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August, but before that time many of tin'! vessels which have

[n'ocm-ed their cargoes proceed to Vadso, Hammerfest, and other

Norwegian harbours, to exchange their fish for corn, brandy,

colonial produce, &c. The encounter with this rude horde was

not without amusement and instruction, but the inconvenience

was great, and the confusion j)revented all study on the road of

the niceties of the lluss and Yerski Lap languages. We could

scarcely liope to interest our rc.iders with passing notices of

these subjects, or with our author's speculations as to the manner
in which in former times the fluctuating wav(»s of Finn and

Karelian population have come into collision with that of the

Sclavonic Russian, and how the Lap has been squc^czed between

both. Such men as ]\Ir. Castren are the hard workers who
collect the rough materials of philology from which the gene-

ralizers, the Bopps and IVitchards, afterwards sift the gold.

From such labours the casual reader can derive no profit. Freed

at length from this unwelcome hindrance, the travellers imrsued

their journey under considerable difficulties from weather and

deficiency of reindeer. With one young and ill-trained animal

]\[r. Castren fell into a difficulty in the sense in which it is used

in Arkansas or California, where it signifies mortal combat, for,

after an upset, the animal turned upon him, and he fought for

life, but luckily without serious consequences to man or beast.

Kandalaes presented no attraction, and the journey was pursued

240 versts further south to Kem. This place presented nothing

remarkable, but the religious gloom in which, as a principal seat

of the Raskolnick pietists, it is shrouded. Isolation, voluntary

martyrdom, and abstinence from all earthly enjoyment, are the

characteristics of this sect. Contempt and persecution are the

only favours they will accept from the uninitiated. Their scanty

theological literature, which exists in an antiquated Sclavonic

character, has few readers even among the educated, and is

little better understood even by the priests than the Zend is by

those Parsee doctors of Bombay who found a master and in-

structor in the Danish scholar Westergaard. For the masses

religious exercise is one of pure ceremonial, and this is conse-

quently of the longest. There may be merit in listening to a

sermon or in joining in a service for hours together. There

must be greater merit in standing for an equal number of hours

before an image doing nothing. Even Easkolnick nature some-

times quails before this effort. He stands on for the number of
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