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It should now be understood that on two former occasions ;—one, when the

Newfoundland question was re-considered ; and another, when it was highly

desirable to suppress disclosures touching « a dark transaction," detected by the

minority, in which improper payments nad been imperatively ordered, in spite

of the objections of the Accountant, by a member of the Committee, who, hav-

in» availed himself of that capacity to order the payment, then assumed iiis

other capacity of Attorney to receive it :—on these two previous occasions, a

muster of 18 French Canadian Clergymen and 1 Bishop, besides 4 sufferers

—

recipients and expectants of money and " honestly interested in the right admi-
nistration of this charity,"—had supplied an overbearing- majority, and evinced

an animus, which disgusted tiie British members, and must have opened the

eyes of many of them to the true spirit of their former allies. Partly on this

account, and partly because the 27th July was English Post-day, the attend-

ance of 'inglish members on that day was but small ; but the proceedings on the

above *.'trec occasions led to the step which, to the great body of the British

members, appeared the only means of preservinaj their own self-iaspect, and
of avoiding powerless responsibility to their Contributors :—They withdrew from
the Committee, and communicated the fact of their retirer/ient to that Body, and
to all else whom it might concern, in the following terms :

—

<' We the undersigned Members of the General Committee of Relief, in con-
sequence of measures recently adopted in that Body, and actuated by conside-

rations of respect for ourselves, deeply regret that we cannot any longer seem
to sanction its proceedings by a useless attendance, and we therefore hereby sig^-

nify our retirement from the said Committee of Relief.

Quebec, 29th July, 1846.
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This last rescinding act of tlic Committee brings conviction to a crisis as to

the consistency of that Body. 'I'lic measure now rescinded, was, pursuant to

notice given on the 13th April, first jnoposed on the 20th, with 37 members pre-
sent, and was then, after some debate, adjcurned. On the 22d the discussion
was resumed with 49 members present, aiid adopted. On the 4th May, pur-
suant to notice given on the 3U(h April, one attempt to modify it was rejected
by a majority ot 3t) to 24, and another to evade it was defeated by 3.5 to '^C.

Again, on the Uth May, a special Committee on a petition from certain inhabi-
tants, presented a Report containing the following allusion to the measure which
has now been rescinded :—" 'J'hat the Committee adopted the IJesolulion in

question under a dcfp conviction that the same was calculated to promote the

• Absent Iro'n Qur-ber, but t^incc signed.


