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-poor,. and the Dîiclîss of Albàny,
wvho lias shown a special are jýor the
needy classes at Deptford and eise-
-whemie.

TELE COUSTESS OF ABERDJEEN.

Passing by these royal ladies, we
.corne to one -wlo lias represented
the sovereigu i a viceregal position
-1 refer to the Countess of Aber-
.deen, who lias left beliind lier iii
Canada so xnany liappy traces of
Christian words and deeds. A littie
ivhile before the Earl and Countess
-sailedI for Canada, they entertaine
Colonel John Ray, who is now Sec-
retary of State ini Washington. le
was asked to write some verses in the
-visitors' book at HEaddo House, and
these are the liues lie penned:

.Ask me not here amid these storied halls,
Vowed to traditions of higli strenuous

dut3',
VJfiere fceSý of dcad statesmien deck the

walls
With 'righteous glory's everliving beaut.:

.Ask me not here to turn a careleRs rhvmc,
Itili wouldl suitthe solemn jplace an( hour

*When Haddo's Lord bears to a distant elinie
The Gordon conscience bawked by Bri-

tain's power.*"

The " Gordon conscience " lias
.always been a distinguished poss-es--
.-ion of both tlie Earl and the Coun-
tess of -Aberdeen, and they carried

-out their duties of State ini the great
Dominion witli the same iio,, pur-
pose tha. had made tliem so beloved
in Dublin dluring the Earl's brief
regime as 'Vioeroy. Lady Aberdeen
.alwayB attributes tx> Mr. and'i Mrs.
-Gladstone mucli of the impulse to-
ward social service which has made
lier se earnest a worker. She said
the other day: " I dare not speak
mucli of Mr. and Mfrs. Gladstone,
for my husband .ta.I have ever felt

* ourselves almost adopted chidren in
tlieir house. -They are associated
witli the memories of us both ein
childhoo-thev were friends of

'both our' parents-and lMr. Glad-

stone lias often'said tlîat Lord Aber-
deeii's grandfathier, the Premier,
was the one statesman of his earlier
vears whom lie loved. And as t-inie
went on, our lives becamne more and
more closely associated. with Lieirs,
botli fromn a publie and a, private
standpoint. IVe spent our lasr. nighlt
Ili the Old Country beneath thieir
roof, axîd wlîcn I camne home it was
to Hawarden that I w'ent first afte«r
landing, as a natter 'of cus.

Perhiaps next to the Gladý-tone in-
fluence, which mnade the Countess
thîink seriously of the responisibili-
ties of ie, even wlîen as a girl slie
rode on lier pony beside Mr. Glad-
stone at Guisachan, came the strong,
and beautiful influence of Professor
Hienry Drummond. "The scientific
religionist of the hour,"' as Profes-
s:or John Stuart Blackie, called him,
had a special message to cultivated
people who desired a fuller consecra-
tien of their powers, and hie miade a
deep impression upon Lord and
Lady Aberdeen, iwhich lias lasted to
thiis day. Thesze two distinct person-
alities point to the two aspects, in
which Lady Aberdeen lias appeared
to the public eye. She lias been a
keen believer in the right of worncn
to take a band ini political affairs,
but above and beyond this she lias
seen the opportunity wliich awaits
ail earnest women in the spliere of
Christian work,

Ladyv Aberdeen has a warrn place
in bier heart for poor dhidren. Fre-
quently when Dollis Hlili was their
home the Earl ana Countess would
entertain large parties of waifs, and
nothing gives lier greater pleasure
than tlie siglit of East End dhildren
dancingr round the M1ay-pole at one
of those M-Nay Day festivals which
the ladies at the settiements love to
organize. When General Booth
miade his appeal on beliaif of "Dark-
est England.,"' tlie Earl and Couintess
were amon.g the earliest donors of
£l,000. The Ragged Sehool 'Union,

397


