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fui'ther still. She had not yet found rest, the

seeking soul will not have true rest and enjoy

that peace of God thatjpasseth understanding, until

there is close union with Christ; and this will only

be obtained and enjoyed as we follow the truth to

be gathered from the opening verses of the third

cha})ter. The washing, anointing, putting on of

raiment, waiting until the barley was winnowed, ly-

ing down meekly at the feet of Boaz, here seems to

sliow, in a type, how ready ;Euth was to prepare

herself for her kinsman's blessing, or an entire will-

ingness to surrender herself to him ; what may be

also expressed in the words 'true repentance ' of

soul. To a believer this communion with Christ is a

fellowship that is the beginning of heaven upon

earth, even now, while we are intheflesh ; but this

will only be obtained, and retained, as we are willing

to wash ourselves with water by the Word of God
(see Ephesians v. 26); a constant washing and judg-

ing of ourselves, a constant confession of sin to our

Lord. Many are conten t to ask daily for forgiveness

of sm, but forget the cor Session of it,—a very differ-

ent, and far more difficult and heart-searching effort.

The true child of God needs not to ask for forgive-

ness of sins, he has God's Word for his authority

for knowing them to be already blotted out. If he

has once passed under the blood of Christ, then he

is jnirged for ever—there is no more conscience of sin,

there is no condemnation (see Psalm ciii. 12; Romans

viii. 1 ; Hebrews x. 2, 14 ; 1 John ii. 12, etc.). But

if we do not confess our daily sins, then that bless-

ed communion with our God will be broken, as it is


