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Lt't US brictly «'.\imiine rlie otsmtiiil I'liiinu'trristicsor

the scieiititic system tanu;lit l»y Euditl,—ami also tlu!

ainmm'UUMit ot" Kiidid's lorinal nietliod.

The first essential ot" tlio systnn is tliat then' shall he

a siinplo (elniuMitary) l)asis . . . of which tlu» n-aliiy,

actiialiry, or truth, is absolutfly certain. This fuutla-

nuMital basis (or each such basis, because there may be an

in(lefniit«; numbt'r) beins^ elementary ami manifestly real

and true, requires merely to be delined or stated with

precision ; and it is termeil, accordingly,

—

d ilrji/ntioit.

A geometrical «lefmitiou may therefore be called the

verbal «M|uivalent of a fact. •

When the basis is not (element.iry) quite simple, but

re(|uires only a brief explanation to satisfy the reason-

able mind as to its un([Uestionable truth or reality . . it

is called

—

(di (ixii>»i.

(Strictly speaking an axiom is a proposition or thc*)-

rem, of which the manifest truth becomes so readily

a}>parent as to render formal demonstration umiecessary
;

or in some instances, the delinite statement of the axiom

may include its demonstration.) t The postulates of

Euclid's ' elements ' are the rules of his systematic method,

* It may he said to assort the existence of the fact which

it defines.

f Therefore it is in the ^ame case with the definition, and

it may ho considered a compound definition ; or, the defi-

nition may be considered an elementary axiom. In either

ca>e tliere is the definition only of a reasonable recognition

by tlie mind of an actual existence or reality. (Def) c. ij.,

' A straight line is that which lies evenly between its points,'

the mind at once recognizes and reasonably accepts ilxafacf,

which is matiifest whether tho line be considered only a

natural or oidy an ideal realit}'. (Axiom.) e. ^.,
' The wliolo

is greater than its part,' the comparison has already been

made b^- the mind, and the inter-relation of iho two things^

thus defined, is at once recognized by the mind as actual, (/. r.,

as an ideal act.)


