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As the ;u-cu.sa1i{)i> implied a want of courage, Kislikalwa .said that
he would .siiow tiiat he was no coward. Accordingly ho set off, a
few days Jifterwards, alone, in search of some enemy on whom he
could prove his pro^^•e.ss. In die forest of Kentucky, late in the
nigiit, he discovered a fire, by which slept two Indians, who Mere
easily distinguished as belonging to a ho.stilc tribe, lie approached
near to the i with a stealthy tread, then, crouching like the panther,
waited, according to the custom of the Indian, until the Hrst indica-

tions of the approaching dawn of day, when, taking a deliberate

aim, he shot one of his foemen, and rushing upon the other, de-

spatched him in.stantly with the tomaiiawk. 'i'liis ex|)l.)it u-ained

him great credit: although it would seem characterized only bv the

lowest species of cunning, and to be destitute of all the higher attri-

butes of warfare, it was. according to the notions of the savage, not
only in exceedingly good taste, but a fnie specimen of courage and
military talent; for the Indian awards the highest honor to the

success wliicii is gained at the least expense, and considers everv

stratagem meritorious which leads to tiie desired result. Still ids

companions continued to jeer him upon the lo.ss of a garment in the

(brnu'r adventure. Xettled by these jokes, \kh\ determined to re-

trieve his re])utation, he .secretly raised a j)arty of four or five young
men, wliom he led on another expedition. Tliey were successful,

and returned with seventeen scalps.

'I'ho.se who imagine that the apparent apalhy of the Indian clia-

racter indicates the entire ah.sence of a |)ropeiisilv for nurili, will be

surprised to learr. that the reinarkalile success which att. iidcd the

arms of Kislikalwa, failed to blinit the point of that unhappv jest,

uliich had become a source ol' serious inconveiiieuce to this L;reat

warrior. The pcrtiiiacilv with which his com|);niions continued to

allude to this subject, evinces, on their part, a strono- perception of

the ludicnnis, and a relish for coarse raillery, which balanced even

their flecided admiration of warlike (pialities, whil(> tlie extreme sen-

sitiveness of Kishkahva shows how highly the Indian pri/e.s his


