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The climate here is noted for being damp, and during

most part of the year the weather is gloomy and foggy.

The soil on this island (now known as Baranov—the

name of one of the Governors) is marshland and partly

stone, covered with a thin layer of putrefied matter.

Novoarhangelsk is situated on the western coast of the

island, and at that time it was the central headquarters

for the government of the Bussian Colonies in America.

Novoarhangelsk (New Archangel) or Sitkha is sur-

rounded by mountains, which are covered with forests

of tall trees of the fir species. It should be mentioned

that the woods of this Hitkha (the Indian name) or Bai -

anov Island are of a wonderful growth, some of the

trunks of bpruce measuring 150 feet in length.

The inhabitants of this Island—the Eolosha (or

Thlinket tribe of Alaskan Indians), among whom the

Reverend Father Veniaminov had now to labor, differed

from the Aleuts in appearance as well as in character.

In appearance they are handsome: they have large

black eyes, correct face, black hair, and are of medium
stature. The Eolosha has a proud and selfish nature.

On visiting the Bussians they would don their best

apparel and maintain a haughty bearing. They are very

revengeful; if a Kolosha for some reason could not

avenge himself during his life for some offense, he

would transmit his revenge to his generation. The
Eolosha possess a lively mind and they are sagacious.

They were less acquainted with the christian religion

than the Aleuts. Towards the Bussians, ejpecially

before this time, they were hostile, and such a bearing

greatly impeded the spread of Christianity among them.

After his arrival in Sitkha, Father John commenced
work in the same way he had done on the Island of

Ounalashka, i. e. he began by learning the language and

customs of the Eoloshas, and theil proceeded to preach

the Word of God to them. At the same time, as was
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