
June IT), 1810, Orf'<;(»n wns in a Ic^nl soiiso in tlio joint, occu-

(uinoy of the citizens and snitjccts of tlio two countrirs, and

.!niMn^ this jwriod of joint occnpanc.v tlw IlndsonTlJay Com-
pany and its co-ad jntant, the i njict Sound Afjriodtiiral Com-
pany, cstaMislicd nnnicrons trading' posts and forts and wcn^

.ictivc and nntiring in cndcavorinj; to monopoli/.c all trade witli

the Intlian trihes and to nniintaiu in that part of the territory

north of the ('(dundtia river exclusive contnd in the hope that

it inijii;ht Iw held i)ermanently as Hritish soil. The ajicnts an*l

factors of the JIn<ls<»n^l>ay Company \ver(> usually ^raciotis and
a('c<»inmodatin^' to American travelers an<l emiijrants arrivinji;

at their estahlishments; nevertheless they were adroit and
zealous in their efforts to carry out the ])olicy of tlu'ir master

to ])revent Americans from jinininj; any foothold north of the

('olund)ia river, althoufih by the terms of the conventions of

I HIS and \S-27 ecpial jtrivilegcs in the whcde and everv j)art of

the territory claime(l l»y both countries west of the Uocky moun-
tains, and in the waters and harliors thereof, was guaranteed

alike to American citizens and l>ritish subjects. The p>vern-

niont of (inat Hritain had juranted to this company the exclu-

sive rijyht to tra<le with the Indians and obtain furs and skins

within the limits of a vast extent in British America, iucdudinji;

all the territory west of the Kocky mountains, and to nniintaiu

that --'luable monopoly over as much territory as it coidd |)os-

sibly cover the em'rfiies of this com])any were exerted to tho

utmost. The United States government claimed as the proper

boundary an extension eastward of the line afj,reed upon by a

treaty between the United States and Uussia, and afterward

confirmed by a treaty between Ifussia and (Ireat liritain as the

southern boundary of the southeast part of Kussian-.\merica,

now called Alaska, that being the line of 54 degrees 40 minutes

north latitude, but in several attemi)ts nnule ])revious to the

treaty of 1840 to settle the dispute, had offered to compromise
by extending the line between Canada and the TTnitecl States

territory east of the Rocky n»onntains westward to the Pacific

ocean, this line being the f(n"ty-ninth parallel. This extremely

generous offer was alwavs rejected and was met by a counter

prop<isition that the Columbia river from the intersection of

its most northeast branch with the forty-ninth i»arallel to the

ocean should be the boundary, and that the river should be

always free and open to tbe ])eople of botb countries; and that

the TTnited States should have a detached ])iece of country

fronting the Pacific ocean and the Strait of Juan do Fuea and


