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THE TRADE SITUATION.
rTuE trade in the Ottawa dlistrit bas been Liirly

goond during the mnth, witlh no material change in
priccs. Dullness continues iii the upper gracies of
lune, white box and commun have bccn mnoving mure
firccly than during October. Shinglcs nnd lath, batli
duli. Navigation bcing practically cloacci, distribution
otwood prodctcs must sicccssairily bc by rail, whicli
will no doubi bc at the minimnum uintil after the holi.
days. Upon the whole inanufacturers have liait to
iVrestie witlî a f.illing market, andi the sanguine pros-
pects or the early spring. iiI, as n rule, be far firomn
realizcd.

The moatli of November should have been one or
the busiest of the season with the Toronto wbulcsalc
inca, but owing to wh'at ivas practically a break down
ofthc car service of the G. 'Ir. R. th':re bas been qluite
a large falling off in the business donc as cornpared
wiîl prtviaus months or the saine iionth last year.
The cleiand has b:en f.sirly activec, both for the local
and western tracte, but it lias becn impossible to fill
orders with any degree of promptness, and in many
cases orders have been cancelled. It was stated by a
general freight agent of the G. T. R. before thc B3oard
of trade the other day timat the receipts of the G. T. R
ia Toronto were largely in excess of the year 1888 up
10 Oct. 31 St, 1889, but in Nov ember there ivas a faliing
ùohmi the single item of lumber of 300 cars in fifteen
da>s, proving coticlusively tbat the car shortage
complained of is an active recvance.

Aithougli the weaîber for the past morat bas been
very favorable for shipping b>' vessel the season of
navigation iras practically closed early in the month.
Vessels bcgin to lay up just as sooni as wages and
-insurance rates advance, and shippers tind it clifficuli
to obtain suitable vessels even at adlvanced freights.

The sensation of the nîonth bas been the action of
-the lumber section of the Board of Tradc in regard
to the shortage of cars. The situation became 50
desperate that the dealers composing the section
called upon the couancil of the Board of rade for
assistance in obîaining relief. The result îras the
appointilr- of a cominittce of investigation camposed
of Mless, E. Liuracy, WVin. Christie, Robert Jaffray,
*Hîgh 13. :), Elias Rogers and J. Donogli. Thic
-luînber sa!c. ion appointed a committce of four consist-
ïng of MNcssrs. H. H-. Cook, M.%. P., T. H. Willmott,
jas. Tennant aad George Gall, to act in conjunction
wvith the Btoard of Trade committec. The joint éonî-
inittee issucd a circulai- addressccl to aIl the lcading
lumber dealers and -.ýi.aufaicturers asking for infor-ma-
tion as to the number of cars rcquircd tin fil past
orders, and the replies receivcd îvhen tabulatcd
showcd an actual shortage of over z,io cars ona the
Nai-thera and Nlidlandl Divisions. The lumber deaI-
ers ixiade out such a good case that the Board of
Tra de counicil immedintel) appointe!1 a deputation to
ivait upon Nlr. Hickson and urge thc application of
some rcmedy. The absence of %Ir. Iiickson (rom
Moatreal prcvenîed the deputation (romn obtaining an
interview, but the deputation met with Local MNanager
XvVragge and discussed ail the po*mts very fually, ancl
lcft hirn with the undersîapding that lie would makc a
written report to the committcc covering the whole
question of car shortage and remedies that shouldb
providcd for iî.

The action of the Board of Tradte lias at lcast liad
thie eoect of stirring un the Grand Trunk officiaIs, andi
during the past tortaiglit they have cndcavorcd to as
far as possible accommodate tlie trndc v.itb the
limited number of cars at their disposai It lias been
shown also that by unitcd action ithe lumber trade
can make its influence felt and obtain a redress of
grievances.

It 15 t0 be regretted that pet.ty jealouses sem to
prevear this liarmony of action froin being frcly
consumnated. This 'vas evidenccd by the fact that wben
thme Board of Trade deputation had their interview
with Mr. Vraggc, lie cxhibited to thcmn letters fromn
xvholesale dealers in Toronto -who had been most
cla'morous at the meceting of the lumber section, who
apparently froîffi-fear of-ietalition, assured the local.
manager that they were beiag amply supplied %vith
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cars and lid no cause (or complaint. t is sucli wcak.
backed dealers tîbo efrecttually pi-cient the lumber
trade (ramn obtaining ibe concession to whicli they aire
cntitled.

SPLINTERS.
OURi attention lias licen calicci toi an error ini thliast

issue of Tim L tBEtIII 14I% whici ive take the first
opportunity of correcting. In oui- mention of rafts and
their contents passing down the Ottawa cluring the
past scason, wherc the niiimiber of cribs and feet was
given it slîotld bave been cribs andi ieces. Each
piece averages 5o to 8o ted, wlîich miakes a wonderfui
difrerence in the total amnount. 'rie eîrcinary raft bas
150,0001 t 75,0o0ocubic fect, wvith 5o to6o men oneccach.

V **

ln order to close up the business of WV. R. Thistle
Co., tbey will offer for sale nt public auction, nt Plem-
broke, Ont, on December 4tb., the Pemibrolie saxv miii,
the Chalv River saw miii witb piiing grounds, booms,
piers buildings &c ; about îao square miles of timber
limîts; six million feet of sawa lumber and dimension
timber, horses shnties, &c. Sec advertisement in
anotber column.

.NI-. F. J. Drake, of Beleville, Ont.,is largely enga.-ed
in the manufacture of saw, shingle and latbi machiner'.
MI- Drake is the patenîec of a number of machines,
notably Drake's Patent Dauntlcss Shingle and Hcading
Maichine, and Drake's Imiprovcd Shingle Edgcr, botb o(
xvhich are spoken of highiy by those wvbo have thbcm ia
use. See bis advcrtiseînent on another page.

e-." GENERAI. NOTES.
-McCuiig &. M.oorheatl arc getting oui square timaber An

logs. up in Temiscmningue.
"James %IcCool, %I,.ttawa, Ont., lias sold out his store

and wiil devote bis tinie ia the future tu the luniber tradte.
-Nfr. Chas. MNcGibban, Penetanguishene, lias dlone a

fairly good seasn's work, liaviag cul about tlirce million
fee orfoak, basswood, hemloc< and pine,

/ 7-lers. «lcCuaig and «.No6rehisad, of Jlryson, hatve
ptuchased from the E. 1l. Eddy coînpany the latter's Blacl,
River-timber liauts, The limits are situatéd on the Black

~river, 1'. Q., and arc about 100 square ailes la area.e
\-The lumnberiag operations on the Upper Ottawa are

being vigouously puslicd, the season being ver>' favorable for
log inakiag ansI square timb)er.înaking. The indications arc
that a great dent of square tituber will be mnade cluring the
wiater.

-NN. R. Thonupson, of '1eewater, Ont, bas eut ihis
sumni-e about a million ct or liarclwood, of wlieh he
shippecl 2s cars direct Io Liverpool. lie lias also turned oui
500,ooo lroomn landles, the largesi quantity macle by any one
fuiin the Dominion.

-The lumber shipments nt 31iraniehi, N. B., have closecd
for thie season. Thc total export is )oooooooo rcet exclusive-
Of pilings. Last >'ear's exports ivere 73,000,000. Thc
shippiag amounîted tu 161 vessels of i m,ooo tons, beiag 43
Vessels and 35,000 tons niaie than lasî year.

o>-MNeýses. Perley & l'attee arc about tu iaîroduce a Glover
steain logger, to lue used on ther Pctiewawa bitms. This is
nagiant machine, 28 fci long, xveighing 12 tons, that cani bc
drivea by sîeiim on a snow r-ac, andi is estimiaîcc Io tltav as

INe11arlv over tlie centre of thc hind paxrt of a double sicci sitsln as3PO O4,0 es Temcaimi ip
smali engine power, whilst the boiter is iocatcd in thc
centre. Thc boiter is of steel 5,9 fcet in iimcier, 754
fcet high ; and gîmageci to a pressure or 150 lbs. Eitlier ceaI
or wood an be used as fuel. There are 4 wliecls on thc
driving axle cadi 4 (ct in dianieter, nnd weighiag 3 tons,
whIlst a wheel in front acîs as a iclm. These whecls
liieraily work in a steami box, and arc hcaîedl t,> stim, so
that vshen ihey pass over saow it is dampetî and eompressed,
and in cold wcaiber immediately converted inmb solid ie.Tie chain running from the loadcd sleiglis may be hiieheci
eithcr to thc trame itself or a foot and a-half highcr. Tic
speed attained is about ive toiles an hour, and it eau lbc
ensiiy turaed.

A saw mill in thie townuship of Romney, owncd by Samuel
Fuîller, of I.camington, Ont. was burneci Nov. isît. Thc miii'
lad not been ia aperation.for some tinte.
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How to Saolot Oood TImbor.
l'rofessor Rankin says. "There ire certain appear-

nces whicli are cbnravtcristic, of strang andi durable
timber ta irbat class soever it belongs. t. la the
saine species of tirber iiat specimer ivillin general be
Ime sîrongcst and most durable whlui lias growa the
slowesi, ns sliowan by thc narrowness o.f;be annuai rings.
a_. Trhe cellular tissue, as seen in the medullary rays
(wlicn visible) shouilc bc liard and compact. 3. The
vascular or fibrous %issue n~.ud dert firmly togetiier
andi sîoulci show no woolincx aI, a fre3tbly-eut stirface,
mni- slîould il ciog thue ctlî of thme saîv witli loose libers.
4. If tlic wood is eolorcd, darknesi of color is la generai
a sign of sîrengîli and dlura"biity. 5. The firesbly-cuî
surface of thie wood slîould bc fl-mn and siiiniag, and
slîould bave someîvbat of a trrtnslucent appearaince. A
duli, ebalky appcznr-îîcc isan sign ofbl tituber. 6. la
tvood of a givea spccicx,, ;!st heaviest specimens are in
gentral the strongest and 'nost lasting. 7. Amnon%
resinous woods, thosc whidh bave least resia in their
pares, and aauong non-resinous wonds, those whicli
have least sap or guini atlem, ai-cia general the strong-jest and most iasting. 8. It is stated by some authors
that la lii- waod that wbich bas thc mosî sap îvood, and
la liard woocd that whieh lias thec leasî, is the ninst dii-
able.-but the univcrsality of tbis lau' is doubîful. Tia-
ber shaulci bc free fri-an sudh blemishes as clefts or
cracks radiatinf; (romn the centre; 'cup.sbakes' or cracks
whicli pnrtiaily separale anc annual layer fi-rn
another; Vlupsets,' wbere the fibres hav'e been crippleci
by compression; V'riagalls,' or wouaidsila alayer oftbe
woodl which have been covereci and cancealeci by thc
gi-owth of(subscquenî layers over them."

Terra Cotta Lumber.
j"Terra colla tomber is dcsiined to assume great iii-
T prtance la the future as a building malerial than during

.10he lasi tîvo ycars," says a Chicago buildler. "ls clienp-
aess as comparcd Ico brick and woaden nierial for
maay purposes, wiîl its positively flrcproof qualiîies ean
not bcîp but inake it a prime favorite îvith builders of(the
licier gracie of structures evcrywhe-c, both inl this
country and abroacl. It is cîeaper tlian brick, weigli-

-ing only about one-third as much, -ind for nuany pur-
poses is vastly superior. Omie îlîing toi recomirend itîto
wumbermen is île fact tint a large perceÛtage o the,
wa-sie product of the saîIwmil-the sawdust-ean be
pi-ofitably utilizecl in its manufacture, sawduist bcing
sbipped at the present lime (rom Nluskegon to Chiieago
for this purpose. At ill of the ieading miii centres
many dollars coulcl bc annually saved by the organiza-
lion cf local campanies for the manufacture of tbis
modern praduct. White there mnay not bc 'nmillions in

il,>et there is suflicient inducemeant to.jusîify evcry
milîman at least 10 investigate its merits, Chicago
builders are Iargely utitizing it."

Machrmus for Veneering.
Thle largest machine for eutîing veneers 'yet con-

sti-ucteci is la operaîlon la Calfornia, andi is saici ta.
sbax'e up logs ici feet 8 inehes la lengti with thc greatest
case. Tic shavings whicl come from these machines
ai-e gi-cal, long sbeeîs, la eaci of wbich is asinost the

Keatire wood af a big log, andi froni a single slaving is
frcquently made a mass or 2,000 10 5,000 bery boxes.
The logs ai-c fi-st cul int tle desired lengîli, thea
placed in a large steana box and leit for twelve hours
subjected ta tle efreets of exhaust steam, îvhich so
sofîcas tle wood that it can be cut into thia sheets.
desired witbouî cheeking or splitting into firapinucs;
irben suffieieatly softcncd, thme log is pusbed int an
immense laîhe andi revolves la front of thbe gi-cat blade,
exactly as a strip of xvood la a îurner's lathe revoives
toward tle ehisel. Afier tic îvater-soakcd outer
portions of île log have been trlmmed off a aumber of
small, chisel-like instruments are adjusted, with thie
sharp eutting edges pressing against tle log whici
make parallel lixits parîly cur through the vshole length
of tle gi-cal white sîrcamni slaving-îltese liaes arcîthe
points of bending wlieab e boxes are formed, and
make tlat operation noîhing more titn a. simple
mecbanical movemear, as tle wood bends rcadily, at
the partial culs andi fois the angles of thc boxes. Al
but îlýe core of tle laog is tumned off iat this long
slaving, i-2oth of an lac h ia thickness and nearly îooo,
feet long, wbicl is folded and braken iat convenient
leagths or strips, and of tle ividtl for a box. Th.e 1,ic

s ipm.he~ nianufactuer is -te fastening of the bbîtoîn
ançl.side strips together by in instrument caUled a
stapler.


