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thofe Ships, if yeu can induce the Commanders to trade on our joint Account, it will be
moft agreeable to us j but no trading Connexions whatever muft be, except on Account of
the prefent Company. To the Peribn intruded with the Command of thofe Ships you will

make known the Nature of our Connexions with Mr. Etches; you will in Confequence make
a Demand of all their Surplus Stores, or Articles of Commerce, &c. that they have to

difpofe of, in Order that they may be left in the Faftory j and a particular Account muft be
taken of all that are delivered, as they muft be accounted for to Mr. Etches by the Company.
We have no Doubt but that your Requifition will be complied with, as ic ultimately tends

to the Good of their Employers,

The Number of Competitors you will meet with on the Coaft will, we fear, fomewhat
diminifti your Colleftion of Furs, as well as enhance their Price ; we have no Doubt of
your Aftivity and Perfeverance, as well as Addrefs in your Ncgociations. We place the

nrongeft Reliance on your Vigilance and Caution, and as we have conferred on you the moft
ample Powers, in Return we look for confulerable Refponfibility, and a happy Completion
of our Plans. In a full Perfualun of this we (liall take our Lt^ave, with a ftrong Recom-*
mendation of Unanimity amongfl: your Officers, and the ftriXelt Difcipline over your People.

We wiih you Health and a profperous Voyage, and remain, &c.

J. M E A R S,

For Mcflis. Etches, Cox, and C*.

N° 3.

EXTRACTS of a Letter from Mr. Mears to Captain Colnett

;

dated Macao, 25 April 1789.

In Mr* Mears's Memorial of the 30//6 .^pril 1790.

To accompany Inclofure (N" i.)

••1]I7E have well-founded Information, that Mr. Jaqucs, Mate of the Princefs Royal, gave
Copies of his own and Captain Hudfon's Journals and Charts to Captain Metcalf, who

commanded an American Ship when he was in China. This Aft of Mr. Jaqucs we cfteem
to militate fo extremely againft himfelf and our Service, that we defire you to return him to

China.

Our Difpleafure is no lefs pointed againft Mr. Gibfon, one of your Officers, whofe Aftsof
Inhumanity, exercifed on the Coaft of America, render him extremely unfit to be employed
in our Service i you will therefore return him to China. Thofe Circumllancus relative to

the above Perfons did not come to our Knowledge till after the Departure of the Princefs

Royal from China, or we moft affuredly would have embraced the earlicft Opportunity of
difmifllng them our Service ; but, with regard to Mr. Gibfon, we have put the I'.nall Stock
of his remaining Merit againft his Situation, and our Promifes prior to the Dilcovery of his

Charafter, and we have formed the Refolution of employing him but one Seafon.

As the DifinilTion of thofe Officers may put you to fome Inconvenience, we (hull write to

MeflTrs. Sheppardfon and Barnet to remain under your Command ; and though tluy are, ycc

we are convinced of their Value, being entirely attached to Intereft and Service."

•• As it is probable, that in Autumn 1790 you may meet with a Store Sliip from England,
on the Company's Account, we have the ftrongcft Hopes, (hould that Rvt;nt Ii.ippen, that

from her you will form the entire Eftablifliment of the Coaft on fuch rcafonablc Trrms under
the prefent, that will meet our SatisfaXion, and enable the Company, through the Medium
of Economy, to deftroy our Competitors. It is probable, howcve •, that ail thofe Engage-
ments may be fettled in England prior to the Departure of the St( r; Ship; in this Cafe you
will rcfign the Charge of our Concerns to thofe who are appointed to manage the iame, and
return with the Officers and People who are impreffed from China on the Store Ship, or the

Argonaut, which ever you think moft eligible ; but we rather apprehend that, by the above

Period, you will have fo much Tonnage on the Coaft, that it will be ncedlcfs detaining the

Argon9Ut, more particularly as we (hall want her in 179I1 to return her again to the Coaft.

We hav« nothing more to repeat, in Addition to the former Orders."
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