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1630, though not yet twenty years of age, and deli-
cate in health, he entered the novitiate at Paris, there
to lay the foundation of his sanctity.

The young man had chosen the proper outlet for
his future missionary activities; his Jesuit brethren
were at the full tide of their apostolic expansion.
They had already penetrated Asia, Africa and South
America. France, even then the fruitful mother of
missionaries, was sending her soldiers of the Cross
into the foreign fields; several of them had begun
their labors among the native tribes in the new col-
ony beyond the Atlantic. Unhappily, the seizure of
Quebec by the English corsair, David Kerkt, in 1629,
had deprived France of her possessions on the St.
Lawrence and had compelled the Jesuits living there
to abandon their work and return home. But the
Jesuits themselves felt that this was only a tempo-
rary interruption. The active negotiations that were
actually under way between Cardinal Richelieu and
Charles I. of England, buoyed up their hopes, and they
made no secret of their keenness to return as soon as
the colony was restored.

All these topics were familiar to the young Jesuit
novice in Paris, and often helped to carry him in spirit
across the Atlantic to New France. Besides, the
visits he received from his uncle Charles, who had
already tasted the trials of Canadian missionary life
2 walis ¢ and who was !;hen in Paris, after hls
the missions 5¢2P® from shipwreck on the Acadian
coast, had undoubtedly given Gabriel
vivid pictures of the life led among the savages and
filled him with the desire of sharing in it some day.




