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HALLUCINAIIONS. 4')7

For tills and all other changes m my dreams were accompanied by deep-

seated anxiety and gloomy melancholy, such as are wholly incommunicable by

words. I seemed every night to descend, not metaphorically, bui literally to

descend into chasms and sunless abysses, depths below de[)ths, from which it

seemed hopeless that I could ever reascend. Nor did I by waking feel that I

had reascended.

The sense of space, and, in the end the sense (^f time were both powerfully

affected. Buildings, landscapes, &c., were exhibited in proportions so vast as

the bodily eye is not fitted to receive. Space swelled and was amplified to an

extent of unutterable infinity. This, however, did not disturb me so much as

the vast expansion ot time ; I sometimes seemed to have lived for seventy or a

hundred years in one night—nay, sometimes had feelings representative of a

millennium passed in that time, or, however, of a duration far beyond the limits

of any human experience.

The minutest incidents of childhood, or forgotten scenes (^f after years wero

often revived. I could not be said to recollect them, for if ! had been told of

them when waking I should not have been able to acknowledge them as parts of

my past experience. But, placed as they were before ne in dreams, like in-

tuitions, and clothed in all their evanescent circumstances and accompanying
feelings, 1 nxognifscd instantaneously. 1 was once told by a near relative of mine

that, having in her childhood fallen into a river, and being on the very verge of

death but for the critical assistance which reached her, she saw in a moment her

whole life, in its minutest incidents, arrayed before her simultaneously as in a

mirror ; and she had a faculty developed as suddenly for comprehending the

whole and every part. This, from some opium experiences of mine, I can

believe. 1 have, indeed, seen the same thing asserted twice in modern books,

and accompanied by a remark which I am convinced is true ; viz., that the

dread book of account which the Scriptures speak of is, in f.ict, the mind itself

of each individual.

With a power of endless growth and self-reproduction, architecture entered

into my dreams. In the very earl)- stage of my malady the splendors of my
dreams were indeed chiefly architectural, and 1 beheld such pomp of cities and

palaces as was never yet beheld by the waking eye, unless in the clouds. To my
architectural succeeded dreams of lakes and silvery exjianses of water. For two

months I suffered greatly in my head. The waters now changed their character
;

from translucent lakes, shining like mirrors, they now became seas and oceans.

And now came a tremendous change, which, unfolding itself slowly like a scroll,

through many months [Momised an abiding torment ; and, in fact, it never left

me until the winding up of my case. Hitherto the human face had mixed often

in my dreams, but not despotically, nor with any special power of tormenting.

But now that v^^hich I have called the tyranry of the human face began to untoli


