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sometimt's in grazing droves, mid sometimes dotting

the endless plain as far as the eyv conhl roach.

Ruffian wolves, wliite and gray, eyed the travellers

askance, keeping a sale distance ])y day, and howling

about the camp all night. Of the antelope and the

elk the journal makes no mention. Hourgmont

chased a buffalo cm horse})ack and shot him with a

pistol, — which is jirobiihly the first recorfled example

of that way of Inuiting.

The stretches of high, rolling, treeless prairie grew

more vast as the travellei-s advanced, (^n the seven-

teenth, they found an abandoned Comanche camp.

On the next day as they stopped to dine, and had

just unsaddled their horses, they saw a distant smoke

towards the west, on which they set the dry grass on

fire as an answering signal. Half an hour later a

body of wild horsemen came towards them at full

speed, and among them were their two couriers,

Gaillard and Quesnel, waving a French flag. The

strangers were eighty Comanche warriors, with the

grand chief of the tribe at their head. They dashed

up to Bourgmont's bivouac and leaped from their

horses, when a general shaking of hands ensued, after

which white men and red seated themselves on the

ground and smoked the pipe of peace. Then all

rode together to the Comanche camp, three leagues

distant.^

1 This meeting took place a little north of the Arkansas, appar-

ently where that river makes a northward bend, near the twenty-

second degree of west longitude. The Comanche villages were

several days' journey to the southwest. This tribe is always


