with them only one mufquet and tuo pocket

piflols, without a fpare ball or a charge of powder.

After having remained fome time in a llateof aiixiet),

ariling from thefe< ircumllanies, of which they feared

the Indians might take advant:ige, the boat which had

liccn driven a«ay by the tide, returned ; and Mr. Banks

and his companions had no fooner breakfalled than

tliey deputed. This place is lituated on the north

lide of I'larribou, the foutli ealt peninfula of the

illand, about live miles call from the illhmus, witli a

harbour equal to any in thofe parts. It was fertile and

populous, and the inhabitants every where behaved
with greir civility.

'I'iie lall dilhii'l' in Tiarrabou, in which they land-

ed, was governed by a chief named Omoe. He was

then building a houfe, and was very earneft to pur-

chafe a hatcher, but the gentlemen had not one left.

I Ic would not trade for nails, and they embarked, the

chief, however, following them in his canoe with his

\v\(c. They were afterwards taken on board, but when
they had failed about a league, dclired to be put on
Ihore. Their requeft was complied with, when the

captaih nut with fome of Onioc's people, who brought
with thiui a very large hog. The chief agreed to ex-

change the hog for an axe and a nail, and to bring the

luaft to the fort. As the hog was a very fine one, Mr.
Banks ace epted the oHer. They liiw at this place one
of the Indian f'.atuas, a fort of im.age, made of wicker-
work, which refemblcd a man in Hgure ; it was near

feven feet in height, and was covered w ith black and
w'hite leathers ; on the head were four protuberances,

called by the natives Tata etc, that is, little men.
Having taken their leave of Omoe, the gentlemen fet

out on their return. They n ent on Ihore again, after

they had rowed a few miles, but law nothing, except a

fepiilchral building, which was ornamerrted inanex-
trajrdiniry min.ier. 'I'lie piveinent, on which wa<
ereilted a pyramid, was very neat ; at a fmall dillance

there was a Hone image, very uncouthly carved, but

which the natives feemed to hold in high cllimation.

They palfed through tli/-}iarbour which was the only

one tit for Ihipping, WtTic fouth of Opoureonou, iituatc

about live miles to the wellwaid of the illhmus, be-

tween two fmall iflands, net far from the iliore, and
within a mile of each other. They were now near the

dillrict called Faparra, which was that where Gamo and
Obeiea governed, and where the travellers intended to

fpend the night. But when Vlr. Banks and his com-
pany landed, about an hour before it was dark, it ap-
peared they Were both ftt out to ji.iy them a vili: at the

foit. However, they llept at Olierta's houfe, which
was neat, though not large, and of which there was no
inhabitant but her father, who Ihewed them much ci-

vility.

'1 hey took this opportunity of walking out upon a

point u]-.on which they had obferved at a dillance fome
trees called Ktoa, which ufually grow ujion the burial

places of tliefe illandcrs. I'hey call thofe burying
grounds Moral. .And here Mr. B-.nks faw a vaft build-

ing, which he found to be tlie Moral of Oair.o and
Oberea, which was the moll conliderablc piece of ar-

chiteCiurc in the illand. It coiilifled of an enormocs
pile of Hone wck, raifed in the form <^f a pyramid,
with a flight of lleps on each lide. It was near 270
feet long, about one third as w ide, and between 40 and
.',0 feet high. The foundation conlilleil of rock Hones j

the lleps were of coral, and the ujiper part wa^ i;f

round pebbles, all of the fame lliape and lize. I'kc

rock and coral-llones were fquared with the utmoft
neatnefs and regularity, and the whole building ap-
pearetl as compact and linn as if it had been erected by
the bell workmen in Europe. What rendered this lull

circi;r.illance the more exiraordiniry was the coalide-

lation that when this pile was railld, the Indians mull
hue been totally dcllituteof iron tools either to ihaj.ve

their Hones or lor any other ntcelEiry purpofe. nor h.id

they mortar to cement them wlien miiJc lit for ufe ; fo

tliat a llructure of fi.h heiivht and mignitiido \:v.-'X

liave bieiiawoik of iii'inite k'V'Our .t.v.1 I'.it'gue. In

the (ciitre of the fummi: was the reprelentatioii of a

bird carved in wood ; doW- to this wa;. the f.^.uie of a

lilh ill Itoiie. The p} raiuid conllitiitej part of one liJc

of a court or fqiiare, the liJcs of which were nearly

equal ; and the whole was walled in, and pavc.l with ti. t

llones, noiwithllanding which pavement, feve.al plan-

tains, and trees which the natives call F.toa, grew w .th-

in the iiiv loliire. .\t a fmall dillance to the wefluiud
of this edilice was jnoiher pivcd fjuarc that cont.fm^ d
feveral fmall llages, called Fwatt is by tlie n.itivcs ;

which appeared to be altirs, whereon they [il.iccd the

iitfcrmgs to tlieirgo.is. Mr. 15anks afterwards obferved
whole hogs placed u; on thcfe llages or altars.

On I''nda\ the ;^Oth, they airi\ ed at Otahorou, where
they foand their old acquaintance Tootahah, who re-

ceived thei'i with great cixility, and proviiled them a
good fupprr and convenient lodging; and though they
had been lii Ihauiefully pluiiJered the fill time they

flcpt with this chief, they fpeiit the night in thegreatcft;

fccurity, none of their i loatlis nor any other article be-
ing niiuing the next morning. They returned to the

fort at Fort Royal Harbour on the lirll of July, havin^^

difcovcrcd the illand, including both pcninfulas, to be
about too miles in circiimtl'iencc.

.M'ter their return from thi.s tour, they wee very

much in want of brcad-fiuit, none of which they liaCi

been


