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ing out ýof thé blacks with a vengeance 1 For nio land in these
régions la aetually ocoupied by thé b1o, save their villages
and the piatehes that sutroumd them. Thns, "lat a single stroke
of a pen ini Bruss.els everything was taken from theni, flot only
the country, but tihe preduce of the country."

Thiis within two years o etVi establishment of thé State by
the Treaty of Bérlin, it had with ene band seized thé whole
patrirnony of those natives for whose "moral and material ad-
vazitage" it had héen se solicitous, sud with the other band
it had torm up that clause in the treaty by whieh monopolies were
forbidden, and equal trade rights guaranteed te ail.

The land kind its produets having been seized, the next step
was to, obtain labour, Chiefs were bribed to procure slaves, who
were entered in the Mtate books as "libérés';: this wus King Leo-
pold 's " special protection of the black. " Next, thé Beigian
Parliament was persuaded, te advance ten million francs for the
use of the Congo "and thus a direct cennection sprang up which
lias eventually led te annexation." 'Then the State worked by
the King began to tighten its grip upon the xand; and presently,
in eynical difiregard. of the Treaty of Berlin, proelaimed itseif
sole trader. Natives were forbidden te gather thé products of
their own forests; independent traders-in this country in
whieh there was te be no menopoly whatever--were informed
that "they were liable te punishuient if they bought anything
from the natives. " The Englishman Stokes, an indèpendent
trader working from a German base, was seLzed ankd hanged by
the Belgian Captain Lothaire. A young Austrian trader, Rab-
înek, was mysteriously put out of the wa.y.

The State now went on te conipel the natives te gather the
whole of thé produeta which it had taken from them. White
agents were scattered ever the 'F1ree" Bte whose business it
was te superintend the coliecting and bninging in of the rubber.
Their wretched pay they wvere allowed te supplément by a bonus
ou thé amount of rubber they sent in. 'Undér thesé agents were
savages armed with firearms, one or more ef whom, called
'"Cap itas," were allotted toechd village, where théy terrorized


