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On tlio seventh of An<;iist last, \V. IT. Foltoii, l<js(iuire, Hun-istor, of

Ai'thubuakrtvillo, vvlio had been workin.,' with me for over ten years for tho

same object; a dele^jjution of Fiirmers from tho district of Arthabaska, and 1

loft on our journey, first to Owen Sound, thence by Lake Huron and Tiake

Superior in tho maifulHcent steamships of the Canadian Pacitie ilailway Co.,

and arrived at Winnipcii; on tho l.'Uh. Here we wore jt)ined by Mr.

Roderick Munro McKcn/.ie, a delei^ate chosen by tlie Kn<^lish-speaking

people of the County of Drummond, who had left some time before for

Morrison, in tho State ot Iowa, whore ho intended to settle uidess ho found

the land where we wore goini^ proved more favorable.

I was detained one day at Winnipeg and one day at Regina, During

that time Mi'. Gotf, delegate from the Township of Leeds, and Mr. Andrews,

delegate from the Townships of rnveruess and Ireland in Mcgantic, and Mr.

Mclvenzie, visited several localities between Winnipoi; and Regina to see

farmers from their counties who had been settled for some time in the

North- West, and to take notes of all tho informatifm the}' couKl get from

them. They ri-Joincd me three days after and reported that the land they

saw under cultivation was very good with good crops.

We left Regina ou the Idth and ai-rived at Calgary on the 17th.

The immense praiiie traversed by the Canadian Pacitic betwoeii Winni-

peg and Calgary, 838 miles, has been often described before.

It appeared to me like the middle of the ocean in a calm after a storm

;

but as our mission was agricultural we viewed the land in that light all the

way out while we had daylight, and with the exception of a few miles

op])osite the great sand hills, the very poorest soil on the whole route we
considered bettor than the very best in our Province that w<; had seen.

We got out almost at every station and examined the growth of the

grain that had dro])ped in the railway ditches, in the subsoil and the weeds,

and in the much talked of AlUali lands. We found in the broken ground of

the railway laml»s-quarter growing to a size and rankness which could never

be seen in the licliest garden or barn 3'ard in our Eastern Townships, besides

Avheat, oats and bailey, with 30 to 40 stools to the seed. We also carefully

examined the Canadian Pacific Ex])erimental Farms, and there, on those

very alkali lands, with the short, yellow, dry looking grass all round, the

grain on a sod only three inches thick stood over four feet high, with plump,

well-tilled heads, just beginning to turn.


