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secure them a good conipctcnc)-. I offered liim here

a cheque of the Emperor's for one hundred thousand

dollars in gold, which would be paid by the Imperial

family of Austria, and five thousand dollars I should

receive directly for the soldiers. What I proposed to

him was nothing against his honour, as in accepting

ii he best served his country. The death of the

Emperor would bring all the world in arms against

it; but if the Emperor escaped he would leave the

country, and no European Power would ever meddle

with the arrangement of their affairs. I spoke a good

deal more, to which he listened attentively, and

I saw by the changes in his countenance that he

battled hard within himself.

At last he spoke. He laid his hand on his heart,

and protested that he felt indeed the greatest sympadiy

with Maximilian ; that he really believed it to be the

best for Mexico to let him escape ; but he could not

decide about such an imj)ortant step in five minutes.

If he did, he could not accept the cheque. He took

it, however, into his hand, and looked at it with

curiosity. The Indian probably could not conceive

the idea that in such a little rag of paper, with some

scrawls on it, should be contained a life of plenty for

his wife and child. A bag full of gold would have

been more persuasive.

He handed me back the cheque, observing that

he could not accept it now. He would reflect upon

it in the night, and tell me his decision next


