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Hearne's Journey.

ins are of much confequence. They
produce from two to five young at a

time ; and though feveral varieties of

them are mentioned, it is moft proba-

ble, that the difference of feafon alojie

occafions the apparent diftinftion.*

The beaver is a remarkably cleanly

animal ; and is capable of being, in a

great meafure domefticated, Mr.
Hearne kept feveral of tbem, that

anfwered to their names, and followed

him and fondled on him like dogs.

He had a houfe built for them, and a

fmall piece of water before the door,

into which they always plunged when
they wanted to eafe nature. In winter

they lived on the common food of the

natives, and were remarkably fond of

rice and plum pudding. They would

even eat partridges and venifon freely ;

and were the conftant attendants on the

Indian women and children, for whom
they fliewed a great partiality, and were

always uneafy in their abfence.

* LinnjEus defcrlbes three fpecies of beavers,

whkh appear to be dilllnd*


