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Thus, by the above extract froni Arago*s treatise on
Comets, and from Dr. Larclncr's lectures, it appears
that our theory of tho sun's formation is powerfully
fcanctioncd and confirmed ; and, I C(;nceivc I have great
cause to cuiigrntulalc myself on lliis circrmnslance.

This iheoiy (»f the sun is based on tho undoubted faCt

ihat the guscs of oxycrcMi and hydrogen, ol" which tho

Ocean of Genesis was formed, must jjavc been brought

into a stale of cond)Uslion before ihey could produce

the Ocean of Genesis, and on the no let;s indubiltible

JMCt that a most sli )'end(»us qnantiiy of heal and llglit

n^ust have been evolved Ironi thai combustion ; and I

llicn icasoncd, tliat a Kun being indi.^|k:nsab!y required

lo warm and li^Jit t,!io fbinets (•!' the sy.stcm^, liic Deity

rould not have aj>i)licd ibis heal and light to a move

n.'cdful purpose.

Many of my subcribers to ii)o sevcial Editions of

my theory, and also m.-uiy men of scienci', have done

me tho h'onoui' to approve of the same ; but 1 have

reason to believe thai a few oilier persons, considering

l!;cmse!ves, no dotjbl, of too superior acquirements to

approve of anytliir.g tliat liad not been previously

taught in tlio schools of science, have i aihcr sneered

at this, whicl] I wiili humiliiy had prosenicd to t!io

world. However, as iho justly celebialcd Franklin's

su^'f^estionsof llu) idcnlity-rLighlninL^and Eleclricily

wenj at fiisl laughed ai by the lloyrd Society of Lon-

don, I need not be surprised thai the same may have

nppened to mv suggestions on the nature of the sua

lid his combus'tion. " But now that the gaseous theory

u verified by so great authorities as Mr. Arago and

Uio Paris OLscrvalorv, as siiown by Doctor Lardner,

1 cannot but fc;! content and gratified, By the extract
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