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He carries with him the wayward, elfin spirit, if we may so

term it, throughout his career. His fairy gifts are of no
avail at school, academy, or college : they unfit him for close

study and practical science, and render him heedless of every-

thing that does not address itself to his poetical imagination,

and genial and festive feelings ; they dispose him to break

away firom restraint, to stroll about hedges, green lanes, and
haunted streams, to revel with jovial companions, or to rove

the coimtry like a gipsy, in quest of odd adventures.

Ar if confiding in these delusive gifts, he takes no heed of

the present, nor care for the future, lays no r^ular and solid

foundation of knowledge, follows out no plan, adopts and dis-

cards those recommended by his friends, at one time prepares

for the ministry, next turns to the law, and then fixes upon
medicine. He repairs to Edinburgh, the great emporium of

medical science, but the fairy gifts accompany him ; he idles

and frolics away his time there, imbibing only such Imowledge
as is agreeable to him ; makes an excursion to the poetical

regions of the Highlands ; and having walked the hospitals

for the customaiT time, sets off to ramble over the contment,

in quest of novelty rather than knowledge. His whole tour

is a poetical one. He fancies he is playing the philosopher

while he is really playing the poet ; and though professedly

he attends lectures and visits foreign universities, so deficient

is he on his return in the studies for which he set out, that he
fails in an examination as a surgeon's mate ; and while figur-

ing as a doctor of medicine, is outvied on a point of practice

by his apothecary. Baffled in every regular pursmt, after

trying in vain some of the humbler callings of common>placG
life, he is driven almost by chance to the exercise of his pen,

and here the fairy gifts come to his assistance. For a long

time, however, he seems imaware of the magic properties of

that pen : he uses it only as a make-shift until he can find a
legitimate means of support. He is not a learned man, and
can write but meagrely and at second-hand on learned sub-

jects : but he has a quick convertible talent, that seises lightly

on the pointc of knowledge necessary to the illustration of a
theme : his writings for a time are desultory, the fhiits of

what he has seen and felt, or what he haa recently and hastily

read ; but his gifted pen transm ates everything into gold, and
hiB own genial nature reflects its sunshine through hu pages.


